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Announcements
February’s Dinner will be at Rock
Bass Grill, Saturday, February 9th at
the MCC of the Spirit. Doors will
open at 5:30 pm and dinner will seat
promptly at 6:00 pm. Please RSVP
at our website.
February’s Group Meeting is Saturday, February 9th at approximately
8:00 pm After hour activities usually
ensue after the meeting at the Sheraton’s Dog & Pony Lounge.
March’s Dinner will be at Café
Fresco, Saturday, March 9th at the
MCC of the Spirit. Doors will open at
5:30 pm and dinner will seat promptly at 6:00 pm. Please RSVP at our
website (after the February Dinner).
March’s Group Meeting is Saturday, March 9th at approximately 8:00
pm After hour activities usually ensue after the meeting at the Sheraton’s Dog & Pony Lounge.
Added Resources. In conjunction
wit the PA Department of Health and
other interested organizations,
TransCentralPA has added a comprehensive list of Pennsylvania trans
and non-binary service providers to
our website. Click here to visit the
page.
2019 Keystone Conference The
2018 was a resounding success and
the 2019 Keystone Conference is
now just a month away, March 19th24th. Don’t miss out. Register here
now.
TCPA Membership Dues are a one
-time annual fee of $20. Dues are
used to pay for meeting space, program literature, our website and our
affiliation with and support of community groups and activities such as
Common Roads, the Community
Center, Central Pennsylvania Pride,
etc. Please continue to support our
organization and efforts by joining or

Wicked Jezabel Returns to the Keystone Conference March 23rd

renewing your membership—we are
making a difference!
LGBT Health Needs Assessment. In
December, the 2019 LGBT Health
Needs Assessment was published and
made available to the public. The data
in the report is utilized by a variety of
agencies to meet the health needs of
the LGBT community. The data is this
report
Ohio University is conducting a 1015 minute survey to help them learn
more about the availability and quality
of trans-inclusive health care in our
community. The survey is anonymous.
If interested, please click this link to
take the survey.

Keystone Business Alliance The
Central Pennsylvania Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce (CPGLCC)
has changed their name to the Keystone Business Alliance, Central PA’s
LGBT Chamber of Commerce. Click
here to visit their new website.
Department of Corrections. For a
couple of years now, TransCentralPA
has been actively involved with
providing support services to
transgender inmates. Recently, two
of our long-time advocates at the department published an article describing the program and shared it with us.
They specifically wanted to thank JoSee ’Announcements’ on page 6….

Keystone Attendee Registration Now Open

From the President

Tracy E. Gilchrist, Advocate Reporter

V Wegman, a former NASA intern who
identifies as non-binary, tweeted out a photo and message of support for transgender
troops following the Supreme Court’s decision to allow Donald Trump's ban on trans
service members to proceed. Now, the post
has gone viral for the Ohio State University
Communications student.

I am sorry to have missed out on what I hear was a
great potluck in January, but I hope you were told that I
was serving TransCentralPA on a larger than usual
stage.
As we have shared with you in prior times, TransCentralPA participates in a support program for
transgender inmates in the 20+ correctional units managed by the PA Department of Corrections (DOC). We
have been partners in this effort for three years and
proudly we can proclaim that our program has become
a model for the entire United States.
The program is conducted because of a bill signed into
Joanne Carroll
law by President George Bush in 2004. We call it
President
PREA, but that is an acronym for the Prison Rape
Elimination Act of 2004. PREA is applicable to those
detention facilities that directly or indirectly receive Federal funding and is
intended to protect all inmates from unwanted sexual assaults.
The reason that I missed the event in January is that I was in New Orleans, attending the American Correctional Association Winter Meeting. At
that event, two persons from the PA DOC and I presented a workshop
detailing our approach to providing support to transgender inmates.
What makes our program unique is the availability of video conferencing
emanating at DOC Headquarters in Mechanicsburg and connected to over
a dozen State Correctional Facilities (SCI’s). The dozen or so units actually house the majority of trans-identified inmates and we conduct the one
hour support meeting modeled after the one we enjoy monthly in Harrisburg. We have an icebreaker to begin and then open the floor for questions and answers. Occasionally, we will bring in a guest speaker to address medical issues.
It was a real privilege to represent you in New Orleans!
On Friday, January 25, 2019, the Keystone Business Alliance, (formerly
the Central Pennsylvania Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce) held
their annual banquet.
During the banquet, several awards
were given, and for reasons beyond
my understanding, they named me
as Member of the Year, allegedly in
recognition of my advocating for the
Transgender and greater LGBT
community across the Commonwealth.

Wegman tweeted the photo in response to
the news that the Supreme Court, in a 5-4
decision, lifted two injunctions that delayed
Trump’s ban on transgender troops on the
military, which he first callously floated in a
July 2017 tweet.

“I wanted to demonstrate that LGBTQ+
folks are not inherently incapable of working
in federal government, which I believe is
ultimately the source behind pushing for the
ban,” Wegman said. “I recognize that I am
not military; I am military-adjacent, but I
hoped to demonstrate the presence of
LGBTQ+ folks already proudly in federal
government.”
The tweet of
Wegman in uniform,
posted Tuesday after the SCOTUS decision came down,
has received 31K
likes, 7.4K retweets,
and hundreds of
supportive comments, including
from veterans.
The trans ban would
V Wegman
effect 13,700 trans
people at a time when trans people already
face unemployment at three times the national rate.
According to the Williams Institute, there
are 1.4 million transgender people in the
United States, which means that under the
trans ban, one percent of them would lose
their jobs.

While grateful, it would not have
been possible without the support I
have received from TransCentralPA
and ultimately, all of you. I accept
the award in your honor. I am also
grateful to our friends at the Sheraton Harrisburg/Hershey for underwriting the cost of the award.

Wegman, who has also tweeted about the
damage the partial government shutdown is
having on those who aren’t being paid, "I
did not intend to be so exposed this way,
but I’m comfortable being nonbinary and
proud to be a NASA intern,” Wegman said.
“I’m grateful I’ve built visibility for our community and give hope to folks—both
strangers and friends.

Onward and upward!
Hugz n’ stuff

Joanne

NASA Intern Supports Trans Troops

TrancentralPA officers in attendance at
the Keystone Business Alliance’s Annual
Dinner. Left to right, Katie Ward, Joanne
Carrol, Mason Katzman, Holly Evans
and Kristy Snow.
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News
Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your
reading pleasure. Opinions & views in these links cannot be assumed
to be of TransCentralPA, nor the Officers or Members of TransCentralPA. Our goal is to simply provide you with information & thoughtprovoking viewpoints. If you would like to submit a story, please email
us at info@TransCentralPA.org.

Miss-Universes-first-transgender-contestant-plans on being a Mom
Monika Nemeth, First Trans Person to be Elected to a City Position in DC
Wisconsin Board Will Cover State Workers Transgender Treatment
Transgender News Channel Facebook Page
Victory Institute honors Danica Roem at annual conference
Two transgender women elected to N.H. House
Gay student comes out to Catholic school during packed assembly
Simpsons episode features drag queens RuPaul and Raja
First Pakistani transgender woman issued a driving license
A transgender woman is challenging definition of the female breast
Transgender prison inmate fights to express female gender identity
Transgender teacher helps win bronze for England Ladies angling teamWhy
Is Transgender Identity on the Rise Among Teens??
Record numbers of transgender prisoners transition from men to women
Chile transgender rights bill signed into law
Trans teen eloquently advocates at an HRC event
US Colleges Offering Transition Assistance
Trans people are tough as nails
Man Made,” a Film About Transgender Bodybuilders
Rejection of ‘Conversion Therapy’ Is Motivated by Science
13 Legendary Transgender Pioneers
At 16, my family threw me a gender reveal party
Goldman Sachs offers staff free sex-change surgery
Doctors say that LGBTQ issues should be part of children’s education
What It's Like to Get Through School as a Trans Teen
The Best of Transgender Literature
Good news for trans folks in Western Canada
Transgender Father and Daughter experience ‘Vacations of the Brave’
Simpson’s Yeardley Smith announces transgender drama
Guyana strikes down law against 'improper' cross-dressing
Family in Transition profiles Israeli trans woman
Little Miss Westie profiles trans siblings
Being transgender is not a sin
18th century transman performs first C section in Britain
Final academic year for first openly transgender NCAA Division 1 swimmer
Transitioned 13 years ago, here’s what I’ve learned
Trans affirmation coloring book
Transgender clothing closets are a win for self-expression
Trans truckers are changing the trucking industry
Were there transgender people in the Middle Ages?
Two transgender Alaska women sworn into elected positions in Fairbanks
Virtual Reality Can Transform Who You Are
Transgender women celebrate monumental court win
Sephora’s Classes for Confidence
TV Drama ‘Butterfly’ Reveals What It’s Like to Grow Up Trans
Transphobia: An Analysis
What being transgender looks like in photos
Coming out to my daughter as transgender
Charlie Martin talks about her experience of being transgender in motorsport
Philadelphia School District won’t change bathroom policy
A Philly coming out story
New transgender health training launched
Community helps Philly transgender teen
Transgender Workers Gain New Protection Under Court Ruling
Chile’s Oscar for ‘A Fantastic Woman’ Bolsters Gender Identity Bill
Kim Petras Wants to Be a Pop Star
Small-town doctor wants to perform surgeries for transwomen
Transgender people open up about their lives and experiences
Femme Fever News

‘Steven Universe’ season finale brings a
transgender story to the Cartoon Network
Alex Bollinger, LGBTQNation.com

Fans are loving the transgender
subtext of the season finale
of Steven Universe.
Steven Universe is a show on the
Cartoon Network that has been
around for five years. Created by
Rebecca Sugar, who is bi, it’s the
first Cartoon Network show to be
created by a woman who wasn’t
working with a man.
The show is about several humanlooking aliens (called Crystal Gems) who live in the fictional
town of Beach City. One of them gave up her physical form
to create a child with a human, and that child is Steven, who
carries her gemstone in his navel.
In the season 5 finale, entitled “Change Your Mind,” Steven
is trying to convince the interstellar Gem Empire’s matriarchs
that he is really a boy as he visits the Homeworld. Since he
carries his mother’s gem, they believe that Steven is his
mother, and even call him by her name.
He manages to convince all of the matriarchs except for
White Diamond. White separates Steven from his gem, expecting him to return to the form of his mother. Instead, a
pink version of Steven and a lifeless, gem-less form of Steven are formed, and they have to reunite.
Related: Openly gay ‘Steven Universe’ staffer hounded
by fans, quits Twitter
“I only want you to be yourself. If you can’t do that, I’ll do it
for you,” White says while attacking the Stevens.
They still manage to reunite, and Steven says, “I’m me. I’ve
always been me.”
“You do not look like this,” White responds. “You do not
sound like this. You are not half-human, you are just acting
like a child.”
“For transgender viewers, that framing of the relationship
between Steven and [his mother] might strike a nerve,”
wrote Julie Muncy at Gizmodo.
“It certainly did with me. For a lot of us, being trans looks like
a complete change in persona—a new name, a new appearance, even a new personality. A gender transition (for those
of us who do transition) can, over time, render you unrecognizable, an entirely different person in the same spot where
the old one stood. And even those of us who don’t transition
can take on significant changes—a new name, new pronouns.”
“One of the quintessential struggles of trans-ness, then, is
getting other people, especially people from our past, to understand and accept these new changes. And, in some cases, to even believe they’re legitimate — that you are, in fact,
who and what you say you are.”
She went on to point to specific elements of the episode, like
Steven trying to get the matriarchs to call him by his name,
as “strikingly similar” to struggles transgender people face.
And on Twitter, trans people noticed the subtext.
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Figure Skating's First LGBTQ Team Hopes
to Change Ice Dance's Reliance on Romance?
Nick McCarvel, ESPN.com

Women's College Will Begin to
Accept Transgender Students
Chelsea Ritschel, The Independent

A women’s college in Missouri has amended its admissions policy and will begin accepting some transgender students as well
as non-binary students assigned female at
birth.
Stephens College in Columbia, the second
-oldest women’s college in America, will
put the new policy into effect come fall
2019, according to the Columbia Missourian.

Karina Manta and Joe Johnson, who have been skating together for five years,
had a much more traditional look until this season. They’ve worked hard to create
a free dance that better captures their personalities.

Karina Manta is sitting on her bed
facing a camera. She seems confident and relaxed next to her girlfriend, Aleena Gomez, on this September afternoon, but she's terrified. She's about to tell the world
her secret.
Love Katelyn Ohashi's new floor
routine? We do, too. And we have
great news for you: The NCAA
gymnastics season is underway,
and the meets are full of jawdropping performances.
Lindsey Vonn will decide her future
in "the next couple/few days" with
immediate retirement a possibility
for the 34-year-old skier who had
hoped to call it a career later this
year.
"I've been with you for a whole
year, and I wanted to say thank
you, mostly thank you for being
here, even though I've made your
love my shadow," Manta, 22, begins, reading a poem she wrote
while Aleena strums the guitar.
Having grappled with her sexuality
since high school, Manta is tired of
hiding. She doesn't know anyone
else who is bisexual, and as an
elite figure skater, she feels compelled to use her platform to set an
example.
"I had trouble sleeping for about
two weeks because I was so anxious," she remembers of that day. "I
wrote the poem in July or August,
but it took me a while from that
point to build up the courage for us

to actually film the video."
"I've made myself sick living this
afraid," Manta says in the video, at
times glancing at Aleena and readjusting her glasses. "I'm Karina. It's
nice to meet you after so long."
With that video, Manta made figure
skating history. The American ice
dancer is not just the first female
skater to come out during her competitive career, but alongside skating partner Joe Johnson, part of the
first ice dance team with two
LGBTQ competitors. As they take
the ice Friday at the 2019 U.S. Figure Skating Championships in Detroit, Manta and Johnson will challenge the norms that have long
governed the sport. But will their
new openness impact their scores?
"This is a judged sport, a sport that
people talk not just about your athletic ability but also about who you
are on social media," 2018 U.S. ice
dance champion Madison Hubbell
says. "To open yourself up and
shout out that you're different from
those that came before you, that's
scary."
At the Pyeongchang Olympics in
February, the internet became obsessed with the will-they-or-won'tthey romantic saga of eventual ice
dance champions Tessa Virtue and
Scott Moir, whose free dance was
set to "Moulin Rouge!" and was a
story of betrayal, jealousy and passion. Twitter was filled with GIFs of
See Skating on page 5….
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As stated in a “frequently asked questions”
document attached to the school’s updated
enrolment and admissions policy, with the
new policy, Stephens College has now
“recommitted to its singular mission of educating women.”
Consistent with our culture’s expanding
understanding of the definition of womanhood, the college’s admissions policy will
recognize both sex and gender identity in
its determination of a student’s eligibility for
admission and enrolment,” the document
reads.
As part of the new policy, accepted students who were not born female but identify as such will be required to “provide legal
documentation that they are legally women
or that they are transitioning to female,”
according to the school.
The college also explained that it will no
longer be admitting students who were
born female but identify as male, as well as
students who identify as non-binary but are
transitioning to male, as it had previously
done, because it is “logistically consistent
that it also acknowledges both sex and
gender in its definition of manhood.”
The school has been considering the
change in policy since 2014, according to
KOMU, which reported that the school announced its “unanimous” decision to students and staff via email.
But, according to the school, the change
will not impact students who are already
enrolled.
Stephens College’s decision follows similar
policy changes implemented by at least
eight other all-women’s colleges since
2014 in the United States.
Mills College in Oakland, California was
the first college to change its policy to allow
for the acceptance of trans students, followed by Wellesley, Smith, Bryn Mawr, and
Barnard.

doing stuff that feels good and right
and fun and not giving a crap about
what it looks like."

...Skating from page 4

their glowering looks and pleas for
them to get together. It was a minor
news event when Virtue and Moir
chose to remove a lift from that routine because it was too "suggestive."
The Ringer even published a close
read of their relationship breaking
down every conspiracy -- including a
secret love child! -- surrounding the
duo.
The obsession with Virtue and Moir
highlighted the reliance on romantic
themes in ice dance, a discipline that
routinely refers to teams as "couples"
and requires them to be touching for
almost all of the program. Teams that
don't adhere to these norms, such as
the American sibling team of Maia
and Alex Shibutani, have sometimes
struggled to find an identity, to convey a compelling narrative in place of
romance.
Manta and Johnson, who have been
a duo since 2014, have tried to sell
romance in past routines. They skated to "Moulin Rouge" in 2017, with
Manta's long, gold skirt trailing behind
her on turns and her long, dark hair
wound tightly in a bun.
This season, having embraced their
off-ice identity, Manta and Johnson
have worked hard to craft a new one
on the ice. Working with British choreographer Christopher Dean, who
defined on-ice romance in the 1980s
with ice dance partner Jayne Torvill,
they created a free dance that better
showcases their personalities.
"On the ice, you want to be seen as
an athlete," Manta says. "But it's also
super important to us that we are visible queer athletes."
Set to the 1980s Eurythmics hit
"Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This),"
the free dance highlights Manta's
transformed look and allows the two
to be freer and looser with the audience.
"I look at our free dance, and people
have fun with it, they want to be involved," Johnson says. "Part of the
fun of being queer is you start to let
go of the things that might disrupt
your identity because you know exactly what you are, and you know
exactly what you like."
"I want them to look and feel different
(from other teams)," Dean says.
"There's a very contemporary, angular feel to what they're doing [in the

For Johnson, it was an especially
poignant moment because both he
and Manta were finally out. "Seeing
her with all her hair chopped off, her
girlfriend cheering for us in the audience, knowing Karina got to do that
without anything to hide anymore, I
couldn't help but smile. I was bursting
with pride. I was so excited for her ...
and for us."

Kari and Joe at the Denver pride parade

free dance], yet we're trying to maintain
movement and speed of the ice. I want
it to feel organic, the way that they
move on the ice."
2014 Olympic ice dance champion
Charlie White hopes that teams such as
Manta and Johnson will, like the Shibutanis before them, push the sport to
greater artistic heights.
"It's easy to see the same thing over
and over again when it's a man and a
woman telling a love story," he says.
"When you have a team that doesn't
portray a romantic relationship for any
reason, they're forced to consider new
ways to tell their story. That opens up
new doors, new pathways."
"We've seen a chipping away at traditions," he adds. "With the Shibutanis,
winning an Olympic bronze medal is
historic. What they've brought to the
sport and the way that they got creative
is only going to continue to support and
encourage others."
In late October, Manta and Johnson
arrive in Seattle for Skate America, their
first competition at the Grand Prix, or
elite, level. As their names boom over
the loudspeaker, the audience roars
with applause, and two pride flags are
unfurled.
Manta is all sass in a shiny, black Lycra
dress, with her hair chopped short and
dyed platinum blonde. It's a totally different look from the previous season.
Toward the end of the routine, Manta
and Johnson pause side by side, arms
crossed, locking eyes with the judges
before executing a series of jazzy steps.
The crowd goes wild.
"If you would have put [our free dance]
to 15-year-old me, I would have been
like, 'Oh my God, no! People might think
I'm gay,'" Johnson said. "Now we're just
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They will carry that pride to nationals
this week, where they hope to be
judged on the merits of their performance alone. But they're not afraid to
keep pushing and challenging the
conventions of the sport and what
judges find worthy of reward.
"If we want the sport to grow, we're
the ones to do that," Manta says.
"This is a judged sport. You can't
keep saying, 'This is what the sport
should be like' or 'The sport should
be more welcoming' and not live that
yourself. Someone has to be the one
to break that mold and show a different type of image. There is that
stress of, 'Will the judges like me if
I'm different?' It comes to the point
where someone has to be that and
not be scared."
On Saturday, as the first notes of that
'80s synth anthem sound, that someone will be Manta and Johnson.

KEYSTONE’S ANNUAL
BINGO NIGHT IS
BACK!
Sponsored by Amanda Richards
True Colors TG Makeup Artistry
www.truecolorstg.com
Set in the casual atmosphere of
the Sheraton hotel among friends
and supporters. Join us at the Keystone Bingo Night, Thursday March
21st. Doors open at 6:30 pm and
the first game is scheduled to
start at 7:00 pm

…’Announcements’ from page 1

anne C., Liz L. and Gretchen L. for
their support from the beginning and
continued involvement. Here is a link
to the article in pdf.
Questions About Updating Gender
Markers or gender designation on
PA IDs or driver's licenses and would
like to talk to a supportive person inside of PennDOT before moving forward with the process? Inquiries
about changing the gender designation on PA IDs or driver's licenses,
contact alecampbel@pa.gov or call
717-787-0485
Red Roof Inn Discount. We have
negotiated a rate of $42.99/night for
TranscentralPA members and
guests.
To take advantage of this special offer, call the hotel directly at (717) 939
-1331 and use the CP code ‘609306’.

Blindspot Features Trans Actor Jen Richards
Allison Tate, Advocate Reporter

Jen Richards, the prolific out transgender actor, is playing a cisgender character
in NBC's popular drama series Blindspot. The show follows the story of Jane
Doe (Jaimie Alexander), a woman who was found in Times Square with no
memory of how she got there. With only the clues of mysterious tattoos on her
body, she begins to piece her life together, and a web of crime and conspiracy
unravels. Richards reprises her role as hard-hitting CIA agent Sabrina Larren in
a new episode airing tonight.
Richards has played a recurring transgender character on Nashville, but a trans
actor playing a cisgender character is still something rare. She has spoken out
for trans actresses in Hollywood and called out the problems of "transface," or
cisgender actors playing trans roles. Her work acting in and co-executive producing the Emmy-nominated web series Her Story, about the dating lives of two
transgender women, helped sparked early conversations about transgender
stories and lives.

Got a Question or Announcements?
Maybe you have a great, anecdote,
story or thoughts on events you’ve
attended . Photo’s are always appreciated and if you would like them
published in the next TCPA Newsletter. E-mail us at info@transcentralPA.org.

Suicide Resources
People dealing with gender identity
issues are not immune from other
sources of depression and mental
illness. There is help available to you
with bearing the unbearable. IN A
CRISIS, CALL the local and national
resources first. It is best to make
contact via phone or in person;
emailing often does not provide the
immediate response needed in an
emergency. These are the professionals and organizations trained to
help you during a crisis. You are not
alone.
The Trevor Project
1-800-SUICIDE
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