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Announcements
January’s dinner will be our Annual Potluck Saturday, January 12th at
the MCC of the Spirit. Doors will
open at 5:30 pm and dinner will seat
promptly at 6:00 pm. Please RSVP
at our website.
Added Resources. In conjunction
wit the PA Department of Health and
other interested organizations,
TransCentralPA has added a comprehensive list of Pennsylvania trans
and non-binary service providers to
our website. Click here to visit the
page.
2019 Keystone Conference The
2018 was a resounding success and
the 2019 Keystone Conference is
now scheduled for March 19th-24th.
Don’t miss out, mark your calendars.
Make your plans now.

TCPA Membership Dues are a one
-time annual fee of $20. Dues are
used to pay for meeting space, program literature, our website and our
affiliation with and support of community groups and activities such as
Common Roads, the Community
Center, Central Pennsylvania Pride,
etc. Please continue to support our
organization and efforts by joining or
renewing your membership—we are
making a difference!
LGBT Health Needs Assessment.
In December, the 2019 LGBT Health
Needs Assessment was published
and made available to the public.
The data in the report is utilized by a
variety of agencies to meet the
health needs of the LGBT community. The data is this report
Ohio University is conducting a 10
-15 minute survey to help them learn
more about the availability and quali-

c/o MCC of the Spirit
2973 Jefferson Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110

ty of trans-inclusive health care in our
community. The survey is anonymous.
If interested, please click this link to
take the survey.
Keystone Business Alliance The
Central Pennsylvania Gay and Lesbian
Chamber of Commerce (CPGLCC) has
changed their name to the Keystone
Business Alliance, Central PA’s LGBT
Chamber of Commerce. Click here to
visit their new website.
Department of Corrections. For a
couple of years now, TransCentralPA
has been actively involved with providing support services to transgender
inmates. Recently, two of our long-time
advocates at the department published
an article describing the program and
shared it with us. They specifically
wanted to thank Joanne C., Liz L. and
Gretchen L. for their support from the
beginning and continued involvement.
Here is a link to the article in pdf.
Questions About Updating Gender
Markers or gender designation on
PA IDs or driver's licenses and would
like to talk to a supportive person inside
of PennDOT before moving forward
with the process? Inquiries about
changing the gender designation on PA
IDs or driver's licenses, contact alecampbel@pa.gov or call 717-787-0485
Red Roof Inn Discount. We have negotiated a rate of $42.99/night for
TranscentralPA members and guests.
To take advantage of this special offer,
call the hotel directly at (717) 939-1331
and use the CP code ‘609306’.
Got a Question or Announcements?
Maybe you have a great, anecdote,
story or thoughts on events you’ve attended . Photo’s are always appreciated and if you would like them published
in the next TCPA Newsletter. E-mail us
at info@transcentralPA.org

Attendee Registration Opens
Tuesday, January 15th
for the Keystone Conference
Keystone-Conference.org

Keystone Business
Alliance Names
Joanne Carroll
2019 Member of the Year
On Aug 6, 2018, she was appointed
by the Governor, and was sworn in
as a Commissioner on the Pennsylvania LGBTQ Affairs Commission.
She is also the Past President and
Past Vice President of EqualityPA,
and serves as a member of the Governor’s LGBT Working Group, the
Millersville University - President’s
Commission on Gender and Sexual
Diversity, and is a past member of
the PA Medical Society LGBT Health
Disparities Task Force, as well as a
past member of the PA LGBT Leadership Council. She is currently a
member of the Transgender American Veterans Association and is a Co
-Chair of the Keystone Conference,
“A Celebration of Gender Diversity”.
She is an active member of the Penn
Central Conference - United Church
of Christ - Open and Affirming Ministry Team, and is the Past VicePresident of the Leadership Team of
First Reformed United Church of
Christ in Lancaster. She is also in the
process of becoming an Ordained
Minister in the UCC.
Joanne will be presented the award
at the Keystone Business Alliance
Annual Dinner on
Jan 25, 2019.

Keystone Memories

From the President

We are looking for your fondness memories of previous Keystone Conferences.
Particularly photos from the first or second Keystone.

Each year, on or around the end of December, the
challenge of a new year in the chronicles of
TransCentralPA faces each of us, and for sure, your
newly elected or reelected officers and directors.
Speaking of….congratulations to Holly E, VicePresident; Katie W, Secretary/Treasurer; Karen L,
Director for Significant Others and Spouses; Mason
K, Director for Men, Kristy S, and Director for Women. Also, thank you for once again entrusting me
with inarguably the best job I have ever had. We
shall do our best to serve you and keep the ship
afloat.

Photos. stories or other memories will be
included in next months Newsletter.
Please send to:
Info@transcentralpa.org.
Attention: Jenny Jensen
Joanne Carroll
President

On January 12, we will once again gather for our annual Holiday Pot
Luck. It is a great time to get together, share goodies we each bring,
and in general come alongside one another in a period of support.
Please sign up to attend; the link is on the first page of this newsletter
as well as on the front page of our website.
Our newly elected Vice President, Holly, will be in charge of the festivities because I will not be able to attend. I hope that you know that
one of our projects is providing support to the transgender inmates
incarcerated in the 26 Department of Correction facilities of our Commonwealth. Two of the key persons from the DOC and I will be attending the American Corrections Association Winter Meeting in New
Orleans, LA. At 2 PM on the twelfth we will be presenting to the delegates, a workshop/seminar titled, “A Best Practice Approach: Providing Support Services to Transgender Inmates”. The workshop/
seminar will feature the nearly three years of support that we have
provided.
I would be greatly remiss if I failed to mention our Keystone Conference that will be on top of us before we know it. As a reminder, the
dates are March 20-24, 2019.
I must admit having bias and prejudice, however, after having been
to many transgender conferences across the country, Keystone may
not be the best or the biggest, but surely it is way ahead of whoever
is in second place.
This is a great opportunity for you to connect with others in our community in a time of mutual support. In addition, learning opportunities
abound with the array of workshops we offer. Of course, it is a great
time to have some fun, kick up your heels and enjoy being you.

The trite expression is “It takes a village” is overworked, but it will
take many of you, stepping out and stepping up to make the event a
success. We need you to help make this conference year another
success. By the way, we do offer discounts to those that help us, so
if you are asked…. will you please say yes!
On behalf of your Board of Directors, I wish you success and profound happiness in this coming year.
Hugs and stuff,

Joanne
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Remember, any photo submitted must
have the consent of all subjects in the
photos.

TCPA Election Results
Joanne C.
President
Holly E.
Vice President
Katie W.
Secretary/Treasurer
Kristy S.
Transwomen Program Director
Karen L.
Spouse/SO Program Director
Mason K.
Transman Program Director
No nominations received
Family/Youth Program Director

Four things to know
about HIV prevention

News
Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your
reading pleasure. Opinions & views in these links cannot be assumed
to be of TransCentralPA, nor the Officers or Members of TransCentralPA. Our goal is to simply provide you with information & thoughtprovoking viewpoints. If you would like to submit a story, please email
us at info@TransCentralPA.org.

Lesbian couple donates Rockefeller Center Christmas tree
Miss-Universes-first-transgender-contestant-plans on being a Mom
Monika Nemeth, First Trans Person to be Elected to a City Position in DC
Wisconsin Board Will Cover State Workers Transgender Treatment
Transgender News Channel Facebook Page
Victory Institute honors Danica Roem at annual conference
Two transgender women elected to N.H. House
Gay student comes out to Catholic school during packed assembly
Simpsons episode features drag queens RuPaul and Raja
First Pakistani transgender woman issued a driving license
A transgender woman is challenging definition of the female breast
Transgender prison inmate fights to express female gender identity
Transgender teacher helps win bronze for England Ladies angling team
New Orleans’ first transgender homecoming queen
Why Is Transgender Identity on the Rise Among Teens??
Record numbers of transgender prisoners transition from men to women
Chile transgender rights bill signed into law
Trans teen eloquently advocates at an HRC event
US Colleges Offering Transition Assistance
Trans people are tough as nails
Man Made,” a Film About Transgender Bodybuilders
Rejection of ‘Conversion Therapy’ Is Motivated by Science
13 Legendary Transgender Pioneers
At 16, my family threw me a gender reveal party
Goldman Sachs offers staff free sex-change surgery
Doctors say that LGBTQ issues should be part of children’s education
What It's Like to Get Through School as a Trans Teen
The Best of Transgender Literature
Good news for trans folks in Western Canada
Transgender Father and Daughter experience ‘Vacations of the Brave’
Simpson’s Yeardley Smith announces transgender drama
Guyana strikes down law against 'improper' cross-dressing
Family in Transition profiles Israeli trans woman
Little Miss Westie profiles trans siblings
Being transgender is not a sin
18th century transman performs first C section in Britain
Final academic year for first openly transgender NCAA Division 1 swimmer
Transitioned 13 years ago, here’s what I’ve learned
Trans affirmation coloring book
Transgender clothing closets are a win for self-expression
Trans truckers are changing the trucking industry
Were there transgender people in the Middle Ages?
Two transgender Alaska women sworn into elected positions in Fairbanks
Virtual Reality Can Transform Who You Are
Transgender women celebrate monumental court win
Sephora’s Classes for Confidence
TV Drama ‘Butterfly’ Reveals What It’s Like to Grow Up Trans
Transphobia: An Analysis
What being transgender looks like in photos
Coming out to my daughter as transgender
Charlie Martin talks about her experience of being transgender in motorsport
Feme Fever News
Philadelphia School District won’t change bathroom policy
A Philly coming out story
New transgender health training launched
Community helps Philly transgender teen

Action Wellness, along with community providers including
COLOURS, Bebashi, Mazzoni Center, Philadelphia FIGHT,
Health Center #1, Kensington Hospital and Ambulatory
Health Services have been working to get the word out about
Philly’s HIV prevention-navigation services, called Club 1509.
Services are available to people at highest risk of acquiring
HIV, including male-identified people having sex with other
men (MSM) and transgender individuals. Here are the top
four things you need to know about services that can make a
difference to you and your community:
1. People are being newly diagnosed with HIV. Many of
us in Philadelphia know that HIV has evolved into a manageable chronic condition, yet in the city, there are nearly 19,000
people already living with HIV and nearly 500 people contracted it in 2016 (aidsvu.org). These new infections include
an astonishingly disparate rate among men of color. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates
the lifetime risk of HIV as 1 in 2 for black and African American MSM and 1 in 4 for Latinx MSM. During outreach and
education efforts, Action Wellness’ staff regularly meets people who are looking for more information and resources. Tyrik
Dean, assistant prevention navigator, believes in the meaningful impact outreach and education can have within communities.
2. Many options exist to reduce HIV risk. The newest
tools in the HIV-prevention tool box include: PrEP, condoms/
lube, U=U, positioning, reduce number of partners and sex
behavior. PrEP stands for pre-exposure prophylaxis and it is
the use of anti-HIV medications that keep HIV-negative people from becoming infected. Other options include engaging
in oral sex (less risky than anal penetration); positioning; bottoms are at a higher risk than tops; remember condoms with
lots of lube; or if condoms are not your style, still use the
lube; U=U: undetectable equals untransmittable. So if your
sex partner(s) are HIV+, but have an undetectable viral load,
there is no risk of transmission. For more ideas, check out
the HIV Risk Reduction Tool at: https://wwwn.cdc.gov/hivrisk/
3. Philly’s new Bottom Line Sexual Health Education
Group has started. Join the conversation, led by community members Erik Soto and Anthony Fluellen the last
Wednesday of each month at 6pm at COLOURS, 1211
Chestnut Street, Suite 910. This is an open discussion group
for male-identified people. Topics range from ways to enhance sexual pleasure, disclosure/communication, relationships and hook-up culture.

4. Club 1509 prevention services are free and readily
available. Club 1509 opens the door to PrEP and other
services such as HIV testing, job-readiness training, food
assistance, housing information, drug- and alcohol- treatment
services, health insurance and more. Action Wellness can
provide PrEP on site at our Annex West Health Center at
3990 Filbert Street (in the Action Wellness West office). The
health center is open to anyone for primary care, HIV care
and PrEP. “Our program is designed to meet people where
they are personally and in the community,” said Soto.
For more information about the 1509 program at Action Wellness, check out the website: www.actionwellness.org/
services/club-1509/
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2019 Rose Parade Queen first queen with glasses, the first Jewish queen
and first LGBTQ queen.
Claudia S. Alaniz, Mercury News

Rose Queen Louise Deser Siskel of
San Marino admits her youth was
more “‘Lord of the Flies’ than Disney.”

we eat waffles and ice cream with
chocolate sauce for breakfast. It’s
become streamers now (instead of
napkins), so for my birthday, my parents hung streamers from my bedroom to the kitchen, and you run
through and break each of the
streamers as you go.

She never really imagined being a
princess or, better yet, a queen. But
since starting her journey with the
Tournament of Roses, she has seen
how much the organization is more in
line with her values than she knew.
“I entered (the Rose Court search) on
sort of a whim, but as I continued to
return for the interview rounds, and
throughout the whole process, I realized the value of the Tournament of
Roses, and the role it plays in our
community,” Siskel said. “Each year,
the (Tournament) selects seven
young women (for the Royal Court)
and gives them a real voice; for that I
feel very thankful.”
Looking at Siskel’s resumé and her
warm smile when she greets everyone, it’s no surprise that she was
chosen as the 101st Rose Queen.
She is a member of the debate team
and judicial committee at Sequoyah
High School, an independent day
school in Pasadena; involved in
YMCA Youth & Government, and has
researched breast cancer under Dr.
Shehla Pervin at The Charles R.
Drew University of Medicine and Science, as well as worked on research
projects with NASA Ames.
Siskel plans to study cellular and molecular biology after high school.
Honored to be chosen Rose Queen,
Siskel says she’s also honored that
she holds several first titles in her
royal role — the first queen with
glasses, the first Jewish queen and
first LGBTQ queen. “What was important to me throughout the interview process was that I was completely transparent about who I was,
about the things that I value, and
about the things that I advocate for,”
she said.
“I feel lucky that I was selected by the
committee for those reasons. That, to
me, gives me great faith in the organization and a great amount of respect
for the committee.”
The whole experience, she adds, has
been humbling and inspiring.
I’m inspired constantly by people’s

Louise Deser Siskel
dedication and hope, and joy for life,”
Siskel said.
Sharing her values and advocating for
causes she believes in is exciting, but
she’s also having a lot of fun during
the more than 100 appearances the
Royal Court makes as ambassadors
of the Tournament of Roses, ever
since they were chosen through New
Year’s Day.
“It’s really fun, to meet people and to
eat lots of good food. We go to lots of
fun events. We get to do all kinds of
things that I always hoped to do but
never thought I would,” she said. “We
get to ride on the Goodyear blimp; we
get to meet the football teams — all
those things make it a really lovely
experience and most of all, I get to do
it with six other young women, who
are some of my best friends.”
Siskel also gives credit to her family
and other friends who have supported
her throughout.
“My parents help me do everything,
they spend late nights talking to me,
and I love my brother eternally,” she
said. “And my friends, who will be
camping out and in the stands on the
Rose Parade route, I’m so thankful for
all of those people.”
Favorite tradition: One of my favorite
family traditions is for birthdays. It began when my brother and I were little
and it was my mom’s birthday. We
took every tablecloth and napkin and
placemat in the house and set them
up in a line from her bedroom to the
kitchen and she had to walk on them.
Since then, we’ve always made a
pathway for anybody’s birthday, from
their bedroom to the kitchen, where
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Life theme song: “New Slang” by The
Shins. That song always makes me
happy. Whenever I plug my phone
into my car, it starts spontaneously
playing because I listen to it so much.
To me, that song has meant different
things, for different times in my life. It
is one that I always enjoy regardless
of where I am.
New Year’s message from Rose
Queen Louise Deser Siskel:
“First and foremost, I wish everyone
a happy and healthy new year. A
year filled with laughter and joy, with
community, and with openness —
openness to people who are completely unlike yourself. And openness
to the people in your life, and constant support of those people who
make such a difference in each of our
lives, and without whom we couldn’t
do any of the things we strive to do.
“Secondly, I encourage everyone to
stay engaged and active within your
community, advocate and fight for the
things you believe in, regardless of
whether other people respond or care
about those things in the way you do.
“I think it can be easy to get discouraged when people don’t share the
same passion for your values or for
the things that you care about, but I
hope that people continue to fight for
the things that are important to them,
regardless of the support they see
from others.”

Aging with
Pride Survey
We are interested
in gathering additional feedback from
LGBTQ+ older adults in Central PA to
inform our Aging with Pride programming as we move forward, so if you
identify as part of this group please
take a few minutes to complete this
survey. We appreciate your input!

Teen Dreamed Of Being Turned ‘Into A Girl.’ Now Crowned Homecoming Queen
When Dylan Ligier was little, they,
like many young kids, left wishes for
the tooth fairy in return for a lost
tooth.

which as of Friday had almost doubled its $850 goal. Dylan’s decision
to share their story publicly has gotten overwhelming support on the
page’s comment section. There has
been some negativity, but J.D. and
Dylan said they remain optimistic
about the word spreading.

But Dylan wasn’t looking for money,
their father, J.D. Ligier, told HuffPost.
They wanted instead for the tooth
fairy “to turn him into a girl.”
Dylan, who is now in their first year of
high school and uses the pronouns
“they” and “them,” said they always
felt like a girl inside. They began taking steps to live as their authentic self
last year but put the process on
pause after feeling it wasn’t the right
time and fearing they would not be
accepted. That changed, however,
after they were named homecoming
queen at their New Orleans high
school ― the first person in the city to
receive such an honor who was not
assigned female at birth.
“Winning homecoming queen, wearing a dress and makeup out in public,
knowing everyone would know and
being more exposed and getting over
the fear of judgment is what makes
me want to keep going,” Dylan said.
They also credit the ongoing support
of friends and family with their comfort moving forward in their transition
at this time and said they wanted to

“Our page had over 13,000 views
and 198 shares, with only about six
negative comments, so not too bad,”
J.D. said.
share their story to help other kids who
might not be so lucky to have the same
sense of community rallying around
them.
As part of the two-day homecoming
festivities, Dylan bought their first gown
and got their hair and makeup done by
people in the community who offered
their services after hearing their story.
New Orleans–based photographer
Scott Saltzman was on hand to capture
the exciting events, which included a
dance and game. Dylan wore a beautiful suit to attend the latter and was
walked to their spot on the homecoming court by their dad.

To help with costs associated with the
events, J.D. set up a GoFundMe page,

“We really want to get the message
out there so we can help other kids
like me,” said Dylan.
Dylan’s transition has meant an adjustment for the family. J.D. took gender studies courses so he would be
prepared and informed about what
Dylan was going through when the
time came, and while the two of them
acknowledge the current political climate can be daunting, they are
steadfast in their belief that sharing
their story will help normalize ― and
thus make it harder to discount ―
transgender people.
“I’m really grateful that my child is
growing up in a time now where there
is clearly a lot more acceptance than
there ever was when I was a kid,”
J.D. said.

Transgender Boxer Wins 1st Fight Against Another Man
David Moye, Huff Post

Image CBC

When boxer Patricio Manuel hit his
opponent Hugo Aguilar at a Saturday
night match in Indio, California, he
also was punching his way through
societal barriers.

“Pat has always been a male,” his
mother told the Los Angeles Times.
“It’s just Pat was not assigned properly at birth.”
After starting hormone therapy, Manuel added 15 pounds and some facial hair, and his voice got deeper.

The 33-year-old Manuel’s win over
Aguilar marked the culmination of a
six-year journey to become the first
transgender male boxer in U.S. history.
“I wouldn’t trade any of it. It was worth
everything I went through to get to this
point,” Manuel told the Los Angeles
Times. “I’m a professional boxer now.”
When he identified as a woman, Manuel was a five-time national
amateur champion and competed in
the 2012 Olympic Trials before being
forced to withdraw because of a
shoulder injury.
Manuel told the Desert Sun newspaper that the injury was a blessing in

In 2015, Manuel flew to Salt Lake
City to have his breasts removed,
and his grandmother paid for the
nearly $6,000 procedure.

disguise.
“I needed all that to happen,” he said.
“I don’t know if I would be able to perform. I think it needed to happen this
way. I’m just really glad with the way
everything played out.”
Manuel remembered being nervous
about telling his mother, Loretta Butler,
he was going to transition, only to be
surprised by her reaction.
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The three judges scoring Saturday’s
fight gave it to Manuel 39-37. He told
the Los Angeles Times he will definitely continue boxing in 2019.
“I’m going to take some time off, enjoy the holidays and then fight at the
end of February. That’s the goal,” he
said. “I definitely want to keep going.
It’s been so long since I fought. The
rust has been shaken off. Now it’s
time to keep moving.”

Short Film Takes A Powerful Look At The Struggles Of Transgender Youth
Curtis M. Wong, Huff Post, Photo Paul Grace

Actor, director and activist Jake Graf
says he hopes to shine a light on the
struggles young transgender people experience with his new harrowing short
film.

professionally. In March, the London native married Hannah Winterbourne, the
highest-ranking openly trans officer in the
British Army. He also appeared opposite
Keira Knightley in the biopic “Colette,”
which debuted to great acclaim at the
Sundance Film Festival in January.

Released Tuesday, “Listen” dramatizes a
number of scenarios that, unfortunately,
remain too common for young trans people. The 4 1/2-minute clip, which can be
viewed above, shows them being ignored
and bullied by classmates, or mocked as
they attempt to use a locker room that
aligns with their gender identity. One
teen avoids eating and drinking in hopes
of avoiding the possible embarrassment
of visiting a public restroom.

“Listen” is the latest in a series of short
films written and directed by Graf that
explore LGBTQ issues. Last year, he
teamed up with the global advocacy
group Shape History for “Trans Youth,”
featuring 10 British activists reflecting on
the stigma they regularly experience because of their gender identity.
Graf, who began his gender confirmation
process in his 20s, has been shaken by a
visible rise in anti-LGBTQ sentiment in
both the U.S. and around the world.

Graf told HuffPost he hopes to inspire
viewers to “listen to our trans and queer
youth” with the film, released in honor of
Transgender Awareness Week.
“If they tell you who they are, that they
are being bullied, that they want to dress differently or use
a particular bathroom, they just need us to hear them and
help,” he said. “They know exactly who they are, and that
certainly should be admired rather than doubted.”
For Graf, 2018 was a banner year both personally and

“Transgender people have been around
since the dawn of time, and we sure
aren’t going anywhere,” he said. “Our community is rising
up and fighting harder than ever, and more and more of us
are making our voices heard. ... Now, more than ever,
there is no place for apathy and inaction.”
View Movie Trailer Here

Suicide Resources
People dealing with gender identity issues are not immune from other sources of depression and mental illness. There is help available to you with bearing the unbearable. IN A CRISIS, CALL the local and national resources first. It is best to make contact via phone or in
person; emailing often does not provide the immediate
response needed in an emergency. These are the professionals and organizations trained to help you during a crisis. You are not alone.
The Trevor Project
1-800-SUICIDE
1-866-488-7386

Annual Potluck Dinner

Saturday, January 12th at 6:00 pm
EVERYONE is invited to our Holiday Potluck Dinner on
January 12th! In lieu of our normal dinner and meeting,
TransCentralPA is hosting a potluck dinner at the MCC of
the Spirit in Harrisburg. Doors open at 6:00 pm and we
plan to seat at 6:30 pm
TransCentralPA will be providing the plates, napkins, utensils, table cloths, and cups. Plan on a serving size for 4-6
people (12 if you sign up for rolls/bread or water). If needed, please bring a serving utensil for your dish as well.
The church has limited oven space, so please plan accordingly. And please, NO alcohol--the MCC does not permit it.
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R&B Legend Jackie Shane On Growing Up Trans in the South
Zackary Drucker, Broadly

Although Laverne and I are both committed enthusiasts of trans history, neither of us had ever heard of her.

Jackie Shane
It was a humid August night in Manhattan when I was introduced to the
legend Jackie Shane. Susan Stryker,
pioneer of trans academia and esteemed historian, was wowing actress Laverne Cox and I with tales of
the most obscure figures in
transgender history. Susan lead us
on a journey from nonbinary Quaker
leader Jemima Wilkenson, who rose
from the dead to declare themselves
a genderless being in 1776, to renegade Joseph Lobdell, who lived off
the grid and kept a bear on a leash in
the mid-1800’s, finally landing on the
jaw-dropping talent of Jackie Shane.

Trans-Help

As we congregated around an iPhone
to watch a grainy, black and white
YouTube video of Shane’s hit “Walking
the Dog,” I felt something light up deep
within me. If this trans performer was
openly mixing gender signals—in a
tailored suit and a full face of make
up—on national television in 1965,
where else did we exist in plain sight
throughout history? How was it possible that Jackie Shane was not a
household name for every queer person in America?
Jackie Shane burst onto the scene as
an R&B musician in the 1960s. After
getting her start in music with a traveling carnival, she went on to release her
album Any Other Way in 1967. Shane
had been living as a woman since her
teen years in the 1950s, when it was
still illegal to cross-dress in many
states. And her life story reads like a
film: encounters with the mob, kidnapping, and a personal disappearance
that left people thinking she was murdered for years. Finally, in 2017,
Shane’s music was re-released, and
the soulful enigma re-emerged in
Nashville, Tennessee after 46 years of
silence.

website
1315 Spruce Street
Philadelphia, PA
(267) 235-4570

When I was invited this past May to
correspond with Shane for her “Dear
Jackie” advice column, featured on
her website, I wrote to her immediately. Jackie’s wisdom in response
was generous and precise, and I
knew she would have more to offer
for Trans Legends.
When I daydream, I often get lost in
escape fantasies. I imagine this is
true of many trans people; seeing
and being able to manifest ourselves
in a world built upon our exclusion is
exhausting, and we invariably contemplate being invisible, disappearing, not being trans, and other modes
of living that perhaps would take less
of a toll. The ultimate goal is to survive life for as long as possible,
knowing that we owe it to ourselves,
and to our predecessors and descendants, to carry on. Jackie Shane
survived by always prioritizing her
own self-preservation, by only ever
being Jackie, and not trying to be
anything to anyone else. I am grateful
to her for that; our mere existence is
enough.

More about Jackie’s Interview here

Trans-Help is a trans-led, trans civil rights project of the Urban Affairs Coalition. They understands the transgender community with an unma tched

level of experience and knowledge –they are trans people helping trans people –
and they continue to advance and accelerate significant, positive life-changing
events for trans people in the legal, social services and medical services areas and
by educating the surrounding community in trans specific issues. Trans-Help spe-

cializes in trans right litigation and advocacy.

They never charge their clients. Instead, they rely on donations to keep their doors open to anyone in need. Legal cases
cost tens of thousands of dollars – and any attorney's fees we’re awarded fall far short of covering our costs. So they
turn to the community as a stakeholder to give people the chance they deserve.
Trans-Help’s recent successes include Doe v. Romberger (providing Pennsylvanians with gender accurate birth certificates (2016)); Doe v. Dallas (lifting Pennsylvania’s ban on trans Medicaid care((2016)); and Doe v. Arrisi (obtaining a
declaration from the Trump Administration that it is the Policy of the US to support trans rights under the ADA (2017)).
Recent awards include recognition on the inaugural list of Top 10 LGBT Advocates (2017) by the Philadelphia Business
Journal. They continue to champion for transgender individuals and their families. To donate to Trans-Help, click here.

www.AlderHealth.org

Improving the Health of All
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Submit a Workshop

Make My Hotel Reservations Now

Deadline to Submit Work Shop
is January 15th, 2019.

The Sheraton is very excited to host our event once again
and is offering Traditional Double and Deluxe King rooms
at the rate of $119/night regardless of occupancy. Club
level rooms are also available at reduced rates as well.
These reduced rates are only available until January 18th,
2019 then prices increase to the normal Keystone room
rate.

We are looking for speakers, presenters and workshop
moderators to cover a diverse range of topics that appeal
to the spectrum of Transgender individuals, their families
and friends. We had 600+ attendees last year--Female-toMales, Male-to-Females, Spouses, Significant Others,
Non-ops, Pre-ops, Post-ops, Educators, Doctors, Counselors, Social Workers, Lawyers and other professionals-whose ages ranged from 8 to 87.

Reduced Room Rate Ends
January 18th, 2019 at 5:00 pm ET

Room Reservation Information

Submit a Workshop Proposal

Vendors & Advertisers
We welcome your participation in the Keystone Conference 2019! This marks the 11th year we celebrate the
diversity of gender at our annual conference in Pennsylvania’s centrally located capital city of Harrisburg.

All Ad Material Is Due
February 22nd, 2019
Vendor and Advertiser information is posted to the Keystone website. Click on the buttons below for more information about how to become a vendor and/or advertiser
in our program booklet.

Vendor Information
Advertising Information

There is a VERY limited number of rooms at the hotel still
available so please make your reservations as soon as
possible. Click on the link below for more information about
the rooms and the link to make your room reservations at
the Sheraton.

Check Out FE2019 and Other Events
We've listed a number of other gender conferences and
events on the Keystone site because we'd hate for you to
miss an opportunity to learn, grow and have fun. So check
out the list and please let us know if we missed one !

Next conference up is First Event 2019
First Event 2019 will be held January 30th to February 3rd,
2019 at the Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel in Marlboro,
Massachusetts and welcomes all gender variant and questioning persons, their families, allies, and professionals to
celebrate, meet old friends, make new friends, teach and
learn from each other at one of the oldest and largest
transgender conferences in the world.

Attendee Registration Opens January 15th.
Visit www.Keystone-Conference.org for details!
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