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August 2016
Announcements
August’s Dinner will be at Carley’s
Restaurant on Saturday, August
13th at 5:30 pm. We’ll sit down
promptly at 6:00 pm. Please RSVP if
you plan to attend at our website.
August’s Meeting is Saturday,
August 13th at 8:30 pm. Doors will
open at approximately 8:00 pm. After hour activities usually ensue after
the meeting at the Sheraton’s Dog
& Pony Lounge. Check with Suzane
Oliva or Katie Ward for information.
August Birthdays! Katie W and
Kim S. Want birthday greetings?
Want us to pass along Birthday
greetings? Let us know what
month you were born and we’ll
post it.
The Fall Achievement Benefit, the
LGBT Center’s premiere fund raising
event, will be held September 10,
2016 in Harrisburg. This is a moveup from their typical timeframe of
November. The Center promises a
fresh, new format this year at the
Pennsylvania State Museum.
Suzanne’s Annual Pre-FAB Dinner will be held Friday, September
9 at Carrabba’s Italian Grill in Mechanicsburg. If interested, please
contact Suzane directly at suzane.oliva@comcast.net .
TransCentralPA’s 2nd Annual
Potluck Picnic is Sunday, September 25th at Gifford Pinchot State
Park from 2pm to dusk. Hamburgers and hotdogs provided by
TransCentralPA. Plan to bring your
own beverage, however, alcohol

is NOT permitted in a State Park.
Bring something small to share.
Watch for the sign up at the

TransCentralPA’s Booth at the Pride Festival of Central PA
TransCentralPA Website soon. Please
contact us at info@TransCentralPA.org. The Quaker
Race day area has restroom facilities
and is located in a fairly secure section
of the park. It features a covered pavilion with horseshoe pit and hiking
trails. Plenty of seating is available in
the covered pavilion, however if you
would prefer, please feel free to bring
your lawn chairs. If you have yard
games, bring them along. Last year 35
of us had a great time, so make plans
now to join us for a fun afternoon.

Mark Your Calendars! Dates for the
2017 Keystone Conference are March
22-26th. Announcements will be sent
out this summer when the rooms at the
Sheraton and Red Lion become available at the special Keystone rate. Keep
an eye on the website www.keystoneconference.org for updates.
TCPA Membership Dues are a onetime annual fee of $20. Spouses or
SOs are $10 for the year. Dues are
used to pay for meeting space, program literature, our website and our

affiliation with and support of community groups and activities such as
Common Roads, the Community
Center, Central Pennsylvania Pride,
etc. Please continue to support our
organization and efforts by joining or
renewing your membership—we are
making a difference!
The LGBT Center has started offering meet-ups in Lancaster and York
for LGBT women, LGBT men, LGBT
parents, and LGBT seniors. Each
meet-up takes place one Monday
each month in Lancaster, and one
Wednesday each month in York.
Information can be found at

www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/
programs, visitors can also link to
a closed Facebook group for the
relevant meet-ups they may be interested in connecting with. Contact
Louie Marven at (717) 920-9534 or email at
lmarven@centralpalgbtcenter.org if

Continued on Page 3….

Page 2

Calendar of Events

Joanne’s Jottings

Bold text are TransCentralPA sponsored

I am writing this piece on July 31, 2016 and we now
have two Pride Events completed, and we will have
participated in the York Equality Fest before our August meeting. We will then have only the one at Millersville University in October remaining.

Aug

Aug 4-7

So many people helped this year already, and I must
say, it certainly reduced the impact on yours truly.
Because so many of you stepped up, I cannot list the
names now, but will later. I must admit though that I
am fearful that I might leave someone out, and because this organization is a team; its members must
always be recognized for their role in our success.
Nonetheless, for now, you know who you are and I
appreciate your efforts more than you know.

Joanne Carroll
President

Let me catch you up on a few things:






On July 18, 2016, Gretchen Little, Liz Leen, and myself, participated with the Department of Corrections in the inaugural video conference with transgender identified inmates. We were connected
live for one hour with 10 State Correctional Institutions with participation by 55 incarcerated trans-persons. It was a rush, because
our prime mission is to provide support to the trans-community and
these video conferences are designed to provide that support. Going forward we will meet monthly, with our next event on August 16,
2016. For that event, I am trying to include a trans-man, because
there were several male-identified inmates that we need to support
as well.
On August 3, 2016, I will be attending a meeting with Nik Miller one
of our new mom-members and others to chart the way forward for a
support group for families with trans-kids. Providing support to families has been a major goal for TransCentralPA for some time now,
and it appears that we may closer than ever.
At last month’s meeting, we had perhaps the highest attendance
ever at a monthly meeting. By my best estimate, we had well over
50 in attendance. WOW!

I want you to know that we are not really a local organization any longer. We have members scattered across the Commonwealth and the
nation, so if anyone asks you what is TransCentralPA, you can tell them
this. “We are a national organization, based in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and our mission is to provide advocacy and caring support for
transgender individuals, their significant others, families, friends and
allies. TransCentralPA also provides gender education and information
to businesses, organizations, educational institutions and governmental
agencies.”
In closing, I am so proud to serve you and I cannot thank you enough
for giving me the opportunity to represent you and the organization that
I love so dearly.
Once again, hugs and love until I see you again.
Love and Hugs,
Joanne

Camp Aranu’tiq: Harbor Camps,
a nonprofit program serving transgender
& gender-variant youth & their families.
Gender Odyssey 2016
Washington State Conventions Center

Aug 7

Equality Fest
York, PA

Aug 11

Femme Fever
Sizzling Summer
Sweethearts Party

Aug 13

TransCentralPA Dinner
Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit
& Social Time

Aug 13

FTM-Central Dinner
Harrisburg, PA

Sep 10

TransCentralPA Dinner
Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit
Social Time-Location TBD

Oct 8

TransCentralPA Dinner
Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit
Social Time-Location TBD

Oct 16

2016 Little Rock, Pride Fest
Little Rock, AR

Nov 12

TransCentralPA Dinner
Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit
Social Time-Location TBD

Nov 16

2016 Lake Erie Gala
Erie, PA

Dec
11-13

LGBT Tourism & Hospitality Conference
Las Vegas, NV

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org for details & more event info!
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you have any questions about these
new programs.
Erie Sisters Gala Registration for the
2016 Lake Erie Gala is now
OPEN! This years Gala will be held
from November 16 - 20 at the Clarion
hotel, 2800 West 8th St. in Erie PA.
This location offers, among other
things, an indoor pool, whirlpool and
sauna, and is within walking distance of
the Colony Plaza that features many
vendors that have welcomed us on
tours in the past and is near Presque
Isle State Park. Note also that all meals
for the gala will be served--no buffet
meals. For registration forms and more
information, visit the Erie Sisters and
Brothers website at: The Erie Sisters.
Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey Hotel
now has a year-around discount for
TransCentralPA! The year-around reduced rate of $119/night ($159/night in
June, July and August) is available to
all TransCentralPA members and
guests. To take advantage of this rate,
visit the Sheraton’s website and enter
in the SET Code 529363 where it asks
for Corporate Account Holders.
Red Roof Inn Discount We have negotiated a rate of $42.99/night for 2015
for both TransCentralPA members and
guests. To take advantage of this special offer, call the hotel directly at (717)
939-1331 and use the rate code
“TCPA”. Ask for details. They are also
offering a special price for their Business King suites.

Have an announcement? E-mail us at

info@TransCentralPA.org.

Launch Party surrounding Opt-In for Life!!!
Hershey Medical Center, REACCH, Hamilton Health, and Alder Health Services have partnered together to create a website, social media sites, and an
app for your phone; all will have information surrounding health and wellness,
HIV prevention and HIV treatment.
As part of Third in the ‘Burg, on Friday August 19th we will be hosting a
launch party to promote Opt-In for Life. There will be free food and entertainment as well as information tables. After the launch party we will be going over
to The District for an after party with more food and entertainment. Their hopes
for this project is to educate people on HIV prevention and to find ways to increase overall retention rates for people living with HIV that are within the ages
of 18-34.
At the Launch Party you will be able to find information on each site involved in
this project, the functions of the APP, a chance hear testimonies of people living with HIV, hear from HIV providers, and mingle with members of the community who share a mutual interest in HIV prevention and treatment. We are
very excited about this initiative and hope you are able to join us!! Feel free to
pass out these flyers to others that you think may be interested in our event!

TranscentralPA’s
2nd Annual Picnic
Gifford Pinchot State Park
Sunday, Sept. 25th
from 2 pm to Dusk.
Hamburgers and hotdogs provided by TransCentralPA. Bring your own beverage, however, alcohol is NOT permitted in a State Park. Bring something
small to share. Sign up information will be posted to the website in September.

October 16-23, 2016

The Quaker Race day area has restroom facilities and is located in a fairly secure section of the park. It features a covered pavilion with horseshoe pit and
hiking trails. Plenty of seating is available in the covered pavilion, however if
you would prefer, please feel free to bring your lawn chairs. If you have yard
games, bring them along. Last year 35 of us had a great time, so make plans
now to join us for a fun afternoon.
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TLDEF announced the appointment of
Jillian T. Weiss as its new Executive Director. Weiss is a nationally recognized
transgender rights attorney and law professor who brings three decades of legal
experience to the post. Weiss succeeds
Michael Silverman, who founded the organization in 2003. The story is featured at Buzzfeed News.
Last week, NCTE and our partners at
Fairness USA launched a major public education campaign to raise
awareness of the discrimination and
need for protections for trans people
across the U.S. The campaign features a television ad depicting the
mistreatment and harassment that
many trans people face when using a
public restroom.
NCTE’s newly released survey data shows that 59% of trans people
avoided bathrooms in the last year
because they were afraid of problems like being confronted and 31%
avoided eating and drinking so they
didn’t have to. And, even more appalling, one in 10 of the trans people
who did use a public restroom reported that they were harassed, attacked, or sexually assaulted.
We hope this ad will open some eyes
and hopefully change some hearts
and minds too. It was show on Fox
News during the Republican National
Convention and also on MSNBC during the Democratic National Convention.
Start a conversation about it with
your friends and family. Tell people
how it feels as a trans person—or a
family member or friend of a trans
person—to be discriminated against,
harassed, or excluded from restrooms or any other area of life. This
ad only shows one person’s story.
Watch the ad now.

“Jillian has a powerful track record of fighting for the rights of transgender people
in the workplace. Her cases have resulted in landmark settlements and rulings
increasing protections for transgender employees and sending an unmistakable
message that employment bias will not be tolerated,” said Alaina Kupec and
Joseph A. Hall, co-chairs, TLDEF Board of Directors. “Jillian is also one of the
nation’s preeminent transgender discrimination scholars who keenly understands the power of the courts and progressive government in achieving
transgender equality under the law. She is the perfect individual to assume
TLDEF’s leadership mantle at this critical moment in our history. We are grateful
that she has accepted the challenge and look forward to working with her as we
advance TLDEF’s mission.”
TLDEF works to achieve transgender equality through litigation, education and
shaping public policy.
Under Michael Silverman’s leadership, TLDEF launched successful advocacy
efforts on issues involving access to health care, the rights of transgender people to use restrooms without discrimination, the rights of transgender students to
attend school free from discrimination, and the rights of transgender people to
obtain government-issued ID that matches their gender identity.
“Jillian is a tremendous advocate for transgender equality with an extraordinary
list of transgender rights accomplishments,” said Silverman. “She brings the exact qualities necessary to lead TLDEF into the next decade. I am confident the
organization is in good hands with Jillian at the helm.”
Mark your calendars for two house parties to benefit the
Center.
On Sunday, August 14, at 3:00 pm, An Afternoon in
Gretna. Hosted by Stinson Stroup. Featuring wine
and heavy appetizers.
On Tuesday, August 23, 6:00 pm, Backyard Benefit
featuring jazz musician Carsie Blanton Hosted by Andrea Glass of Lancaster.
Featuring oysters from the Lancaster City Oyster Company, local beer and wine,
and Lancaster County favorites.
$50 per person, per event. Space is limited.
Reserve your spot today! RSVP to party@centralpalgbtcenter.org and we will
prompt you to complete your registration with payment.

Lancaster and York
Women's Meet-Ups
The Center also offers meet-up groups for LGBT Women in Lancaster and York. These programs are open spaces for LGBT women of all backgrounds and identities.
Harrisburg (LGBT Center, 1306 N 3rd St): 3rd Tuesdays
Lancaster (Candy Factory, 342 N Queen St, WHS D): 2nd Mondays
York (Heidelberg UCC, 47 W Philadelphia St): 4th Wednesdays
These monthly meet-ups take place from 6-8 pm and are facilitated by volunteers. Volunteer leaders are committed to
creating community, networking, sharing resources, learning, building substance-free social space, making sure our
communities are visible, identifying outreach opportunities, and making and finding safe spaces. Drop in sometime to
participate in YOUR community!
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Trans-Headliners
Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your reading pleasure. Opinions & views in these links cannot be
assumed to be of TransCentralPA, nor the Officers or Members of TransCentralPA. Our goal is to simply provide you with information
& thought-provoking viewpoints. If you would like to submit a story, please email us at info@TransCentralPA.org
TG Military Cop Describes Feeling ‘Liberated’ When First Exploring Cross-Dressing
New Hampshire Governor Bans Transgender Discrimination In State Government
Putting-the-pieces-together-new-home-to-help-lgbt-homeless-opens-in-n-philly
Federal Judge Orders High School To Let Trans Student Use Boys’ Restroom
Putting-the-pieces-together-new-home-to-help-lgbt-homeless-opens-in-n-philly
Sneak Peek At The New Season Of The Trans Reality Show ‘Transcendent’
Pennsylvania Department of Human Services Medical Assistance Bulletin
IN-SERVICE TRANSITION FOR TRANSGENDER SERVICE MEMBERS

Caitlyn Jenner covers 'Sports Illustrated,' reflects on decathlon and Bruce
Gender-Neutral Bathrooms: (Hopefully) Coming Soon to a City Near You
This Trans Man Just Came Out To The World In The Best Way Possible
Check Australian Millionaire Comes Out as Transgender on Television
Kris Jenner Explains How She Dealt With Caitlyn Jenner’s Transition
Meet The First Trans Athlete To Be Featured In ESPN’s Body Issue
American Airlines Shows Its Support for the LGBT Community
President-Obama-designates-stonewall-national-monument
Why we still need statewide protections from discrimination
Creative Solution To The Transgender ‘Bathroom Bill’ War
This Trans Woman Dared to Be Herself in 1960s America
My Transgender Life: Peace In The House (Shalom Bayit)

Transgender Decision Raises Questions of Combat Jobs
The Humiliating Practice of Sex-Testing Female Athletes
GLAAD Celebrity Activists Talk LGBT Equality and More
Trans woman goes ahead with surgery after court battle
Sothwest Airlines outreach to the LGBT Community
Transgender Rights-Mara Keisling talks on CSPAN
Plans forming for Gayborhood Orlando fundraiser

New Policy on Surgery
The Pennsylvania Department of Human Services has issued
a new Medical Assistance Bulletin on Affirmation Surgery. Click
here to view the Bulletin. If you are unable to view by clicking,
copy and paste the below url to your web browser to access
the bulletin directly.

Transgender Soldiers Make Us A Stronger Military
Coming Out’ At 72: Who I Am And Why It Matters
IOC Loosens Guidelines on Transgender Athletes

http://www.dhs.pa.gov/cs/groups/webcontent/documents/
bulletin_admin/c_233793.pdf

My Transgender Life: PRIDE Lasts All Year Long
Drag Race Season 8 Contestants Live In Philly
In first, White House hires openly trans staffer
The Impact Of HIV On The Trans Community
State agency: D.A. must certify Morris records
ActionAIDS changes name, expands mission
Trans Pioneer Fights for Trans Community

Join Equality PA Trans
on Facebook

PA Senate committee approves antibias bill
New-group-for-women-trans-femme-cyclists
Equality PA Hires Trans-Rights Organizer
Empowering Transgender Lights to Shine
US Military to Lift Transgender Ban
Femme Fever News

www.AlderHealth.org
Improving the Health of All
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Sarah McBride’s History Making
Speech at the DNC
“My name is Sarah McBride, and I am a transgender American. Four years ago, I came out as transgender while serving
as student body president in college. At the time, I was scared.
I worried that my dreams and my identity were mutually exclusive.
Since then, I have seen that change is possible. I witnessed
history while interning in the White House and helping my
home state of Delaware pass protections for transgender people. Today, I see this change in the work of the LGBT Caucus
and in my own job at the Human Rights Campaign.
But despite our progress, so much work remains. Will we be a
nation where there’s only one way to love, one way to look,
one way to live? Or, will we be a nation where everyone has
the freedom to live openly and equally; a nation that’s Stronger
Together? That’s the question in this election.

Sarah McBride, LGBTQ rights activist and national press secretary of the Human Rights Campaign history making speech
at the Democratic National Convention. She is the first openly
transgendered person to address a national political party
convention. Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney looks on
during the fourth day of the party’s convention.

For me, this struggle for equality became all the more urgent
when I learned that my future husband, Andrew, was battling
cancer. I met Andy, who was a transgender man, fighting for equality and we fell in love. And even in the face of his terminal illness — this 28 year-old — he never wavered in his commitment to our cause and his belief that this country can
change. We married in 2014, and just five days after our wedding, he passed away.
Knowing Andy left me profoundly changed. More than anything, his passing taught me that every day matters when it
comes to building a world where every person can live their life to the fullest.
Hillary Clinton understands the urgency of our fight. She will work with us to pass the Equality Act, to combat violence
against transgender women of color, and to end the HIV and AIDS epidemic once and for all.

Today in America, LGBTQ people are targeted by hate that lives in both laws and hearts. Many still struggle just to get
by. But I believe tomorrow can be different. Tomorrow, we can be respected and protected — especially if Hillary Clinton
is our president. And that’s why I’m proud to say that I’m with her.”

TLDEF’s Annual Freedom Awards
The Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund is pleased to
announce that their annual Freedom Awards will take place on
Monday, October 24th.
The Freedom Awards is their signature cocktail event that brings together nearly 400 guests to celebrate the
transgender community and renew their commitment to supporting TLDEF’s work for equal rights. Last year’s Freedom
Awards raised more than $300,000 and they aim to surpass that milestone at this year’s event.
Stay tuned for information about honorees and awards, as well as sponsorship and ticket availability. TLDEF is dedicated to ending discrimination based on gender identity and expression, and to achieving equality for transgender people
through high-impact litigation, education, and public policy. Your support makes it possible.
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The Movie ‘Trans'— A Look at a Transgender New Hope Plastic Surgeon
is a serious public health issue," she
adds, citing the vastly increased incidence of suicide attempts among
transgender people.

She's one of the transgender community's most passionate advocates. Yet New Hope plastic surgeon Christine McGinn has an
equally intense suspicion of the
news media even as she relies on
them to get her message heard.
"There is so much ignorance out
there about transgendered people,"
says McGinn, one of half a dozen
transgender men and women profiled in Trans, a documentary recently screened Sunday at Philadelphia’s QFest and one of an unusually large crop of transgender
films at the annual lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender film festival.
"I've been on Anderson Cooper, Dr.
Oz, and Oprah Winfrey, and even
these shows have a difficulty with
transgender representation,"
McGinn continues. "The most wellmeaning hosts can end up making
a circus of it all."
Despite her reservations, McGinn
agreed to take part in Trans after
meeting its producer, Mark Schoen,
who served with her on the board
of the National Advisory Council on
Sexual Health, formed by former
U.S. Surgeon General David
Satcher.
"Basically we got to talking about ...
how there is a need for a wellmade documentary that covers
some of the social issues that affect transgendered people," says
McGinn, one of the few surgeons in
America who specialize in sexreassignment surgery.
Schoen, founder of the sex healtheducation company Sex Smart
Films, says he and McGinn decided to approach the topic from a
new angle.

Dr. Christine McGinn

McGinn, Schoen says, was disenchanted with media coverage that
focused only on her personal story,
which he allows is "a fantastic story."
Born Christopher McGinn, she was
raised in Bucks County and trained at
the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine before enjoying a
career as a flight surgeon, first with
the Navy, then with NASA.
She was subjected to intense — and,
she says, exploitive — media coverage in 2000 when she had sexreassignment surgery. Schoen promised he would not sensationalize his
subjects, and his film does not dwell
on McGinn's preoperative state.

"This film is about discrimination, human justice, and civil rights," says
Schoen, who moved to New Hope
two months ago. Issues covered in
the film include workplace discrimination, hate crimes, and the antipathy
of the health-insurance industry to
transgender health needs.
McGinn says most major medical
organizations, including the American
Medical Association, consider hormone therapy and surgery not as
elective treatments but as necessary
for the transgender individual's wellbeing. "There has been plenty of research which shows that the therapy
that combines hormones and surgery
is very effective," says McGinn. "This

Trans explores these issues as they
affect five other individuals, including
female-to-male transgender Cris Salamanca, a 22-year-old student from
Colombia whose gender confusion led
him "to intensely self-destructive behavior," says Schoen. "We invited him
to Philadelphia Trans-Health Conference, where he had a life-changing
experience" after learning about his
condition.
Two of the film's subjects didn't decide to
transition from male to female until they
were in their 50s. One of those subjects,
identified only as Pam, "had a successful
business career, a wife, and three kids,"
says Schoen. "She did everything a parent
could possibly do for her kids, but when
she came out, they all rejected her." Another subject, Danann, was born a boy but
decided at the age of 7 that she was female. The film follows her family's decision
to allow her to dress and live as a girl.
Trans director Chris Arnold says each
portrait tries to show "that each trans experience is really something that everyone
can understand and sympathize with."
He adds, "The film is trying to reach out to
people who have had no real education
about the trans experience and show that
these are not freaks ... but that they are
the most discriminated group in America."
QFest is showing other films about the
transgender experience, including I Stand
Corrected, a documentary about King of
Prussia native John Leitham, a bassist
who performed with the Mel Tormé Orchestra and Doc Severinsen's Tonight
Show band before transitioning to Jennifer; Facing Mirrors, the first transgender
film by an Iranian director; and Melting
Away, the first such film from Israel. For
schedule information, go to
www.qfest.com.

York Equality Fest
Sunday, August 7th
12:00p—6:00p
Penn Park, York, PA
Equality Fest is an annual, day long, family friendly, community, arts and cultural
celebration held in downtown York City inspired by the historic passage of marriage equality. The event actively celebrates the full inclusion of ALL wonderfully
diverse citizens in ALL aspects of civic life - regardless of race, ethnicity, culture of origin, age, gender, gender expression, mental or physical ability, social status, economic status or sexual orientation. This event is FREE and open to the
public and intended to produce a full day which fosters connections, awareness and activism within the beautifully diverse citizenship of southcentral PA.
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Transgender Brits Born Male Could
Compete in Rio Olympics as Women
Jeremy Armstrong Mirror Staff Writer

Two British athletes born male could make history by competing as women at Rio. The unnamed pair would be the world’s
first transgender Olympians if selected to compete this year.
But campaigners warned giving them places on Team GB
might be deemed “too tricky”. They said the athletes might be
tempted to “drop back” to stay out of the spotlight.
Critics say male-to-female competitors have a biological advantage and sporting authorities have been wrestling with the
rules.
Delia Johnston, 61, of Trans In Sport, said the two athletes “transitioned long ago” and had represented Britain in Europe. She said: “Their sports federations are aware of their gender history. “But if they were in a gold or silver -position
they’d probably drop back because their fear of ridicule is so massive.”
Their status is not known to rivals from other nations or the British Olympic Association. Delia said: “They should be selected, but fear they will be deemed too tricky. ”The athletes must demonstrate their testosterone levels have been sufficiently low in the last year. Previously surgery was required before a transgender athlete could compete in the Games.
The International Olympic Committee (IOC) implemented a rule change for the Rio Olympics that allows biological men
to compete as women without undergoing sex reassignment surgery.

Declassifying Transgender Identity
The World Health Organization is moving toward declassifying transgender identity as a mental disorder in its global list of medical conditions. This comes as “a
new study lends additional support to a proposal that would delete the decades-old designation.” The New York Times
adds that “in the fifth and most recent edition,” the American Psychiatric Association’s Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
of Mental Disorders, “the designation was changed to ‘gender dysphoria,’ and was defined to apply to only those
transgender people who are experiencing distress or dysfunction, said” psychiatrist Jack Drescher, MD, a
“psychoanalyst at New York Medical College, who serves on the WHO working group and served on a similar working
group for the DSM-5.”
Social Rejection, Violence May Be Primary Source Of Mental Distress In Many Transgender People. A study reports that
“social rejection and violence that many transgender people experience appears to be the primary source of their mental
distress, as opposed to the distress being solely the result of being transgender,” researchers found. The findings of the
250-participant study were published in The Lancet Psychiatry. In its coverage of the study, it also points out that the
“American Psychiatric Association removed gender identity disorder from the” DSM-5.

Pennsylvania Medicaid Approves Necessary Transition Services
The Pennsylvania state Department of Health and Human Services is finalizing new regulations to ensure trans Medicaid recipients are provided medically necessary transition services.
The new regulations are the outcome of a federal antibias suit filed by “John Doe,” a trans
Medicaid recipient denied a medically necessary hysterectomy. The lawsuit, filed in February, officially ended July 15 by order of U.S. District Judge J. Curtis Joyner. Services covered by the state include gender-confirmation surgery, hysterectomy, hormonal therapy,
breast reconstruction, penectomy, vaginoplasty, mastectomy, vaginal dilation and release of
labial adhesions.

FAB 2016 Refreshed
The LGBT’s Center's annual fundraising and awards benefit,
FAB, will be back this year in a different form. Stay tuned for
information on the honorees.
For now, save the date: Saturday, September 10, 6:00 pm at
the Pennsylvania State Museum on 300 North Street in Harrisburg

