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October 2015
Announcements
October dinner will be at The Federal
Tap House on Saturday, October 10th
at 5:30pm. We’ll sit down promptly at
6:00 pm. Please RSVP if you plan to
attend at our website.
October’s Meeting is Saturday, October 10th at 8:30 pm. Doors will open
at approximately 8:00 pm.
Special Guest at October Meeting
The Director of the Harrisburg Office
of Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) will attend our
October meeting to explain their recent ruling mandating that employers
must provide restroom access for
transgender employees.
The director will provide information
on transgender rights under OSHA,
information on how to handle discrimination, and information on whistle
blowing in the workplace. There will
be a question and answer session for
those who have questions.
OSHA standards require that all employers provide employees with sanitary and available toilet facilities and
published a guide to restroom access
for transgender workers on June 1st.
The main principal is that all employees, including transgender employees, have prompt access to appropriate sanitary facilities.
Birthdays! Please say Happy Birthday to Karl Ri, Rachel Le, Kai Al,
Michelle Ga, Gretchen Ly, Rick Wi,
and David Ga.

Thanks to All Who Joined us
at Our First Annual Picnic

Gifford Pinchot State Park, September 27th.
Social Time at Stock’s on Second
following the meeting. Stock’s offers
an opportunity to mingle and socialize
in a friendly atmosphere as well as an
opportunity to dance to some great
music. So for great conversation,
friendship and more, please join us at
Stock’s on 2nd. There is no cover.

Wells Fargo Bank and the National
Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce. CPGLCC was only 1 of 5 recipients nationally. Prior awards of
the CPGLCC are 2014 Excellence in
Community Impact; 2013 NGLCC
Chamber of the Year; and 2012 Excellence in Communications.

Equality PA has asked our very own
Joanne Carroll to be part of their
Board of Directors. Congratulations
Joanne!

PFLAG of Lancaster meets the second Tuesday at 7 pm athe Unitarian
Universalist Church on Chestnut
Street in Lancaster.

Congratulations CPGLCC! Also
known as the Central Pennsylvania
Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Conference, CPGLCC received $2500 from

Millersville PrideFest, hosted by
MU’s Gender and Sexuality Alliance,
will be Friday, October 9th from 59pm.

Make your room reservations now!
Visit the Keystone Website
for more information

Fall Achievement Benefit (FAB) will
be Saturday, November 14th at the
Lancaster Marriott at Penn Place, 25
South Queen Stree, Lancaster, PA
17603. FAB is a key source of funding for the LGBT Center of Central
PA, including the youth program Common Roads and annual youth confer-

Continued on Page 4...
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Joanne’s Jottings

Calendar of Events

Bold text are TransCentralPA sponsored

Activism comes with a price. Being active in the
affairs of an organization comes with a price. Simply
showing up comes with a price. The question becomes this; do the rewards meet or exceed the cost?
Thirty or more of our members and significant others
showed up at the First Annual Pot-Luck Picnic on
September 27 at Pinchot State Park. It required
each in attendance to set aside a block of time out of
a given day to participate, and for many, if not all, it
cost a buck or two to bring a food item to share, and
since we all had to travel to the location, fuel cost is
added to the bottom line.

Joanne Carroll
President

The question asked earlier was did the rewards meet or exceed the
cost. In my case, the answer is simply YES, and I would venture to
guess that is a sentiment that each person attending would echo.
The food was plentiful and delicious, the conversations were lively, the
laughs were continuous (thanks Jenny Jensen), and the spirit of
friendship could not be denied.
Why did I just spend four paragraphs to tell you all that? Because if
you were one of those that chose not to attend, you missed one of our
better and more memorable activities. Perhaps we might have the
pleasure of your company at an upcoming meeting or event, I feel
comfortable in saying that the experience of being among friends will
refresh your spirit.
In the months ahead, there will be any number of opportunities for
each of you to be supportive of each other and this community. Obviously, being present at one our monthly meetings on the second Saturday of each month must be listed first.
Next, on Friday, November 20th at 5:30 PM, we will observe the
Transgender Day of Remembrance on the steps of the Capitol in Harrisburg. This is a memorial candlelight vigil held to remember and tell
the stories of all trans-person murdered during the preceding twelve
months. Attendees light a candle, recite the names, and read the stories. It is a moving experience. Mark the event on your calendar.
The third event is our annual Holiday Potluck, to be held in lieu of our
meeting on Saturday, December 12th. More details later, but mark the
date because it is a great time of fellowship and fun.
Finally, and before you know it, the 2016 Keystone Conference will be
upon us. The dates are March 9th-13th, 2016. For those of you who
have not attended before, this is an amazing event with great seminars, outstanding speakers, delicious food, and the opportunity to get
to know other trans-persons beyond our little corner of the world. Last
year alone, we had 600 attendees representing all 50 states, most of
the Canadian Provinces, and 12 foreign countries. We will need helpers to carry out a number of important tasks at Keystone so please
consider volunteering.
Invest yourself in your organization; the rewards go well beyond what
time you may spend!
Warmly,

Joanne

Oct
10

TransCentralPA Dinner
@ Federal Taphouse
Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit
Social Time @ Stocks on 2nd

Oct
17

Anglea’s Laptop Lounge
10th Anniversary Party
Malvern, PA

Oct
18

Fantasia Fair
Provincetown, MA

Oct
28

Lake Erie Gala
Erie, PA

Oct
30

Peach State Conference
Atlanta, GA

Nov
4

Beauty at the Beach
Rehobooth Beach, DE

Nov
13

Suzane’s Pre-Fab Dinner
Harrisburg, PA

Nov
14

Fall Achievement Benefit
Lancaster, PA

Nov
14

Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit
Social Time @ Stocks on 2nd
(no dinner planned)

Dec
12

TransCentralPA Holiday Potluck Dinner
Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit
Social Time @ Stocks on 2nd

Jan 9 TransCentralPA Dinner
Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit
Social Time @ Stocks on 2nd
Jan
20

First Event Jan.20-24, 2016
Waltham, MA

Feb
13

TransCentralPA Dinner
Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit
Social Time @ Stocks on 2nd

Mar 9 Keystone Conference Mar. 9-13
Harrisburg, PA

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org
for details & more event info!
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cense, U.S. passport, and Social Security Records.

July 28, 2015 - TLDEF has demanded that Aetna Life Insurance Company reverse its decision
to deny coverage for a Colorado transgender
woman’s medically necessary gender reassignment surgery. The coverage denial violates
Colorado law, which requires companies to
cover medically necessary care for
transgender policyholders on the same terms
as all other policyholders. The story is featured in today's Denver Post.
Ashlyn Trider is a transgender woman. She
began taking steps to live openly as female in
2012 after she was diagnosed with gender
dysphoria, the diagnostic term used to refer to
discomfort or distress caused by a difference
between a person’s gender identity and their
sex assigned at birth. As part of her gender
transition, she began treatment for that condition, including hormone therapy. She also
legally changed her name and corrected the
sex designations on her Colorado driver’s li-

On January 28, Ashlyn’s surgeon submitted a
request for preauthorization for gender reassignment surgery on her behalf as part of Ashlyn’s
prescribed treatment for gender dysphoria. One
day later Aetna denied the request on the
grounds that her policy excludes coverage for all
transgender health care.
“Aetna’s categorical exclusion of treatment for
gender dysphoria violates Colorado law, which
mandates that insurance companies must cover
medically necessary health care for transgender
policyholders,” said TLDEF Staff Attorney Ethan
Rice. “In March of 2013 the Colorado Division of
Insurance issued clear guidance making it illegal
for insurance companies to exclude the vital transition-related health care that Ashlyn is seeking.”
On July 20, TLDEF appealed Aetna’s coverage
denial on Ashlyn’s behalf. Aetna has 30 days to
respond. TLDEF also filed an official complaint
with the Colorado Division of Insurance on July
23, 2015.
“Aetna denied my claims because I am
transgender,” Ashlyn said. “This is the health care
that I need. No one should be denied health care
coverage just because of who they are.”
“Transgender women like Ashlyn need medical
care, which often includes gender reassignment
surgery,” added Rice. “Aetna’s discriminatory

behavior highlights the significant challenges that transgender people face in
getting the care that they need. Aetna
must reverse this denial immediately so
that Ashlyn can receive the medically
necessary health care she needs. The
company must also change its discriminatory policy to ensure that future claims
for transgender policyholders in Colorado
are handled appropriately.”
“I just want to be able to receive medical
care without discrimination,” Ashlyn added. “Transgender people like me continue
to struggle to get our health care needs
met. My hope in speaking out about my
experience is that it will shine a light on
the discrimination that transgender people face and help bring it to an end.”
Health care related to gender transition is
widely recognized as medically necessary
by organizations such as the American
Medical Association, the American Psychological Association and the World
Professional Association for Transgender
Health. 11 jurisdictions currently bar
health insurance discrimination against
transgender people including: California,
Colorado, Connecticut, Illinois, Massachusetts, Nevada, New York, Oregon, Vermont, Washington, and Washington D.C.

Business Networking Mixer
Wednesday, October 14th
from 6:00-8:00 pm

Pennsylvania NewsMedia
Association
3899 North Front St.
Harrisburg, PA 17110
Members: Free/Prospective Member: $10

FAB 2015 will take place
on November 14th at
the Lancaster Marriott at
Penn Place, 25 South Queen
Street, Lancaster, PA 17603.

Bring your business cards and 30 second elevator speech. Business dress requested.

November 4th-8th, 2015
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Trans-Headliners

...‘Announcements’ from Page 1

Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your reading pleasure. Opinions & views in these links cannot be assumed to be of TransCentralPA, nor
the Officers or Members of TransCentralPA. Our goal is to simply provide you with
information & thought-provoking viewpoints. If you would like to submit a story, please
email us at info@TransCentralPA.org

ence. Our very own [Physician General
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania]
Dr. Rachel Levine will be recognized for
her incredible contributions to the LGBT
Community. Congratulations Dr. Levine!!

Streets of L.A. come to life in ‘Tangerine’

Membership Dues are a one-time annual fee of $20. Spouses or SOs are
$10 for the year. Dues are used to pay
for meeting space, program literature,
our website and our affiliation with and
support of community groups and activities such as Common Roads, the Community Center, Central Pennsylvania
Pride, etc. Please continue to support
our organization and efforts by joining
or renewing your membership—we are
making a difference!

Acts of Defiance: Trans history on display in new exhibit
State agency: D.A. must certify Morris records
Suspect arrested in brutal attack on trans woman
Trans woman goes ahead with surgery after court battle
Antigay Kentucky clerk jailed

WHY WE SAY LATINX: TRANS & GENDER NON-CONFORMING PEOPLE EXPLAIN
In first, White House hires openly trans staffer
‘Glee’ star to give ‘Unique’ Pride show
Supreme Court Upholds Key Provision in Affordable Care Act for Low-Income Families
U.S. Office of Personnel Management (the agency that administers health benefits for
Federal employees and retirees) issued a carrier letter to their insurance plans instructing them that they can no longer maintain blanket exclusions of transition-related
care.
9 Trans Dads Share What They Love About Fatherhood
National pilot program to train doctors in transgender health
Doctor first, transgender second: New Pa. physician general makes LGBT history
Transgender Air Force Veteran Tells Her Story by Denny Meyer

Red Roof Inn Discount We have negotiated a rate of $42.99/night for 2015
for both TransCentralPA members and
guests. To take advantage of this special offer, call the hotel directly at (717)
939-1331 and use the rate code
“TCPA”. They are also offering a special
price for their Business King suites, too.
Ask for details.
Have an announcement? Email usat
info@TransCentralPA.org

Girl Scouts Return $100K When Donor Demands It 'Not Be Used' For Trans Girls
Girl Scouts Raise $100,000 in One Day After Dropping Transphobic Donor
Transgender Decision Raises Questions of Combat Jobs

The Keystone Conference

Democrats Plan To Introduce Sweeping LGBT Rights Bill In Congress This Week
Louisville specialist helps transgender people with key part of transition — their voices
Why we still need statewide protections from discrimination

Make
Your Room
Reservation
Now!

Equality PA Hires Trans-Rights Organizer
Pentagon Weighs Allowing Transgender Troops to Serve Openly
Amber Monroe Becomes the 12th TWOC Murdered in the US This Year
Transgender Rights-Mara Keisling talks on CSPAN
State of CA and Transgender Law Center reach historic settlement over trans prisoner
health care
Gender-Neutral Bathrooms: (Hopefully) Coming Soon to a City Near You

March 9th-13th, 2016

Join Equality PA Trans
on Facebook
Click here for more information

