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October’s Dinner will be at Café Fresco in downtown Harrisburg on Saturday,
October 12th at 5:30pm. We’ll sit down
promptly at 6:00 pm. Please RSVP if you
plan to attend at our website.
October’s Meeting is Saturday, October
12th at 8:30 pm. Doors will open at approximately 8:00 pm. Amy Keisling &
Alexis Lake will be at the October meeting to moderate the discussion concerning our recent loss and how we can support each other. Offer your thoughts to
Amy prior to the meeting—please send
them
to
Discussion@TransCentralPA.org.
November Meeting Although a number
of us will be attending the Fall Achievement Benefit (see page 9 for details), we
will be having a regular support meeting
on Saturday, Nov 9 at the MCC of the
Spirit.
After Hours is at Stock’s on Second.
Stock’s offers an opportunity to mingle
and socialize in a friendly atmosphere as
well as an opportunity to dance to some
great music. So for great conversation,
friendship and more, please join us at
Stock’s on 2nd. There is no cover.
October Birthdays! Please say Happy
Birthday to Karl Ri., Rachel Le., Kai Al.,
Michelle Ga., Gretchen Ly., and Rick
Wi., and David Ga. Happy Birthday!
2014 Officer Nominations will open at
our Oct 12 meeting. The nomination
window for 2014 officers closes at our
Dec 14 meeting prior to voting. If you
are interested in volunteering or have a
nomination, please contact our Secretary
Hayden
Denton
at
info@transcentralpa.org.
TGDOR (Transgender Day of Remembrance) is Wednesday, Nov 20th from
5:30p to 6:30p on the steps of the Pennsylvania State Capitol Building. We are
hoping the entire trans community and
its supporters will attend and participate
in this event. See page 10 for details.

Con nued on Page 10….

Pictured here with friends, Lisa is in the middle

Lisa Empanada’s suicide another devastating
blow for the Trans Community
Written by online columnist and writer: Sophie Lynne

In a year where the newspapers have been filled with countless stories of
transgender deaths the news of Lisa Empanada’s suicide hit many in the
transgender community like a tsunami.
Baltimore resident and TransCentralPA member Lisa Empanada, also known by
her family and friends as Tom, died on Monday, September 16, 2013. The official
cause of death was carbon monoxide poisoning. She was found on Tuesday,
September 17, which was her eighth wedding anniversary to her wife, Sandy. She
was 52.
Most of us have heard about the National Center for Transgender Equality (NCTE)
study stating that 41% of transpeople attempt suicide, compared to only 3% of the
cis-gender population. Unfortunately, we also have quite a success rate as well.
We will never know what Lisa was truly thinking. Indications are that she planned
this in advance. When she died, she was in male mode, as she began the process
after work. However, after long conversations with her, I think I have as good a
guess as any as to why she took her life.
She felt she was a burden on her loved ones. She couldn’t deal with what she believed the effect was on her family. The mementos and brief note she left behind
indicated that she killed herself because she couldn’t deal with being Lisa. Tragically, she had misjudged the situation.
Lisa’s family was amazingly supportive. Sandy loved Lisa with all her heart, as is

Con nued on Page 5….
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Forty One Percent

Calendar of Events

That is the number of transgender survey
respondents who reported that they had
attempted suicide. I was among those
6,450 respondents who participated in
that 2011 National Transgender Discrimination Survey conducted by the National
Jeanine Ruhsam
Center for Transgender Equality and the
Gay & Lesbian Task Force. Compare
that 41% to the percentage of all Americans who tried to take their lives in the
same time period: 1.6. Compare it to the recently much talked about high suicide
rate of returning Afghan war veterans suffering PTSD: 1.8%. This statistic does
not, of course, count those who succeeded in that effort of desperation; add another four percent for them.

From the
President

Why do transgender people have such a shockingly high rate of attempted and
successful suicide? Because suicide is recognized as a result of severe depression, the question should be rephrased, why do transgender people suffer such
remarkably high rates of depression?
Injustice at Every Turn (the title of the above mentioned survey report) reveals that
it is directly because of the rampant discrimination transgender people routinely
suffer. Harassment and discrimination in education, employment discrimination and
economic insecurity, housing discrimination and hopelessness, discrimination in
public accommodations, barriers to receiving updated ID documents, abuse by
police and in prison, discrimination in healthcare and in poor health outcomes, and
rejection by families are all such arenas in which trans people reported significant
abuse. Sixty-three percent of the survey’s respondents reported at least one such
serious act of discrimination. Each event takes a debilitating toll on the individual,
negatively impacting their life and undermining their ability to provides for themselves emotionally and financially.
“It is part of social and legal convention in the United States to discriminate
against, ridicule, and abuse transgender and gender non-conforming people within
foundational institutions such as the family, schools, the workplace and health care
settings, every day,” summarizes the report, “Instead of recognizing that the moral
failure lies in society’s unwillingness to embrace di erent gender identities and
expressions, society blames transgender and gender non-conforming people for
bringing the discrimination and violence on themselves.”
One of TransCentralPA’s own members left us all shocked and in grief when she
recently ended her life because she no longer was able to continue her struggle
against depression. Many of us were especially troubled because she seemed to
be a model of confidence and strength in our community. However, often those
who appear the strongest and act as leaders are the most vulnerable, for we are
assumed by others to be stable and not needing of support. We all need sympathetic, caring support…all of us. No one that is transgender is immune to suffering
and loss. We must understand that all of us transpeople have become skilled at
disseminating and masking ourselves in our effort to survive by appearing to conform to cultural norms of gender role behavior and performance.
TransCentralPA works in three interlinking realms: support- of and for each of us;
education- for our community, so we’ll have the tools to understand and cope with
our condition, and of the greater public so that they will understand, respect and
accept us; and advocacy- so that laws and regulations will be enacted that will remove any and all traces of discrimination against us. Your membership and involvement in TransCentralPA is critical to positive outcomes. We need now, more
than ever, to work together in any capacity we posses to hold each other up, to
show the world what profoundly gifted people we are and to end discrimination
against us. We need to cut forty percent off the reported number of attempted suicides in our community. Let us not let Lisa’s death be wasted: let us honor her by
helping others live because we acted.

Bold text are TransCentralPA sponsored

Oct
2

Common Roads —Safe Space
Harrisburg, PA

Oct
3

Common Roads—Safe Space
Carlisle, PA

Oct
3

Women’s Group: Honors LGBT
Harrisburg, PA

Oct
3

The Curve
York, PA

Oct
4

Common Roads—Safe Space
Lancaster, PA

Oct
5

LapTop Lounge
King Of Prussia, PA

Oct
5

TGEA Meeting
Virginia

Oct
9

Common Roads —Safe Space
Harrisburg, PA

Oct
10

Common Roads—Safe Space
Carlisle, PA

Oct
11

Common Roads—Safe Space
Lancaster, PA

Oct
11

NoVA MCC—Gender Support
Fairfax, VA

Oct
12

TransCentral PA
Dinner @ TBA
Meeting @ MCC Of The Spirit
After Hours @ Stocks

Oct
12

Trans March—Meeting Point
Philadelphia, PA

Oct
15

PFLAG
York, PA

Oct
16

Common Roads —Safe Space
Harrisburg, PA

Oct
17

Common Roads—Safe Space
Carlisle, PA

Oct
17

The Curve
York, PA

Oct
18

Common Roads—Safe Space
Lancaster, PA

Oct
18

HACC Idol Drag Show
Harrisburg, PA

Oct
19

LapTop Lounge
King Of Prussia, PA
Dates Continued on page 3...

Sincerely,

Jeanine Ruhsam

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org
for details & more event info!
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Trans‐Headliners
Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your reading pleasure. Opinions & views in these links cannot be assumed to be of TransCentralPA, nor
the Officers or Members of TransCentralPA. Our goal is to simply provide you with
information & thought-provoking viewpoints. If you would like to submit a story, please
email us at info@TransCentral.org
No words (Lisa Empanada & Amber Maxwell)
Ohio gay marriage lawsuit expanded to others
An anti-LGBT Oregon business shuts doors following state’s recent tough stance
against discrimination
Irish transgender champion Lydia Foy among top European campaigners of 2013
Update on San Antonio’s Trans/LGBT protection ordinance passes!
Transmissions: Transipedia (opinion)
UK scholar urges Hong Kong government to delete transgender surgery requirement
Kaiser Permanente now covering transgender service in plans
Family man discovers he’s a woman
(Updated: Trans student wins crown!) Is a transgender homecoming queen hopeful–
internet sensation story a ‘puff piece’?
10 Russian LGBT activists arrested at Sochi Olympics HQ
Q&A: Transgender lawyer comes out in protest
Transgender? Judaism’s got a blessing for you
Fired transgender NYC teacher gets victory in court
Bryan Fischer lashes out at transgender homecoming queen
Trans woman found dead in Denton county, Texas
The Root 100 (2013)
Trans women beaten to death in Los Angeles; Baton Rouge
Anti-trans “family association” demonizes trans kid with transphobic rant
What did Roseanne say that was so transphobic?
Trans worker gets $50,000; firing people on the basis of gender ID or expression may
be history
Shock as Joburg pride postponed
Transgender whipping post: the daily caller
Can transgender people get married in Texas?
If trans women aren’t welcome, neither am I
Raging transphobe “apologizes” to trans fighter Fallon Fox
What you should know about my non-gender conforming kid
Vanderbilt Office of LGBTQI Life announces Laverne Cox
12-year-old trans role model urges trans kids to ‘step out of the shadows’
Making gay and lesbian film fests more inclusive at Gender Reel
The next big thing: Religious exemptions to LGBT-Inclusive Equality Laws
Belgian transsexual dies by euthanasia after unsatisfactory sex change operation
Midtown bully: Trans prostitutes smell like goats
Someone told her that her birthday might be a holiday one day. They’re probably right
(video)
Bar owner must pay banned transgender group
Documentary to highlight transgender community
Bar has to pay $400,000 for telling transgender patrons to stay away
Parents of gender-creative boy: We're 'reluctant pioneers'

Calendar of Events
Continued from page 2

Oct
23

Common Roads —Safe Space
Harrisburg, PA

Oct
24

Common Roads—Safe Space
Carlisle, PA

Oct
25

Common Roads—Safe Space
Lancaster, PA

Oct
26

ROSE
York, PA

Oct
26

Tranquility Support Group
Baltimore, MD

Oct
30

Common Roads —Safe Space
Harrisburg, PA

Oct
31

Common Roads—Safe Space
Carlisle, PA

Oct
31

The Curve
York, PA

Nov
1

Common Roads—Safe Space
Lancaster, PA

Nov
2

LapTop Lounge
King Of Prussia, PA

Nov
2

TGEA Meeting
Virginia

Nov
6

Common Roads —Safe Space
Harrisburg, PA

Nov
7

Common Roads—Safe Space
Carlisle, PA

Nov
8

NoVA MCC—Gender Support
Fairfax, VA

Nov
8

Common Roads—Safe Space
Lancaster, PA

Nov
9

TransCentral PA
Dinner @ TBA
Meeting @ MCC Of The Spirit
After Hours @ Stocks

Nov
9

F.A.B. (Fall Achievement Benefit)
Harrisburg, PA

Nov
13

Common Roads —Safe Space
Harrisburg, PA

Nov
14

Common Roads—Safe Space
Carlisle, PA

Nov
14

The Curve
York, PA

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org
for details & more event info!
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Do Not Go Into FLU
Season Unprotected
Get Vaccinated!
Flu shots are currently available
through Alder Health Services' Family Medicine program. Call and make
your appointment today - 1-800-8671550.
In addition to offering the shots to our patients and by appointment for
those who are insured or have the means to pay for their annual vaccine, Alder Health does offer multiple FREE FLU SHOT opportunities
throughout the region during this important effort to vaccinate the community.
To participate in the FREE FLU SHOT program you must come to one
of the special walk-in vaccination opportunities offered by the Agency.
Alder Health is unable to schedule appointments for free flu shots nor
are the no-cost vaccinations available outside of the designated special
vaccination events.
Here are a few upcoming FREE FLU SHOT Vaccination Opportunities:
Sunday, Oct 13 - 9AM to Noon - Vision of Hope MCC, Mountville
Monday, Oct 14 - 5PM to 7PM - Alder Health Services, Harrisburg
Tuesday, Oct 15 - 5PM to 7PM - Alder Health Services, Lancaster
Sunday, Oct 20 - 9AM to Noon - MCC of the Spirit, Harrisburg
Don't Delay, Get Vaccinated! Call Alder Health Services
(800.867.1550) for an appointment or call your medical provider.

STATE OF OUT YOUTH: A TOWN HALL is
a panel discussion with lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT), and ally youth from
across the country about the most pressing
issues facing them today. 63% OF LGBT
YOUTH SAY THEY WILL NEED TO MOVE
TO ANOTHER PART OF THE COUNTRY
TO FEEL ACCEPTED.
This is an effort to put queer young people's
voices front and center... the panelists are
amazing! It's happening in The Times Center in New York City, but we'll be streaming
the event live from The LGBT Center, 1306
N 3rd Street, Harrisburg! Join the LGBT
Center on Tuesday, October 8 from 7:008:30 for the viewing part.
See stateofoutyouth.org for more information, including panelist bios and presenting organizations.
SPIRIT DAY: THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17
Millions wear purple on Spirit Day in a stand
against bullying and to show their support for
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
(LGBT) youth, and The Center is an Organizational Partner.
Getting involved is easy: wear purple or go
purple online on October 17 and help create
a world in which LGBT youth are celebrated
and accepted for who they are.
Take the Spirit Day pledge and learn
more: glaad.org/spiritday.
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...‘Lisa’ con nued from Page 1
apparent by her heartbreaking words of loss and
the numerous photos that fill both her and Lisa’s
facebook pages. Lisa was very outgoing and
was well loved by many people within the community as well. She often attended TCPA meetings and the Keystone Conference. So she
knew she wasn’t alone.
Gender wasn’t the only demon chasing Lisa.
Lisa was very open, and wrote honestly about
her abusive childhood while in foster care. This
troubled past caused massive psychic wounds
on her and add being Transgender to that mix,
and Lisa was a soul in torment. She first attempted suicide when she was seventeen, long
before she began to openly question her gender.
She again attempted suicide this past April and
many people reached out to help her. Lisa went
all but a full-time woman almost immediately
after that April attempt, being only in malemode at work.
Many people mourn her. Many wonder why
someone who seemed to have it all would do
this to those she loved. Suicide is caused by
severe depression, which leads to distorted
thinking. When Lisa was in that state, she couldn’t see the love everyone had for her and their
wish to have her in their lives. Depression can
do that, quite easily. Lisa Empanada is gone,
and many people are suffering because of it. No
one else need suffer and no one else need follow in her footsteps.
Like everyone, transpeople get depressed. If
you ARE depressed, and the thought of suicide
crosses your mind, there IS a simple way to get
relief: ASK for it. Reach out to a loved one.
Reach out to a family member, a friend, a professional or suicide hotline. TransCentralPA is
an organization that exists to support
transgender people, and has many members.
Reach out to one of your brothers or sisters.
Just reach out.
We will listen, I promise.

Local & Na onal Suicide Resources
People dealing with gender iden ty issues are not immune from other sources
of depression and mental illness. There is help available to you with bearing
the unbearable. IN A CRISIS, CALL the local and na onal resources first. It is
best to make contact via phone or in person; emailing o en does not provide
the immediate response needed in an emergency. These are the profession‐
als and organiza ons trained to help you during a crisis. You are not alone.

Na onal Resources

Local Resources

Na onal Hopeline Network
1‐800‐SUICIDE
1‐800‐784‐2433

Amy Keisling, ACSW, LCSW
(717) 540‐1313
akeisling@rieglershienvold.com

CrisisChat.org
Online Emo onal Support
Hours Vary

Alexis Lake, MSS, LSW
(717) 575‐3757
alaketherapy@gmail.com

1‐877‐YOUTHLINE
1‐877‐968‐8454
Youth America Hotline ‐ Counseling
for Teens by Teens

Kristy Snow
Kris na.Snow@yahoo.com
(not a professional,
but available for support)

www.imalive.org
An Online Crisis Network
Suicide & Crisis Chat

Adams‐Hanover Counseling Services,
Crisis Interven on & Emergency Ser‐
vices
(717) 637‐7633 or 1‐866‐325‐0339

The Trevor Project
Crisis interven on & Suicide
preven on
1‐866‐488‐7386
For lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and ques oning youth
Na onal Suicide Preven on Lifeline
1‐800‐273‐TALK
1‐800‐273‐8255
•LifeLine Chat•
1‐800‐799‐4TTY
1‐800‐799‐4889
TTY ‐ Hearing & Speech Impaired
COLLEGE STUDENTS
Counseling Centers & Crisis Lines
For Your College or University

Lisa Empanada Memorial Fund
Lisa was a light to many of us locally and all over the United States.
Her suicide was a crushing blow and it was crippling to her family.
Her widow Sandy has not asked for assistance but other members
of the community have stepped forward and created an online fund
in an attempt to raise money to assist her in paying for the funeral
director and other final expenses.
Sandy was a supportive spouse and is an amazing woman. Please
consider contributing to the memorial fund, if you are able and if not
please pass along the link and share it with your friends.

Lisa’s Memorial Fund

Carlisle CONTACT hotline
(717) 249‐6226
Camp Hill Holy Spirit Hospital TEEN‐
LINE
(717) 763‐2345
1‐800‐722‐5385
Cumberland County Crisis Interven‐
on
Camp Hill area: (717) 763‐2222
Carlisle area:
(717) 243‐6005
All other areas: 1‐866‐350‐HELP
Dauphin County Crisis Interven on
(717) 232‐7511 or 1‐888‐596‐4447
Harrisburg CONTACT hotline
(717) 652‐4400
Lancaster CONTACT Helpline
(717) 299‐4855
Adams, Franklin, Perry, Upper‐
Dauphin
CONTACT hotline
1‐800‐932‐4616
York Wellspan Crisis Interven on
1‐800‐673‐2496
Teen Line / Kids Line
(717) 394‐2000
TTY ‐ Deaf & Voice
(717) 299‐7184
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ww.eriesisters.ning.com

November 20‐24th

Win The Cutest Car
On The Road
And Help Improve the Health
of OUR Community!

Your Ticket Purchase Makes A Tremendous Difference in
the Lives of Individuals and Families in South Central
Pennsylvania. Alder Health Services, in partnership with
Faulkner Fiat of Harrisburg, is offering a unique opportunity for you to win a brand new Faulkner Fiat 500 POP
as a part of the 2013 POP Raffle.
Raffle Tickets are $15 each or 3 Raffle Tickets for $30
and are on sale now through November 1.
1st Prize: 2014 Fiat 500 Pop (or $7500)
2nd Prize: $1000
Winners will be drawn on November 1, 2013. To purchase your tickets visit Pop Raffle or call
1.800.867.1550.
Why you should buy a Pop Raffle Ticket (Besides the
opportunity to win a great car!)? Each year more individuals are accessing health care, mental health services, testing and screening programs, support services
and wellness programs at Alder Health Services. Alder
Health offers a unique blend of services and programs
designed to meet the needs of the lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender community, individuals living with HIV/
AIDS and those struggling with addiction in South Central Pennsylvania.
For more information on the services and programs of
Alder Health Services please visit www.AlderHealth.org
or call 1.800.867.1550.
Please note: If the winner elects the Fiat 500 Pop, the individual
is responsible for all taxes, tags and transfer fees associated
with the car purchase. The winner may elect to upgrade the car
and options at the winner's expense.

17110
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10th Year Anniversary Celebration
The National Center for Transgender Equality is pleased to mark their 10th
year anniversary by honoring US Senator Jeff Merkley and Melissa HarrisPerry. For his leadership on advancing the legal rights of transgender people,
we honor US Senator Jeff Merkley with the Congressional Momentum
Award. For her vigilance in ensuring transgender people and issues are part
of our national dialogue through her Sunday morning show on MSNBC, we
recognize Melissa Harris-Perry with the Media Momentum Award. Please JV8inc is casting agency in New York City
join them in celebrating their contributions to the movement for transgender looking to do a photo shoot for a high-end
retailer that will feature several transgender
equality. Learn more here .

Tuesday, November 12, 2013, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
at The Hamilton, 600 14th St NW, Washington, DC 20005.

US Senator Jeff Merkley
Congressional Momentum Award

models. They are looking for both MtF and
FtM. The models should be between 16 and
25. Women must be no bigger than a size 2.
Men must wear a 38-40 slim suit. This is a
paid project ($1000) in the first week of November and they will pay travel and hotel for
the shoot. Sounds like a great chance for
some young TGs interested in the modeling
world to get their feet wet in the biz. Contact
JV8inc casting8@jv8inc.com or by phone at
212-741-1281. Please don't bother them
unless you actually fit the sizes and age
range they are looking for. And be ready to
send them your photos, both headshot and
body shots. Good luck young model wannabes!

Melissa Harris-Perry
Media Momentum Award

Business Networking Mixer
Thursday, Oct 17th
6:00-8:00 pm
November 6th‐10th, 2013
It’s time to book your spot at the 2013 Beauty and the Beach event being
held November 6, 2013 to November 10, 2013 Rehobeth Beach, DE. Please
click on the register page link and get your deposit in ASAP! We will be celebrating the life of our friend, inspiration and community leader JoAnn Roberts so this will be a really big event. Be there to relive, rejoice and remember her memory. Get your deposits in right away and don’t forget that the
balance is due by September 30, 2013. JoAnn was our shining star and she
would have wanted all of us to continue on with her legacy so get online
now or mail your check now so that we can keep her memory and the tradition that is Beauty and the Beach alive! You can get all the info right here
and register for the event.

Alder Health Lancaster
1891 Santa Barbara Dr
Lancaster, Pa, 17601
Members: Free
Prospective Member: $10
Bring your business cards and 30
second elevator speech.
Business dress requested.
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Get Covered!
Alder Health Can Help.
On October 1, the Health Insurance
Marketplaces established by the Affordable Care Act opened allowing many
individuals and families who have been
uninsured to secure health insurance for
the first time.
While this is a wonderful opportunity, it
can also be a challenging and confusing
process. To assist members of the community in navigating the system and to
understand the options available to
them, Alder Health Services has been
designated as Certified Application
Counselor Agency. Multiple staff members at Alder Health have been officially
trained to assist individuals in the community as they assess their options and
make decisions regarding their health
insurance and their participation in the
Health Insurance Marketplaces.
Counselors may assist individuals with:



Understanding Health Insurance
and the Health Insurance Marketplace



Determining you individual eligibility
for participation in the Health Insurance Marketplace or your potential
eligibility for other government
health insurance programs such as
Medicaid and CHIP.



Identifying your personal health
insurance needs



Completing your enrollment application and assisting in understanding
requirements and expectations and
benefits for which you may be eligible.



Assessing the health insurance
plans for which you may be eligible
affordability

For assistance please call
1.800.867.1550 to be connected to a
Certified Application Counselor at Alder
Health Services. Individuals may enroll
between October 2013 and March 2014.
Coverage begins January 1, 2014.

Come join us for worship and friendship!
Metropolitan Community Church of the Spirit
2973 Jefferson Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110

www.MCCoftheSpirit.org
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JOIN US FOR FAB 2013
A NIGHT OF GLAMOUR TO CELEBRATE
20 YEARS OF COMMON ROADS
The Fall Achievement Benefit (FAB) is Central Pennsylvania’s premier gala fundraiser of
the LGBT Community Center Coalition!
Make sure to be part of this special evening!
TransCentralPA was honored last year and
the first organization to receive the award.
Tickets are $125 or $100 if you order before
10/15/13—CLICK HERE to order your tickets
today!

Saturday, November 9th
at the

Hilton Harrisburg
1 North 2nd Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
The festivities begin at 6:30pm with a cocktail
hour, featuring delectable passed hors d’oeuvres. Explore the fantastic silent auction and
bid on beautiful art, delightful dinners, and
fantastic adventures! Grab a drink from the
cash bar and mingle with the crowd. At 7:30,
the doors open into the ballroom and Executive Director Louie Marven will greet you.
Black tie optional.
Come celebrate the FAB award honorees
including a special award to celebrate the
20th Anniversary of COMMON ROADS!
Get your tickets today!

LGBT WOMEN IN THE MILITARY
Thursday, November 7 | 7:00-9:00 pm
With Veteran's Day just a few days later (on November 11), we'll talk with some
women from our community about their experiences in the military. Melita
McCully will be sharing, and we are looking for others. Contact us if you'd like
to participate as a panelist!
POSITIVE ENERGY PARTY (PEP)
Thursday, December 5 | 7:00-9:00 pm
Shaashawn Dial-Snowden will be bringing back this popular activity from last
year! Stay tuned for info on how to share your services or handmade wares,
and mark this date on your calendar for a great time to get some holiday shopping done.
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...‘Announcements’ from Page 1
December Annual Potluck Dinner &
Social will be held at our monthly meeting space, the MCC of the Spirit, 2973
Jefferson Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110.
The potluck dinner will start at 6:00 pm so
plan on bringing a side dish, drinks or
desert! More information and an electronic sign-up sheet and RSVP will be
setup on our website in November.
Spread the word, all are invited! ...just
please ask them to RSVP so we know
how
many
to
plan
for
at
info@transcentralpa.org
Membership Dues are a one-time annual fee of $20. Spouses or SOs are $10
for the year. Dues are used to pay for
meeting space, program literature, our
website and our affiliation with and support of community groups and activities
such as Common Roads, the Community
Center, Central Pennsylvania Pride, etc.
Please continue to support our organization and efforts by joining or renewing
your membership—we are making a difference!
2014 Keystone Conference—Expect
registration for vendors, advertisers and
sponsors to open the second week of
October. We’ll also be soliciting workshop proposals as well as ideas for workshops. Mark the date now: March 26th30th at the Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey
Hotel. To make your room reservations,
please visit the Keystone website for
more information.
Red Roof Inn Discount We have negotiated a rate of $42.99/night for 2013 for
both TransCentralPA members and
guests. To take advantage of this special
offer, call the hotel directly at (717) 9391331 and use the rate code “TCPA”. The
are also offering a special price for their
Business King suites, too. Ask for details.

Transgender Day of Remembrance
Candlelight Vigil
3rd Street (front) Steps of the
Pennsylvania Capitol Building

Wednesday, November 20th
5:30 ‐ 6:30 pm
Come join us at the steps of the Pennsylvania Capitol Building for a candlelight event to memorialize those who were killed due to anti-transgender hatred or prejudice. The event is held in November to honor Rita Hester, whose
murder on November 28th, 1998 kicked off the “Remembering Our Dead” web
project and a San Francisco candlelight vigil in 1999. Rita Hester’s murder —
like most anti-transgender murder cases — has yet to be solved.
Although not every person represented during the Day of Remembrance selfidentified as transgender — that is, as a transsexual, crossdresser, or otherwise gender-variant — each was a victim of violence based on bias against
transgender people.
We live in times more sensitive than ever to hatred based violence, especially
since the events of September 11th. Yet even now, the deaths of those based
on anti-transgender hatred or prejudice are largely ignored. Over the last decade, more than one person per month has died due to transgender-based
hate or prejudice, regardless of any other factors in their lives. This trend
shows no sign of abating.
The Transgender Day of Remembrance serves several purposes. It raises
public awareness of hate crimes against transgender people, an action that
current media doesn’t perform. Day of Remembrance publicly mourns and
honors the lives of our brothers and sisters who might otherwise be forgotten.
Through the vigil, we express love and respect for our people in the face of
national indifference and hatred. Day of Remembrance reminds nontransgender people that we are their sons, daughters, parents, friends and
lovers. Day of Remembrance gives our allies a chance to step forward with us
and stand in vigil, memorializing those of us who’ve died by anti-transgender
violence.

Have an announcement? Email us at
info@TransCentralPA.org

TransCentralPA Holiday Potluck Dinner
Everyone is invited to our annual Holiday Potluck Dinner on December 14th! In
lieu of our normal dinner and meeting, TransCentralPA is hosting a potluck dinner at
the MCC of the Spirit. Please plan to bring either a side-dish, desert or drinks. We
will publish a sign-up list for the December Potluck after our November meeting. If
you are unable to bring something, that's OK, just let us know that you plan to attend
so we can include you in our headcount to ensure adequate seating.
TransCentralPA will be providing the plates, napkins, utensils, table cloths, cups and
a main entrée (or two) which will include meat. Plan on a serving size for at least 6 people (12 if you sign up for rolls/
bread). If needed, please bring a serving utensil for your dish as well. Finally if you have special dietary needs, please
prepare a side-dish to your own standards.
Doors open at 5:30 pm and we plan to seat at 6:00 pm. We hope you can join us! Email us with questions.

