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Announcements
February’s Dinner will be at Café
Fresco on Saturday, Feb 9 at 5:30p.
We’ll sit down promptly at 6:00 pm.
Please RSVP if you plan to attend at
our website.
February’s Meeting is Saturday, February 9 at 8:30 pm. Doors will open at
approximately 8:00 pm.
After Hours is at Stock’s on Second.
Stock’s offers an opportunity to mingle
and socialize in a friendly atmosphere
as well as an opportunity to dance to
some great music. So for great conversation, friendship and more, please
join us at Stock’s on 2nd. There is no
cover charge!
January Belated Birthdays! Please
say Happy Birthday to Julia Ru., Alisha
Ma., Jenn Wa., and Bill Wa. Happy
Birthday!
February Birthdays!
Please say
Happy Birthday to Jenny Je., Felicia
Ba., Scott Fi., Donna Ro., Victoria Ma.,
Deb Mc., & Randy Ei.,
2013 Officer Selected Your 2013 officers are Jeanine Ruhsam, President,
Kristy Snow, Vice President, Suzane
Oliva, Secretary and Wendy Swinehart,
Treasurer.
2013 Membership Dues are being
reduced to a one-time annual fee of

$20. Spouses or SOs are $10 for
the year. Dues are used to pay for
meeting space, program literature,
our website and our affiliation with
and support of community groups
and activities such as Common
Roads, the Community Center,
Central Pennsylvania Pride, etc.
Please continue to support our organization and efforts by joining or
renewing your membership—we
are making a difference!
2013 Keystone Conference registration is now open! The Harrisburg-Hershey Sheraton Hotel is
completely full for the Friday night
of the conference, but we have
contracted with the Holiday Inn

across the street for the same low rate
of $109/night(restrictions apply). Visit
the Keystone website for details.
Please take a moment to visit the website and mark your calendars for March
13–16, 2013!
Red Roof Inn Discount. We have
negotiated a rate of $42.99/night for
2013 for both TransCentralPA members and guests. To take advantage of
this special offer, call the hotel directly
at (717) 939-1331 and use the rate
code “TCPA”. They also are offering a
special price for their Business King
suites, too. Ask for details.
Have an announcement? Email it to
us at info@TransCentralPA.org

www.Keystone‐Conference.org
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FEBRUARY LETTER
We recently received an email sent
to the TransCentralPA account that
From the
advised us to no longer use the definitive “trans”, either on its own or in President
conjunction with “woman”, “man”,
“friendly”, and so on. The writer statJeanine Ruhsam
ed that we were causing divisiveness
by doing so, in essence applying
labels to create stereotypes, and by doing so we are proclaiming that, in her
example, a “trans” woman is not a “real” woman. In my service with this organization and our community- which is most definitely the transgender community- I often lecture to college classes on gender identity and how it differs
from one’s biological sex; this is basic Transgender 101. When I offered the
writer this widely accepted understanding, it was refuted on the basis that
one “cannot redefine sex based on a social agenda”, and further equated
biologic sex characteristics with “the gender binary”. Goodness- how to respond to that? I did so by inviting the writer to attend the Keystone Conference 2013 where a multitude of workshops deal with various aspects- medical, scientific, social and intellectual, to name but a few- of gender identity.
Not surprisingly the writer replied that “I do not see any seminars that would
benefit me at all”.
I am aware that the writer is a transwoman, and she stated that she has an
extensive educational background in biology. I wonder whether she considers herself a “transsexual”? She seems to take it personally that the
TransCentralPA website doesn’t consider her a “real” woman. Biologically, of
course, she isn’t a woman, and it is impossible to change one’s sex. On the
other hand, one is free to assume the role of one’s gender of choice and to
take what steps one finds necessary to find congruence with one’s appearance and gender identity (as of now, we only have two choices- hence the
binary). This is why gender identity issues matter, and why we explore in
depth the many aspects of them at the Keystone Conference, and why physicians, psychologists, social workers, scholars, and, yes, transgender people all attend Keystone. Understanding this stuff really matters: it helps us
find our place of balance in the social and cultural world we are part of, and
to do so with a clear and open attitude.

Jeanine Ruhsam
JANUARY LETTER
Happy New Year!
Along with my fellow officers I am honored to have been reelected to serve
you and our community again in 2013. I will do my best to serve with dedication and pride; thank you for your faith and trust.
As we enter the New Year the majority of my time and effort will be channeled into co-chairing and preparing for the fifth annual Keystone Conference 2013. Keystone vied for the best attended gender conference in the
United States this past year and every indication is that this year’s event will
be even more successful. Our popularity is entirely due to the caring, involved effort of all of you members and volunteers which benefits
transgender people and their supporters, families and allies here in Pennsylvania, across the nation and even further abroad. Please spread the word
about Keystone 2013 www.keystone-conference.org and help it continue to
be one of America ’s and the world’s best gender conferences.
Warm wishes for a peaceful, healthy and fulfilling year in 2013!

Jeanine Ruhsam

Calendar of Events
Bold text are TransCentralPA sponsored

Feb The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
7 York, PA
Feb Women’s Group
7 Harrisburg, PA
Feb Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
6 Harrisburg, PA
Feb Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
7 Carlisle, PA
Feb Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
8 Lancaster, PA
Feb TransCentralPA
9 Dinner @ Cafe Fresco
Meeting @ MCC of the Spirit
After Hours @ Stock’s
Feb Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
13 Harrisburg, PA
Feb Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
14 Carlisle, PA
Feb Laptop Lounge
16 King of Prussia, PA
Feb Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
20 Harrisburg, PA
Feb The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
21 York, PA
Feb Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
21 Carlisle, PA
Feb Colorado Gold Rush Conference
21 Denver, CO
Feb GSA Summit—LGBTQA Youth
22 Dickinson College
Feb ROSE Meeting
23 York, PA
Feb Gender Variance Discussion Group
25 Harrisburg, PA
Feb Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
28 Carlisle, PA
Mar TGEA Meeting
2 Arlington, VA
Mar TransCentralPA
9 Dinner @ Carley’s Ristorante
Meeting @ MCC of the Spirit
After Hours @ Stock’s
Mar Keystone Conference
13 Harrisburg, PA

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org for
details & more event info!
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Trans‐Headliners
Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your reading pleasure. Opinions & views in these links cannot be assumed to be of TransCentralPA, nor
the Officers or Members of TransCentralPA. Our goal is to simply provide you with information & thought-provoking viewpoints. If you would like to submit a story, please email
us at info@TransCentral.org

TRANSCRIPT: Ugandan Trans Woman Pens Courageous Open Le er to Parliament
Erik McFadden Wanted For Ques oning In Disappearance Of Dashad 'Sage' Smith
Leveson Report: Press has failed to respect the dignity of trans people
Scien sts claim that homosexuality is not gene c — but it arises in the womb
Outrage as magazine uses transgender model to pose as Michelle Obama
Human rights in the world: focus on sexual orienta on and gender iden ty
Pageant: Miss Pennsylvania gave up crown over transgender contestants
Op‐ed: Transgender Dinosaurs and the Rise of the Genderqueers
An Update on Gender Diagnoses, as the DSM‐5 Goes to Press.
The Complicated Ques on Of Diagnosing Transgender Iden es
Accep ng the Face You See in the Mirror: One Trans Man's Story
Central PA Republican comes out, makes local, na onal history
U.S. Congresswoman calls for end to LGBT ‘conversion quackery’
DSM‐5: Psychiatrists OK Vast Changes To Diagnosis Manual
Once, twice, three mes a 'ladyboy': A case of transsexualism
Sims appoints out staﬀers for Philly, Harrisburg oﬃces
Transgender Tween Talks Da ng With Barbara Walters
A Look Back at the T in the 1979 “Gay March” on Washington
Scotland hands unprecedented power to trans pa ents
Chris ne Jorgensen: 60 years of sex change ops
As many as 60 Czechs undergo sex change each year
Person of interest in Cordova case
The Man Show: T Cooper on life as a trans dude.
TRANSforma on ‐ What does transgender mean?
Transgenders break into Brazil's modeling sector
Penile reconstruc on surgery explained
Males by birth, women by choice
"Is there a cure for autogynephilia?"
Transgender people get a status update
Transgender player a ains college basketball first
Don We Now Our Gay Apparel: My Son’s Christmas Dress
In Christmas Speech, Pope Rants About Gender
Transgender woman to serve me in male jail
The Genderbread Person v2.0
Intersex: This is Me
The Second Interna onal Intersex Forum
Ten years later, Morris family s ll grieving
FBI: Hate crimes down in PA
In spite of ‘transsexual’ status, firm hires her
Sex Change Surgery Now Tax Deduc ble
April Ashley: MBE for transgender campaigner
A HUGE demand for "Hung in the Middle"
MUNICIPAL EQUALITY INDEX

2013 Annual Meeting
"Founder's Ball"
Saturday, March 02, 2013
6:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Hershey Lodge, 325 University Drive
Hershey, PA 17033
Dinner Choices:
COCONUT CHICKEN BREAST
Lemongrass Marinade and GingerLime Mojo
BRONZED SALMON
Jalapeno Cranberry Aioli and Champagne Butter Sauce
ROASTED EGGPLANT RAVIOLI
with Arugula, Portobello Mushrooms
and a Mildly Spicy Tomato Sauce
Speakers:
Dan Miller
Harrrisburg City Controller & BAGAL
Founder
Justin G. Nelson
NGLCC Co-Founder & President
Entertainment:
Erica Lyn Everest and Band
(http://ericalyneverest.com)

Register at www.cpglcc.org
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mere presence in school as a girl
“would disrupt and interfere with the
learning environment” at the school.

Victory! Transgender Student
Returns to School
We are thrilled to announce that we
have resolved a claim on behalf of a
12-year-old transgender girl who had
been excluded from her school because she wears girls’ clothing and
asked to be called by a girl's name.
After Emma* was diagnosed with Juvenile Gender Identity Disorder, her
parents asked her school district to
transfer her to a new elementary
school and to allow her to wear girls’
clothing and attend school using the
name she prefers – Emma – rather
than her legal male name.
The school district refused to allow her
to attend school as Emma or to wear
girls’ clothing. The district stated that
Emma would “be required to dress as
a boy or in gender neutral attire.” The
school district insisted that Emma’s

Because Emma refused to attend
school as a boy, her parents opted to
home school her rather than force
her to dress and attend school as a
boy. This less-than-ideal educational
situation continued for months.
TLDEF intervened after Emma’s
case was referred to us by TransYouth Family Allies, which had been
working to assist Emma’s family with
her transition to a new elementary
school. We wrote to the school district and requested that it reconsider
its position. We pointed out that the
district’s decision in Emma’s case
violated its own anti-discrimination
policy as well as federal law and the
U.S. Constitution.
Ultimately, the school district relented
rather than face legal action, and this
past September, Emma returned to
class in a new school, wearing girls'
clothing and called Emma. Her new
school has taken steps to ensure a
successful return to class, including
educating its staff and taking
measures to ensure that Emma is not
subject to discrimination, harassment

or bullying.
Three months after her return, Emma
is happy and her parents report that
she is doing well in school. School can
be a time of promise and peril for a
young transgender girl like Emma, and
we continue to work with her family to
monitor her progress, to ensure that
the school district is meeting its obligations, and to help Emma be as successful as she can be at school.
In addition to TLDEF, the legal team
representing Emma and her family
included partners Amy Crawford, Jordan Heinz and Emily Nicklin as well as
former partner Stephen Patton of Kirkland & Ellis LLP. We are grateful for
their assistance. We are grateful, too,
for the expertise and support of our
friends at TransYouth Family Allies,
who do phenomenal work for
transgender children in need.
*Emma is a pseudonym. Her real
name and all identifying details about
her are being kept confidential due to
her age.

New Resource Material Available
As you know, sexual violence can impact anyone regardless of age, race, ethnicity, religion, geography, ability, sexual
orientation, and gender identity or expression. Because we are committed to supporting the work being done to serve all
survivors and engage every community, the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape (PCAR) and National Sexual Violence
Resource Center (NSVRC) partnered with many other organizations and experts to put together this newest collection of
resources.
We are proud to share Sexual Violence & Individuals Who Identify as LGBTQ, an information packet containing
nearly a dozen resources focused on serving, engaging, and collaborating with individuals and communities who identify
as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer or questioning (LGBTQ). The packet contains resources to support
counselors, advocates, preventionists, technical assistance providers, and allied professionals committed to
affirming all individuals and communities.
The packet contains an annotated bibliography, research brief, resource list, and a number of technical assistance materials. These resources are a result of mindful planning, teamwork, and authentic discussion. We hope that the resources will both strengthen work already being done, as well as assist organizations in discovering a place to
begin program development. We would love to hear your thoughts about this packet, how you plan to use it, and any
recommendations for improvements.
As always, the LGBTQ Workgroup at PCAR is here to answer any questions or respond to your training or technical
assistance needs.

Page 5

Check out the upcoming activities coming up at The LGBT Center! Click on
this
link—
centralpalgbtcenter.org/
calendar—for more on activities at The
LGBT Center and around the community.
"I DO" — GUIDANCE FOR LGBT FAMILIES: THURSDAY, 2/7
February's meeting of our Women's Group features a discussion led by Liz Bradbury
(PA Diversity Network) and Kris Smull (Colgan & Associates, LLC). Liz Brabury will
offer updates and clarifications on the progress of same-sex marriage, and Kris Smull
will provide guidance on adoption for same-sex couples. 7-9 pm. // Facebook event

Two chances to see this year's
production of THE VAGINA MONOLOGUES at Harrisburg Midtown
Arts Center's Stage on Herr (268
Herr Street):
Friday, March 8 @ 6:30 pm
Saturday, March 9 @ 4:00 pm

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS: 2/10 & EVERY SUNDAY
The LGBT Center now hosts a weekly AA meeting every Sunday from noon-1pm.
This is an Open Meeting of AA; all are welcome to attend.
ONE BILLION RISING | HARRISBURG RISING: THURSDAY, 2/14
Friends, community members and national organizations will rise at The Center to
say NO MORE to the violence against ALL women and girls! The National Latin@
Network for Healthy Families & Communities, the National Sexual Violence Resource
Center, the National Resource Center on Domestic Violence, the Harrisburg Area
NOW, the PA Coalition Against Rape and the PA Coalition Against Domestic Violence will join this community in sharing a unified message to stop the violence,
dance and celebrate women and girls everywhere. You can join us too for this V-Day
campaign! 7-9 pm. // Facebook event
3RD IN THE BURG: FRIDAY, 2/15
The LGBT Center Gallery will be open with a number of other Harrisburg galleries for
3rd in the Burg. Stop by and check out our artwork! 7-10 pm.
GSA LEADERSHIP SUMMIT: FRIDAY, 2/22 & SATURDAY, 2/23
The LGBT Center of Central PA, Planned Parenthood of Central PA, and Dickinson
College are pleased to present the 6th annual GSA Leadership Summit. The summit
is an opportunity for students and professionals to participate in workshops designed
to help everyone better understand and advocate for LGBTQ youth in central PA and
beyond. This year's keynote speaker is Kye Allums, who made history in 2010 by becoming the first openly transgender male to compete in NCAA Division I Basketball. // Facebook event
GENDER VARIANCE DISCUSSION GROUP: MONDAY, 2/25
A monthly conversation open to all who want to discuss gender, its variance, and its
impact on our social interactions. 6-8 pm. // Facebook event

$10 cash/check at the door
(benefits The LGBT Center of
Central PA)
The award-winning play is based
on V-Day Founder/playwright Eve
Ensler's interviews with more than
200 women.
With humor and grace the piece
celebrates women's sexuality and
strength. Through this play and
the liberation of this one word,
countless women throughout the
world have taken control of their
bodies and their lives. For more
than twelve years, THE VAGINA
MONOLOGUES has given voice
to experiences and feelings not
previously exposed in public.

3 Reasons to A end the
Vagina Monologues
1 ‐ The Vagina Monologues is an
amazing and powerful experience!
2 ‐ V‐Day (the organiza on that
promotes the vagina monologues)
is a global ac vist movement to
end violence against women and
girls.
3 ‐ This event will support the LGBT
Center, which does amazing work
in our region to make our commu‐
ni es safer for all of us!

The 6th annual GSA Leadership Summit will be held at Dickinson College on Friday, 2/22/13
(high school) and Saturday, 2/23/13 (college).
The GSA Leadership Summit is the only event of its kind in central Pennsylvania, where LGBTQA
students and professionals have a day-long safe space to network, learn new skills, and work toward making central Pennsylvania a more welcoming place for all people.
The GSA Leadership Summit is an opportunity for students, teachers, counselors, social workers, administrators, and
community members to meet, network, and participate in workshops designed to help everyone better understand and
advocate for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning (LGBTQ) students in central Pennsylvania and beyond.
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Angels in America
Part 1 & Part 2
Join Alder Health Services and the
Ephrata Performing Arts Center for a
unique theatrical experience - a complete
production of Tony Kushner's groundbreaking plays Angels In America: Part 1:
"Millennium Approaches" and Part 2:
"Perestroika". Rarely have both plays
been produced in a single season.
Alder Health and EPAC have combined
to offer special preview performances for
both Angels in America - Part 1 and Part
2 to raise funds in support of the services
and programs offered by Alder Health
Services for individuals living with HIV/
AIDS, the LGBT Community and those
struggling with addiction in South Central
Pennsylvania.
Part 1: Millenium Approaches
Wednesday, March 6
Reception at 6:30PM
Curtain at 7:30PM
Part 2: Perestroika
Wednesday, March 27
Reception at 6:30PM
Curtain at 7:30PM
Tickets:
Single Show (part 1 or 2) - $40
Both Shows (part 1 and 2) - $70
Performances will be held at The Sharadin Bigler Theatre located at 320 Cocalico Street in Ephrata Community Park,
Ephrata, Pennsylvania, 17522. To purchase tickets please visit: Register
(www.alderhealth.org/register) or call
1.800.867.1550. For more information
about the Benefit Preview Performances
of Angels in America please call
1.800.867.1550.

Expanded Mental Health Program Offers Support and Help
In Lancaster and Harrisburg.
Alder Health Services began offering
LGBT-focused mental health counseling

in January 2011. Two years later the
program is expanding to meet the
need for services and support in both
Lancaster and Harrisburg. During the
winter of 2013, the Agency added
additional therapitic staff increasing
the number of fulltime counselors on
staff by 100%. Five therapists now
offer counseling to the community
five days per week in both Harrisburg
and Lancaster. Joining Elizabeth
Leen, LSW, Michael Dolatoski, M.Ed
and Michael Jeffrey, LCSW are Kali
Thompson, LSW and Rachael Packer, LSW both of whom will be serving
the Lancaster Community.
The mental health program at Alder
Health is well equipped to address
the unique needs of the LGBT community in South Central Pennsylvania working with individuals to ad-

dress issues such as depression,
anxiety and more. In addition, the
Agency's therapists are able to
work with transgender individuals to
provide the necessary support and
documentation necessary to begin
the transition process.
To schedule an appointment in
please call 1.800.867.1550.
The mental health program is able
to accept the following insurance
options at this time: Aetna, Capital
Blue
Cross
and
Medicare
(Harrisburg Only). No insurance is
necessary to receive services and
uninsured individuals may qualify
for Alder Health's sliding fee discount program.
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graph called the Ball “quite spectacular,” while affirming that “Lady Gaga
occupies pole position as the 21st century’s ultimate pop star.”

Lady Gaga's Born This Way
Ball Tour at the Bryce Jordan
Center Saturday, March 2 at
6:15PM.
Live Nation Global Touring presents
five-time Grammy award winner LADY
GAGA at the Bryce Jordan Center on
Saturday, March 2 at 6:15PM as part
of the North American leg of her The
Born This Way Ball World Tour. Following overwhelming ticket sales and
sold out shows throughout Europe,
Australia, New Zealand and Asia, The
Born This Way Ball will continue in
2013 visiting 25 cities in North America
including performances in New York,
Los Angeles, Chicago, Washington,
D.C. and Toronto. In this brand new
tour, Gaga performs her latest album,
Born This Way, as well as music from
both The Fame and The Fame Monster. The Born This Way Ball began in
Seoul, South Korea earlier this year.
Tickets: $69.50, $99.75, $149.75. VIP
seating is also available. Tickets are
being sold at the Bryce Jordan Center,
Eisenhower Auditorium, Penn State
Downtown Theatre, Altoona Campus
ticket outlet, online at www.bjc.psu.edu
or ticketmaster.com , or by calling 814865-5555 or 800-745-3000.
Pollstar’s 2012 mid-year report ranks
The Born This Way Ball as the top
grossing tour by any female artist
worldwide this year. About the show,
the Hong Kong Daily News wrote
“Lady Gaga’s Born This Way Ball is
effortlessly brilliant in both the visual
and musical sense,” while Seoul Daily
said that with her “splendid and unprecedented stage, she is the absolute
queen of pop!” The UK’s Daily Tele-

“The Haus of Gaga and I have worked
for months conceiving a spectacular
stage,” said Mother Monster. “THE
BORN THIS WAY BALL is an ElectroMetal, Pop-Opera; the tale of the Beginning, the genesis of the Kingdom of
Fame. How we were birthed and how
we will die celebrating.”
The Born This Way Ball is Lady Gaga’s first tour since the release of her
album, Born This Way, which has sold
nearly 6 million copies worldwide since
its release in May 2011. The album is
the follow-up to back-to-back Grammy
award-winning albums 2009’s The
Fame Monster and 2008’s The Fame.
Combined, The Fame and The Fame
Monster have sold 15 million albums
worldwide, while Lady Gaga’s hit singles have combined sales of over 90
million worldwide.
Gaga was named Forbes Most Powerful Woman in the World 2011 and was
included in Time‘s annual “The 2010
Time 100 list of the most influential
people in the world. With over 2.2 billion combined views of all her videos
online, Lady Gaga is one of the biggest living people on Facebook with
over 53 million ‘likes’ and is #1 on
Twitter with nearly 30 million followers.
She has also recently launched her
own social network just for fans, LittleMonsters.com. Lady Gaga is the only
artist in the digital era to top the 5 million sales mark with her first two hits.
The Born This Way Ball starring Lady
Gaga is promoted world-wide by Live
Nation Global Touring and brought to
you by Skype.

February is a Drag
(with Dudes)
Join the Harrisburg Gay Men’s Chorus Sun., Feb. 10, 4 p.m. at Bar 704,
704 N. 3rd Street, Harrisburg, for
“February is a Drag (with Dudes)”.
Admission is free with donations to
the chorus accepted.
Plan for a frivolous and fun frolic that
benefits the chorus! The show features chorus members singing and
performing some of their favorite
songs. Some guys will treat you
with their masculine melodies, while
others will explore their more
“feminine” side. The evening features local Drag Superstars, including the Mesmerizing Miss Lizzie!
Throughout the evening there will be
a 50/50 raffle and also a random
raffle featuring items from friends of
the chorus and local businesses.
There’s sure to be something for
everyone. So gather up all you
dames and dudes and chase away
those mid-winter blues.

Easter Bunny Funnies
A Springtime Cabaret
Sunday, March 10, 2013
4 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Maennerchor Club of Harrisburg
Harrisburg, PA

Life, Liberty and the Pursuit
of Laughter
Friday, June 7, 2013 @ 8 p.m.
Saturday, June 8, 2013 @ 8 p.m.
Sunday, June 9, 2013 @ 2 p.m.
Theatre Harrisburg Krevsky
Production Center

