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Announcements
The December meeting will not be at
the MCC of the Spirit.
December Dinner & Meeting Combined! Instead, of our normal dinner
downtown and a meeting afterward,
come join us for a Potluck Dinner at the
new Central Pennsylvania LGBT Center Center located at 1306 N. 3rd
Street in Harrisburg. See the details
on page 4. Doors open at 5:30 pm and
we will start to serve at 6:00 pm.
Fall Achievement Benefit (FAB)
Thank you to those who attended
(either in person or spirit) to help us
receive this year’s FAB Award. A picture of the award and our acceptance
speech is on page 5.
December Birthdays!
Please say
Happy Birthday to Joanne Be., Braiden
Wa., Sara Pe., Thomas Zi., Missy
Anne La., Lorri Mo., Jayme Ja., Winter
Tr., Cassy Wa., and Hayden De. Happy Birthday!
TGDOR (Transgender Day of Remembrance) was Tuesday, Nov 20th on the
steps of the Pennsylvania State Capitol
Building. We had about 60 people turn
out for the event and thank you to
those who helped make it happen.
2013 Officer Nominations opened at
our Oct 13 meeting. The nomination
window for 2013 Officers closes at our

You’re invited to our Holiday Potluck Dinner
on December 8th! Details page 4
Dec 8 meeting prior to voting. If
you are interested in nominating
yourself or another person for one
of the officer positions, please contact our Secretary Suzane Oliva at
info@transcentralpa.org.
2013 Membership Dues are being
reduced to a one-time annual fee
of $20. Spouses or SOs are $10
for the year. Dues are used to pay
for meeting space, program literature, our website and our affiliation
with and support of community
groups and activities such as Common Roads, the Community Cen-

ter, Central Pennsylvania Pride, etc.
Please continue to support our organization and efforts by joining or renewing your membership—we are making
a difference!
2013 Keystone Conference website
is now up! We are now soliciting workshop proposals, vendors, advertisers
and our much appreciated sponsors!
The Harrisburg-Hershey Sheraton Hotel has extended us their low rate of
$99/night for the 5th year in a row

See ‘Announcements’ on page 5...

www.Keystone‐Conference.org
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As the year draws near to its close
and we gather in warm places at the
end of these shorter and colder to
give thanks.

Calendar of Events
Bold text are TransCentralPA sponsored

From the
President

Last week we stood with our growing
community on the steps of the Pennsylvania Capitol and held a ceremoJeanine Ruhsam
ny in memory of the lives of
transgender people that were taken
by murder this past year. We asked that their lives be not forgotten, and we
asked that everyone work together even more diligently to raise public
awareness of transgender people and to advocate for them. Our continued
effort to educate the larger public about trans people and to open dialogues
with them is the only way to end the discrimination against us that is born
from their fear of us as the unknown, often stigmatized “other”.
Earlier in the month TransCentralPA was honored at the Fall Achievement
benefit (FAB) with an award for our “outstanding contributions to central
Pennsylvania’s LGBT community”. This was a much cherished award for us
to receive, and we determinedly continue the work we do and were recognized for as we help Pennsylvania become a better place for its transgender
people. FAB was truly a ball for those of us who attended; over thirty trans
people and friends were gathered together at the festive gala dinner dance,
which is a primary fund raiser for the LGBT Community Center.
Please plan to join us next weekend for our holiday dinner at the LGBT Community Center as we celebrate this year, welcome in our officers for the coming year and make plans to launch the New Year with our fifth annual Keystone Conference.
With warm wishes,

Jeanine Ruhsam

Dec TGEA Meeting
1 Arlington, VA
Dec Laptop Lounge
1 King of Prussia, PA
Dec Women’s Group
3 Harrisburg, PA
Dec NCTE Anniversary Celebration
5 Washington DC
Dec Transexual Education Group
6 Harrisburg, PA
Dec G & L Chamber of Commerce Mixer
6 Harrisburg, PA
Dec Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
7 Harrisburg, PA
Dec TransCentralPA
8 Potluck Dinner @ LGBT Center
Meeting @ LGBT Center
After Hours @ Stock’s
Dec The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
13 York, PA
Dec Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
14 Harrisburg, PA
Dec Laptop Lounge
15 King of Prussia, PA
Dec Gender Variance Discussion Group
17 Harrisburg, PA
Dec Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
21 Harrisburg, PA
Dec ROSE Meeting
22 York, PA

Come join us for worship and friendship!
Metropolitan Community Church of the Spirit
2973 Jefferson Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110

www.MCCoftheSpirit.org
Are you a parent or other family member of someone who is
transitioning?
Would you like someone to talk to who has been
there and came to terms with his own daughter’s
transition? David Garrett is available to chat with
you about concerns and questions that you may
have about transgender family members. Feel
free to call and have a confidential conversation
with him at 717-580-3405.

Dec Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
28 Harrisburg, PA
Jan Women’s Group
3 Harrisburg, PA
Jan TGEA Meeting
5 Arlington, VA
Jan TransCentralPA
12 Dinner @ ???
Meeting @ MCC of the Spirit
After Hours @ Stock’s
Jan First Event
23 Peabody, MA
Mar Keystone Conference
13 Harrisburg, PA

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org for
details & more event info!
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Trans‐Headliners
Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your reading pleasure. Opinions & views in these links cannot be assumed to be of TransCentralPA, nor
the Officers or Members of TransCentralPA. Our goal is to simply provide you with
information & thought-provoking viewpoints. If you would like to submit a story, please
email us at info@TransCentral.org
Transgender Equality
Not the Boy Next Door
Senior site starts to take shape
A Teen Love Story Unlike Any Other
Trans Voters Excluded in Exit Poll
A Look Back at Transgender History
Transgender Jews Seek Place at Table
City sees firsts for Trans Day of Remembrance
Transgender woman 1st to win office in Cuba
More Companies Come Out For LGBT Rights
Transmissions: A lot of our friends are being killed
Op-ed: Who Cares If Ann Coulter Looks Trans?’
San Francisco plans to provide transgender surgeries
Transsexual Male to Female Operation in Bangkok, Thailand
Transgender Japanese Citizen denied Fatherly rights by Court
Finding Models Who Aren’t Defined by Gender—on Facebook
"My New Mommy" Transgender Parenting with Lilly Mossiano
Judge Dismisses Transgender Student's Lawsuit
Advocacy Group Rates Am Law Firms on LGBT Friendliness
First Transgender class at Rutgers explores misunderstandings
Being Transgender in America ( The Story of Brooke Addison)
Swedish School’s Big Lesson Begins With Dropping Personal Pronouns
Belgian discovers his wife used to be a man after 19 years
Transgender Day Of Remembrance 2012: 50 Transgender Icons

Women’s Group
The final Women's Group meeting of the
year is a holiday sing-a-long on Monday,
December
3
from
7:00-9:00
pm.
Join us as we welcome the Central Pennsylvania Womyn's Chorus to lead them in a
holiday sing-a-long for our final meeting of
2012. It's been a monumental year for The
LGBT Center and for the women's community therein, so please come to celebrate their
forward movement and to embrace the holiday season!
LOOKING AHEAD
Their next meeting is on Thursday, Jan 3
from 7:00-9:00 pm: note this switch to
the first Thursdays of each month as opposed to the first Mondays. Remember that
at the end of each meeting they pick the
topic for the following month and volunteers
determine how to make it happen. Please
come with ideas and make sure your voice
is heard!
Also, if you'd like to hear more about participating in a local production of Vagina
Monolgues! There are opportunities for the
Women's Group participants to perform or
help out behind the scenes this March.
-Women's Group at The LGBT Center
The LGBT Center's Women’s Group is an
open and inclusive space for women of all
backgrounds and identities, and looks to
ultimately expand to offer several larger signature events beyond a monthly meeting
space.

NCAVP recognizes International Transgender Day of Remembrance
'My womanhood is valid': transgender activist Janet Mock calls for change
Why are NHS doctors are still treating trans people like they’re mentally ill?
Beauty queen Kevin Balot happy to be accepted as a transgender by her father
Moving Beyond The Invisibility Of Transgender People In The 2012 Elections
The Beautiful Daughter: How My Korean Mother Gave Me the Courage to Transition
First openly transgender mayor in the U.S., Stu Rasmussen, re-elected to fifth term
Stacie Laughton, New Hampshire's First Transgender Legislator, Hopes To Inspire
Others
Transgender Awareness Week: Understanding Unique Challenges Faced By
The Trans Community
Psychological Aspects of the Treatment of Patients With Disorders of Sex
Development

Harrisburg Men’s Choir
Silver Belles: A Birthday
Candlelight Concert
Friday, November 30, 2012
at 7:30 p.m.
First Reformed Church of Lancaster
Lancaster, PA
Sunday, December 9, 2012
at 4 p.m.
Unitarian Church of Harrisburg
Harrisburg, PA
For more info: harrisburgmenschorus.com
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TransCentralPA Holiday Potluck Dinner
Everyone is invited to our Holiday Potluck Dinner on December 8th! In lieu of our normal dinner and
meeting, TransCentralPA is hosting a potluck dinner at the newly remodeled Central Pennsylvania LGBT
Center in Harrisburg. Please SIGN-UP to bring either a side-dish, desert or drinks If you are unable to bring
something, that's OK, just let us know that you plan to attend so we can include you in our headcount to ensure adequate seating. Click here to SIGN-UP .
TransCentralPA will be providing the plates, napkins, utensils, table cloths, cups and a main entrée (or two) which will include meat.
The Center has very, very limited oven space, so please plan accordingly. Plan on a serving size for at least 6 people (12 if you
sign up for rolls/bread). If needed, please bring a serving utensil for
your dish as well. Finally if you have special dietary needs, please
prepare a side-dish to your own standards.
Doors open at 5:30 pm and we plan to seat at 6:00 pm. A normal meeting will follow afterward at the Center. There will not be a
meeting at the MCC of the Spirit that night.
The new Central Pennsylvania LGBT Center is located on 1306 N. Third Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102
right next to the Midtown Scholar Bookstore. There is parking behind the Center and across the street. We
hope you can join us! Email us with questions at info@TransCentralPA.org.

New Resource Material Available
As you know, sexual violence can impact anyone regardless of age, race, ethnicity, religion, geography, ability, sexual orientation, and gender identity or
expression. Because we are committed to supporting the work being done to
serve all survivors and engage every community, the Pennsylvania Coalition
Against Rape (PCAR) and National Sexual Violence Resource Center
(NSVRC) partnered with many other organizations and experts to put together
this newest collection of resources.

9th Anniversary
Celebration

We are proud to share Sexual Violence & Individuals Who Identify as
LGBTQ, an information packet containing nearly a dozen resources focused
on serving, engaging, and collaborating with individuals and communities who
identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer or questioning (LGBTQ).
The packet contains resources to support counselors, advocates, preventionists, technical assistance providers, and allied professionals committed to affirming all individuals and communities.

The National
Press Club Ballroom

The packet contains an annotated bibliography, research brief, resource list,
and a number of technical assistance materials. These resources are a result
of mindful planning, teamwork, and authentic discussion. We hope that the
resources will both strengthen work already being done, as well as assist
organizations in discovering a place to begin program development. We
would love to hear your thoughts about this packet, how you plan to use it, and
any recommendations for improvements.
As always, the LGBTQ Workgroup at PCAR is here to answer any questions
or respond to your training or technical assistance needs.

Wednesday, Dec 5, 2012
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM

529 14th St. NW
13th Floor
Washington D.C.
Ticket and sponsorship information will be available soon. For
any other questions or concerns,
please contact NCTE Development Manager Ace Portis
at aportis@transequality.org.
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TransCentralPA
Honored at the
Fall Achievement Benefit

Announcements (con nued)...
(restrictions apply). As we finalize the
details of the conference, we’ll post
additional information on the Keystone
website. Please take a moment to
visit the website and mark your calendars for March 13–16, 2013!

On November 10th, TransCentralPA
was honored by the Central Pennsylvania LGBT Community Center as
one of the three FAB award winners
in recognition of our dedicated support and advocacy of Central Pennsylvania’s transgender people. This is
the first time that the FAB Award was
given to an organization. Below is the
acceptance speech from Jeanine
Ruhsam, President of TransCentralPA.
Ten days ago Vice President Joe
Biden said that discrimination against
transgender Americans is the “civil
rights issue of our time”. Workplace
discrimination is undoubtedly the largest problem that transgender people
face, because it in turn causes many
other problems like homelessness or
inability to access health care. When
Biden spoke out in similar open fashion favoring gay marriage a few
months ago, the President followed a
few days later solidly backing him up.
That’s probably not going to happen
this time; the President is unlikely to
expend valuable political capital pushing employment protections for a
group of people widely misunderstood
by most Americans.
Even when laws that protect
transgender people from discrimination in employment, housing and public accommodations are in place as
they are here in this city of Harrisburg,
they are insufficient to the task of
changing cultural opinions about and
treatment of transgender people.
These laws are of vital help, but they
cannot win the battle alone. The difficulties we transgender people face
are not caused by our own gender
identity, but by society’s reactions to
us. Our task is to force a cultural
change, so that our fellow Americans
move away from being afraid of us to
a place where they celebrate our
unique differences and our freedom
and ability to express who we are.
This is the task that TransCentralPA,
EqualityPA and the LGBT Center are
charged with in our part of the coun-

2012 Keystone Conference Pictures
taken by Cassandra and her wonderful staff from this past year’s event are
once again available online to the attendees of the 2012 Conference. See
page 6 for details.

try, and we’ve been working diligently at it for a few years now. We are
proud of the progress we’ve made,
and to be honored by this award
from the LGBT Center, one of our
allies in this effort, is a great and
welcome sign of recognition of our
achievement.
Four years ago FAB saw the first
significantly visible presence of
transgender people, and those of us
that were there recall with pride the
ovation given us for joining with our
gay and lesbian family. Yes, we are
all family: what inextricably binds us
is not so much our marginalization
by greater society, but our transgressing of the gender norms that
gives them their comfort.
Joe Biden recognized us as the final
frontier, and we know that our exclusion comes from people’s misconceptions of us. We transmen and
transwomen are here in equal numbers, we are coming out more every
day, and we ask you to join us in an
awareness campaign. If you don’t
know a transgender person well,
then take the time to. If you do, then
introduce one of us to someone who
doesn’t. Your effort will hasten the
day that most Pennsylvanians and
Americans will come to accept that
transgender people aren't very different from their own friends, neighbors
and family.
Thank you.

Red Roof Inn Discount. We have
negotiated a rate of $42.99/night for
2012 for both TransCentralPA members and guests. To take advantage
of this special offer, call the hotel directly at (717) 939-1331 and use the
rate code “TCPA”. They also are offering a special price for their Business King suites, too. Ask for details.
Have an announcement? Email it to
us at info@TransCentralPA.org

Understanding Hormone
Therapy
November 29 - 6:30 PM
Alder Health Services - Harrisburg
100 N. Cameron St.
Deciding to begin the transition process is never an easy decision. Hormone therapy can seem complicated
and daunting. This workshop strives
to demystify hormone therapy for
transgender members of the community. Understand the facts. Advocate
for your needs. Light refreshments
provided.
Presented by Amanda
Bostdorf, CRNP.
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workshop is for you. You will learn
what social media can do for you and
the basics on how to get started.

December Mixer
Date: Thursday, December 6, 2012
Time: 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Where: Nauman Smith, 200 N. 3rd
Street 18th Floor, Harrisburg, PA

Business dress is requested. Free
for members. $10 for prospective
members.
Bring your business
cards and a 30 second elevator
speech to share. To register for this
mixer go to www.cpglcc.org.
**The First Reformed Church and
Vision of Hope Church are doing an
event for children affected by HIV/
AIDS where they can shop for gifts
for family members, do crafts, see
Santa and have lunch.
We are asking all attendees to donate a gift for this month's mixer. Gifts are for any age including adults. Gifts should be new and
unwrapped, but will accept gently
used items.
They are also looking for volunteers
to help kids with crafts, make/serve
food, help kids shop or gift wrapping
on Saturday, December 8 from 14pm at the First Reformed UCC,
Lancaster, PA. To volunteer or for
more information contact Heidi
Duckworth
at
communityservice@cpglcc.org.

Education Program
Date: Monday, December 10, 2012
Time: 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Where: LGBT Center of Central PA,
1306 N Third St., Harrisburg, PA
The CPGLCC Education Committee
is offering a Basic Social Media For
Business workshop presented by
Deb Bixler. If you have been told
that your business needs to be in
Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn or have
a social media presence then this






Social Media Overview
Where To Start And Why
Finding Time For Social Media
Targeting Followers

This workshop will be informative for
both the experienced and novice socializer!
Deb Bixler is an educator in the areas of
healthy living and
sales techniques for
home business owners. She provides
affordable blog and
social media services
for home business
professionals all over
the world. More well known locally as
the healthy chef, Deb was honored as
the Direct Selling Women's Alliance
2011 Speaker Of The Year.
To register for this workshop go to
www.cpglcc.org.
Parking: Available at Broad Street
Market, on 3rd Street, and on
Verbeke Street. Note: There are parking meters on Verbeke Street, but
those do not need to be paid in the
evening.

survival mode to legacy mode.
Who should attend:
Local Business owners that are already
certified: LGBTBE, WBE, MBE. Business owners that are LGBT, Local
Chamber members that want to see a
stronger economy, Procurement and
Supplier Diversity professionals.
When:
Cost: $15 for Chamber Members, $30
for Non-Members
Speaker: Sam McClure, Director of
Affiliate Relations and External Affairs,
NGLCC
To register for
www.cpglcc.org

this

event

go

to

**They will only accept online reservations and there are a limited number
of seats.**
Open this hyperlink to hear more about
the dynamic difference LGBTBE Certification is making across the country!
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=srUe_AgRGU&feature=share&list=UUk0HSiYzcs
psWvxcgGSOzmQ

National Gay & Lesbian
Chamber of Commerce
Road Show
Date: Thursday, December 13th
Time: 1:30 - 3:00 ~ Introduction to the
LGBTBE Certification
3:30 - 5:00 ~ How to leverage your
Certification for maximum results
Where: Harrisburg Regional Chamber of Commerce/Central Pennsylvania Gay and Lesbian Chamber of
Commerce office building, 3211 N.
Front Street, Suite 201; Harrisburg,
PA 17110
The National Gay & Lesbian Chamber of Commerce (NGLCC) Road
Show will be rolling into Harrisburg!
The NGLCC Road show is designed
to meet business owners where they
live and work. Learn how business
certification can leverage opportunities that will take your business from

Keystone Conference
Photos are Available!
The photos takes by Cassandra
Storm Photography for the 2012 Keystone Conference are still available
for viewing until December 14th!
Ordering photos from this site is simple and secure. So spice up your
holiday greeting cards to friends and
family with your favorite pictures from
the Keystone Conference!

Click here to view the photos!

