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Announcements
September’s Dinner is at Stock’s on
Second (www.stocksonsecond.com)
Please RSVP by Friday, September 7
if
you
plan
to
attend
at
info@transcentralpa.org.
September’s Meeting is Saturday,
September 8th 8:30 pm. Doors will
open at approximately 8:00 pm for
those needing to change.
After Hours is at Stock’s on 2nd
Stock's (www.stocksonsecond.com).
Stock’s offers the opportunity to mingle and socialize in a friendly atmosphere as well as an opportunity to
dance to some great music. So for
great conversation, friendship and
more, please join us at Stock’s on
2nd. There is no cover charge!
September Birthdays! Please say
Happy Birthday to Valerie Br., Angelique Be. and Jennifer Ho.
BIRTHDAY!

HAPPY

Website Updated
We’ve posted
several documents to the TransCentralPA website about a variety of topics. Please visit the Resource page
to see them. Have another one?

Are you affected by the New Pennsylvania’s Vote ID Law? See “From
the President” on page 2 and articles on page 3 & 5 for more info.
Please send it to us. And don’t forget
that we have several books and periodicals at our meeting location.

(www.Keystone-Conference.org)
for
more information and a link to the
Sheraton’s website.

Save the Date! The 2013 Keystone
Conference will be held March 13-16
at the Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey
Hotel. Although conference registration will not open until December, the
hotel is now taking room reservations.
Please visit the Keystone website

Red Roof Inn Discount. We have
negotiated a rate of $42.99/night for
2012 for both TransCentralPA members and guests. To take advantage of
this special offer, call the hotel directly
at (717) 939-1331 and use the rate
code “TCPA”. They also are offering a
special price for their Business King
suites, too. Ask for details.
ROSE Meeting Change Renaissance
of Southeastern Pennsylvania (ROSE)
Transgender Support Group now
meets the 4th Saturday of the month in
York. Doors open at 7:30 pm, the
meeting begins at 8:30 pm and ends
around 11:00 pm. For more information,
visit
their
website
at
www.renaissancesep.org

Join us for an elegant evening of dinner, dancing, entertainment, and celebration as we support Common Roads and the LGBT Community Center of Central Pennsylvania.

www.FallAchievementBenefit.org

Trans Aging Lambda Legal recently
put out a guide for older Transgender
individuals. Visit their website to view
it.
Have an announcement? Email it to
us at info@TransCentralPA.org
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Two days ago a Federal District Court
in Washington DC struck down a Texas law that required voters to show
From the
photo identification, ruling that the law
would force “strict, unforgiving burPresident
dens” on minority voters. Pennsylvania is one of the many states that are
requiring voters to show photo ID in
Jeanine Ruhsam
order to participate in the elections of
November 6 this year, and the question arises whether this ruling may take down our states recently passed law
with it.
First, let’s address why this matters to transgender people—for this column
is all about the interests of trans folk, their families and allies. Simply put,
there are many trans people who are caught out in the no-man’s land of transition, where they aren’t prepared to show a legal, government issued photo
identification card that matches their appearance, name and gender. This is
usually because of timing: changes to appearance, changes of name and
changes of gender marker take months and years to fully process. This is
why Equality PA (www.equalitypa.org), NCTE (www.nctequality.org) and
many other advocates for trans people have been sounding the warning for
months now: don’t waste a day, get your ID in order. Mara Keisling, Executive Director of NCTE and a Harrisburg native, says “"Most transgender people have never had problems voting before but this year is different. When a
transgender person shows up to a polling place with a name or appearance
that isn't perceived to match their voter registration records or their photo ID,
they could be turned away."
Given statistics by the Davis Institute at UCLA, an estimated 3.5% of the nations 700,000 trans-identified people will be turned away from voting for this
reason in two months time. Doing the math, that equates to about 750 Pennsylvanians, and as South Central PA comprises 5% of the state’s population,
some 35 transgender identified people in our area are in jeopardy of not being able to vote.
Two major points need now be stated: first, Pennsylvania has recently—and
largely due to pressure from the AFL-CIO and Equality PA—offered a new,
free and streamlined plan to help people that do not have a valid photo ID
obtain one; and second, because of this effort to make the ID so available
and unburden some, the Federal Court will likely not strike down PA’s legislation on the issue.
It is of great interest that so much attention is being given to this issue, as if it
is designed to further marginalize transgender Pennsylvanians, or, in the
end, that our vote may somehow affect who might lead our country. Probability and common sense reveal that trans-sylvanians are evenly split between
conservative and liberal views on varying issues—except legislation for
equality regarding gender identity.
Please vote because you care about the future, and if you are one of those
35 so affected, please see our website or come to our next meeting for a
brief to be presented by the Executive Director of Equality PA on how to obtain your PA ID. With two months till the deadline you have time to get a
qualifying photo ID.
Sincerely,

Jeanine Ruhsam

Calendar of Events
Bold text are TransCentralPA sponsored

Sep Laptop Lounge
1 King of Prussia, PA
Sep Transexual Education Group
6 Harrisburg, PA
Sep The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
6 York, PA
Sep Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
7 Harrisburg, PA
Sep TransCentralPA Meeting
8 Dinner @ Stock’s on Second
Meeting @ MCC of the Spirit
After Hours @ Stock’s
Sep TGEA Meeting
8 Arlington, VA
Sep Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
14 Harrisburg, PA
Sep Laptop Lounge
15 King of Prussia, PA
Sep Southern Comfort Conference
18 Atlanta, GA
Sep The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
20 York, PA
Sep Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
21 Harrisburg, PA
Sep ROSE Meeting
22 York, PA
Sep Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
28 Harrisburg, PA
Oct TransCentralPA Meeting
13 Dinner @ Brick City Bar & Grille
Meeting @ MCC of the Spirit
After Hours @ Stock’s
Oct Fantasia Fair
14 Provincetown, MA
Oct Transcending Boundaries Conference
26 Springfield, MA
Nov Beauty at the Beach
7 Rehobooth Beach, DE
Nov Fall Achievement Benefit
10 Harrisburg, PA
Nov Lake Erie Gala
11 Erie, PA
Nov Transgender Day of Remembrance
20 Harrisburg, PA

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org for
details & more event info!
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Health and
Politics
On October 4, 2012,
Governor
Howard
Dean, will be joining
Alder Health Services to discuss the
intersection of politics
and health in America and how we can
achieve a quality
healthcare system for all in the United
States.
Thursday, October 4, 2012 - 7PM
Whitaker Center - Harrisburg
A physician by education, Gov. Dean is the
former governor of Vermont and was a
candidate for the Democratic Presidential
Nomination in 2004. Following the 2004
election cycle, Gov. Dean served as the
Chair of the Democratic National Committee and continues to be a tireless advocate
for health and healthcare reform in the United States.
For more information on sponsorship opportunities, and tickets to Gov. Dean's Lecture please call 1.800.867.1550 or email
Health and Politics.
To Purchase Tickets for Gov. Dean's lecture please visit Whitaker Center Box Office
or call 717-214-ARTS.

This year's vintner's wine tour on Saturday,
September 15 includes visits to three of the
premier Pennsylvania Wineries.
Tour Date: Saturday, September 15
Tour Time: Bus Departs at 10AM, Bus
Returns at approximately 6PM
Featured Wineries:





Shade Mountain Winery
Benigna's Winery
Stone Mountain Vineyard
General Ticket: $75

Healthy Sexuality Training
The Healthy Sexuality Training Series is
designed for teachers, social workers,
nurses, caseworkers, counselors, group
home and residential staff and other
professionals who work with youth. This
series is for anyone who is interested in
building their skills to support young
people in successfully negotiating decisions concerning their sexual health and
relationships.
Date & Location:
Monday, October 22, 2012 &

Vintner Ticket: $100

Tuesday, October 23, 2012

Tour is limited to 54 guests. We highly recommend early registration. Registration
closes on September 9.

United Way of York County
800 East King Street
York PA 17403

Your ticket to the 2012 Wine Tour includes:
Tastings At Each Winery, Additional Wine Tastings on the coach
during the Tour, Boxed Lunch from Fork 'n
Spoon, Snacks throughout the day, Luxury
Coach Transportation.

Register now at $40 per workshop or
$140 for four. After October 12, $45 per
workshop or $160 for four.

The tour leaves from Alder Health Services'
Health Center and Administrative Offices
(100 N. Cameron St., Harrisburg) at
10:00AM and returns at approximately 5:30
PM that evening.

All workshops are approved for Continuing Education Hours for Act 48, Social
Work and Nursing. Please include certificate costs with your total workshop
payments.
Lunch is on your own. A kitchen area is
available with a refrigerator, microwave
and soda machine.

Please arrive at Alder Health at 9:30AM to
register and board the bus for a prompt
departure at 10:00 AM.
To purchase tickets please visit Event and
Activity Registration and click the "Just for
Fun" option or call 1-800-867-1550.

The New Pennsylvania's Voter ID Law
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania recently enacted a new voter ID law which could impede a Transperson's ability to
vote--especially if you are in the process of transition--if steps are not taken prior to election day. The requirements for
identification under the new law are:


A photo ID with a photo that substantially looks like you.



Your name must "substantially conform" to how your name appears in
the voter lists.



The photo ID must have an expiration date.

Both the National Center for Transgender Equality (NCTE) and Equality Pennsylvania have prepared important briefings on the new Voter ID Law(s). Please take
a look at both documents.

NCTE Briefing
Equality Pennsylvania Briefing
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Trans‐Headliners
Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your reading pleasure. Opinions & views in these links cannot be
assumed to be of TransCentralPA, nor the Officers or Members of TransCentralPA. Our goal is to simply provide you with information
& thought-provoking viewpoints. If you would like to submit a story, please email us at info@TransCentral.org
Memo: ObamaCare Will Bar Discrimination Against Transgender People
Transgender candidate a label-free conservative
Leland Bobbé's Half-Drag Photos Show New York's Drag Queens In And Out Of Makeup
Clinical management of gender identity disorder in adolescents: a protocol on psychological and paediatric endocrinology aspects
What’s So Bad About a Boy Who Wants to Wear a Dress?
A Weekend at Camp for Gender-Variant Children
The Top 10 Trans-Friendly Colleges and Universities
FAA Eliminates Unnecessary Psychological Testing for Transgender Pilots
Oregon Bar Bans Transgender Women
Transgender Adoptive Parent Featured on Oxygen Documentary Series
Mother of Transgender Toddler Gets Lesson in Love
High-Profile Australian Lawyer Transitions While in Public Eye
What the Affordable Care Act Means for Transgender People
Trans Man Denied Cancer Treatment; Now Feds Say It's Illegal
DOJ Standards Protect Transgender Inmates from Rape and Abuse
LGBT Bar Assoc. Discusses Military Stance on Transgender Soldiers
Penn State ranks as top trans-, gay-friendly school
The Inseparable Link Between Discrimination, Economic Injustice, and Anti-Transgender Violence
Camp unites transgender kids on outskirts
Born as a girl

The Real Story of the Female
Hunter of Delaware County
Lucy Ann Lobdell quickly gained a reputation as a
marksman during the 19th century. But after leaving
home, Lobdell proved something different altogether
— a transgender man.
Born in 1829 to a working-class family in upstate
New York, Lucy Ann Lobdell quickly gained a reputation as a marksman, earning the nickname “The
Female Hunter of Delaware County.” But after leaving home, Lobdell proved something different altogether: a transgender man. Now Lobdell’s distant
relative, professor Bambi L. Lobdell, has written a
fascinating account of Joseph Lobdell — who she
calls Lucy-Joe — and what happened after he
moved to the frontier, married a woman, and bucked
19th-century social restrictions and gender expectations. It’s a fascinating story of forced marriage, arrest, and incarceration in an insane asylum. Although 20th-century scholars have labeled Lobdell a lesbian, the author,
while incorporating queer theory and Lobdell’s own writings, makes a fascinating argument in A Strange Sort of Being:
The Transgender Life of Lucy Ann/Joseph Israel Lobdell, 1829-1912 that there never was a “female hunter” but really a
transgender man who would eventually be locked away from society and his beloved for insisting on being a man.
Read more of this interview with the author at the Advocate website
Read excerpts from this book here
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Get Out and Vote
Equality Pennsylvania wants you to
vote with confidence in November,
and that’s why we are doing everything that we can to make sure nothing stops you.
Pennsylvania’s Voter ID law was
passed this spring which will require
all voters in the state to show valid
photo ID in order to cast a ballot. The
law, one of the strictest in the country
with a narrow list of acceptable forms
of ID, will go into effect for the first
time for the general election this November.
The most common and widely used
forms of acceptable ID are issued by
PennDOT: the Pennsylvania driver’s
license and the non-driver photo ID
card. Recently released information
from the Department of State indicates that as many as 1.25 million
registered voters do not have acceptable state-issued ID and will need
to go to a PennDOT center prior to
Election Day to receive a free nondriver ID.
As part of our membership in the
Pennsylvania Voice progressive table,
Equality Pennsylvania will be joining
the “Get ID” August Blitz.” The goal of
this effort will be to educate the public
about the ID requirement for voting
and encourage these eligible voters to
gather the necessary documentation
and go to a PennDOT center to get
the ID. Equality Pennsylvania and our
partners at Pennsylvania Voice and
other allies will be joining together to
reach voters and encourage them to
get ID during the time period of Sunday, August 12th – Saturday, August
25th.
As of today, we are signatories of the
“Get ID” August Blitz campaign and
our goal will be to get as many of you
to the polls without problems as possible. Expect to hear more from us,

www.crossdresslasvegas.com
and as a service we’ll be contacting
every person in our database that has
been identified by the Department of
State as possibly lacking an acceptable ID with a courtesy reminder.
Hopefully, that won’t mean you. However, if there’s a possible problem then
we want to reach you NOW. No person should be turned away from the

polls because of a questionable ID.
We are taking this seriously, and we
hope you do too. Few groups have as
much at stake as the LGBT Community in this election. Everyone needs to
vote.
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Trans People Speak: Add
Your Voice, If You Can—I AM
by Sharon Rose

New Women’s Group
The LGBT Center is launching a
Women's Group at The Center with a
wine and cheese mixer on Friday,
September 14!
As The LGBT Center settles into its
new home for existing programs and
welcomes community groups to use
our newly renovated space, we are
proud to be launching a new original
Center program for women.
Women’s Wine and Cheese Mixer
at The LGBT Center
1306 N Third Street
Harrisburg, PA
Friday, September 14
6:00-9:00 pm.
Join friends old and new and share
your thoughts on what you’d like to
see from the Women’s Group. Starting October 1, the group will meet on
the First Mondays of each month at
The LGBT Center from 6:00-9:00,
which will include unstructured social
time as well as more structured programming. An educational program
will take place at 7:00 during meetings, and will be led by a group member on a topic chosen from the previous month.
The Women’s Group came from community feedback about programming
needs and wants in central PA’s
LGBT community; The Center held
two focus groups in March and August 2012 to determine the direction
of such a group. The Women’s Group
is an open and inclusive space for
women of all backgrounds and identities, and looks to ultimately expand to
offer several larger signature events
beyond the monthly meeting space.
Please join us and invite your friends
to this exciting new grassroots group.

Trans People Speak, is a trans educational video project that is cosponsored by the Massachusetts
Transgender
Political
Campaign
(MTPC) and The Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD).
The project is designed to raise
awareness of the diversity that exists
within the transgender community.
MTPC launched the project in Massachusetts in 2010. In March 2012, it
joined forces with GLAAD to take the
project nationwide.
The Web site encourages transgender
persons, their family members, and
their allies to share their stories about
their identity and their experience with
their families, their personal interests,
and their communities. They are also
encouraged to discuss the best and
worst parts of their trans experience.
While a majority of Americans know
someone who is LGBT, only a small
percentage know someone who is
transgender. This means that most
people get their information about
transgender persons from the media.
The media present a limited view of
transgender persons, often as victims
of violent crime or as people on the
fringes of society.
The project is designed to humanize
trans persons by showing that they are
more than their gender. It also is intended to empower trans persons by
sharing their personal stories and
speaking on their own behalf.
"There is no one trans narrative. Each
of these individuals has their own
unique story to tell, and they can no
longer be silenced." For more information, or to submit your own video,
see their Web below.

Are you a parent or other
family member of someone
who
is
Would you
transitioning?
like someone to talk to who has
been there and came to terms
with his own daughter’s transition? David Garrett is available
to chat with you about concerns
and questions that you may have
about transgender family members. Feel free to call and have a
confidential conversation with
him at 717-580-3405.

TransCentralPA
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
c/o MCC of the Spirit
2973 Jefferson Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110
(717) 236-7387
info@TransCentralPA.org
www.TransCentralPA.org

