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Announcements
December’s Dinner will be at Stock’s
on Second on Saturday, Dec 10 at
5:30p. We’ll sit down promptly at 6:00
pm. Seating will be limited because of
the holiday season, so please RSVP as
soon as possible if you plan to attend at
info@transcentralpa.org.
December’s Meeting is Saturday, Dec
10 at 8:30 pm. Doors will open at approximately 8:00 pm for those needing
to change. Special guest Polly Kahl,

On November 20th, TransCentralPA hosted the 13th Annual Transgender Day of Remembrance at the Pennsylvania Capitol Building. See page 6 for more information.

charge!
December Birthdays!
Please say
Happy Birthday to Joanne Be., Braiden
Wa., Sara Pe., Thomas Zi., Missy Anne
La., Lorri Mo., Jayme Ja., and Winter Tr.
Happy Birthday!
licensed therapist from West Lawn, PA
will be joining us.
After Hours is at Stock’s on 2nd
Stock's
(www.stocksonsecond.com).
Stock’s offers the opportunity to mingle
and socialize in a friendly atmosphere
as well as an opportunity to dance to
some great music. So for great conversation, friendship and more, please join
us at Stock’s on 2nd. There is no cover

2012 Officer Nominations opened on
October 8th. The nomination window for
2012 Officers closes at our Dec 10th
meeting prior to voting. If you are interested in volunteering or have a nomination, please contact our interim Secretary
Kristy Snow at our email address:
info@transcentralpa.org.
TDOR Thank you to all who joined us on
the capitol steps for the Transgender
Day of Remembrance and our annual

memorial service to honor the members
of our family who were taken from us
this past year. There were over 80 people in attendance. Please see page 6
for a list of those who we shall remember.
Fall Achievement Benefit Our table
captains, Jeanine Ruhsam and Alexis
Lake would like to thank those who attended FAB at the beautiful Lancaster
County Convention Center and supported the Central Pennsylvania LGBT
Community Center and their youth program, Common Roads. There were
500 people in attendance and with 36
people in the TransCentralPA group

See ’Announcements’ on page 3...

www.Keystone-Conference.org
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What amazing work TransCentralPA
has been involved in these past
twelve months, and what wonderful
results we’ve achieved! Our effort,
visibility and the helping hands of our
allies has helped us gain recognition,
support and to further our quest for
equality for all transgender Pennsylvanians.

Calendar of Events
Bold text are TransCentralPA sponsored

From the
President

Dec The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
1
York, PA

Jeanine Ruhsam

This past year, we of TransCentralPA have:

•

Held support and informational meetings every month at our refuge at the
MCC of the Spirit in Harrisburg

•

Participated in primary roles in productions of the Vagina Monologues,
staged by several women’s anti-violence and empowerment groups including PCAR & NCADV at Stage on Herr in Harrisburg.

•

Presented the “Building Trans Inclusive Agendas” panel at the GSA Summit at Dickenson College (Jeanine R. & Ashley M.).

•

Hosted the third annual Keystone Conference: A Celebration of Gender
Diversity at the Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey hotel. It was another resounding success, and at year’s end our event ranked as the second best
attended gender conference in the U.S.

•

Set up and staffed an information booth at the Central PA Pride Festival.

•

Became involved and worked as chaperones and mentors to transgender
youth through the LGBT Community Center/Common Roads (Danni F.)

•

Attended FAB (thirty six of us—the largest single group at the event) at
the Lancaster Convention Center on November 12, the holiday gala dinner dance hosted by the LGBT Community Center.

•

Organized and staged the third annual Transgender Day of Remembrance candlelight ceremony at the State Capitol of Pennsylvania on November 20, attended by over 80 transgender people and their allies.

•

Attended the 8th Anniversary reception of the National Center for Transgender Equality in Washington, DC.

•

Delivered a transgender issues class at Elizabethtown College.

•

Organized and attended dinners for transgender people, friends and allies at local mainstream restaurants every month prior to our meetings.

Dec Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
2
Harrisburg, PA
Dec TGEA Meeting
3
Arlington, VA
Dec Laptop Lounge
3
King of Prussia, PA
Dec Le Femme Holiday Party
6
Piscataway, NJ
Dec Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
9
Harrisburg, PA
Dec TCPA Dinner @ Stock’s on Second
10 TCPA Meeting
After Hours @ Stock’s
Dec The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
15 York, PA
Dec Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
16 Harrisburg, PA
Dec ROSE
17 York, PA
Dec Laptop Lounge
17 King of Prussia, PA
Dec Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
23 Harrisburg, PA
Dec The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
29 York, PA
Dec Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
30 Harrisburg, PA

•

Organized and promoted After Hours, the night club scene in Harrisburg
following our meetings.

Jan TCPA Dinner @ Bricco
14 TCPA Meeting
After Hours @ Stock’s

•

President Jeanine R. maintained her position serving on the board of directors of the LGBT Community Center.

Jan
18

First Event
Peabody, MA

•

Continued to work for transgender rights in Pennsylvania with EqualityPA.

Jan
25

Nat’l Conference on LGBT Equality
Baltimore, MD

I resolutely pursue my primary mission and goal as your leader to increase
our visibility to the local and general public, and thus to foster their greater
understanding and acceptance of us transgender people. Together we continue to make huge advances doing so, and I look forward to 2012 with optimistic anticipation, knowing that as we resolutely come forth with pride and
positive attitudes we continue to make Central Pennsylvania and the United
States better places to be transgender people.
Warmly,

Jeanine Ruhsam

Feb TCPA Dinner @ El Sol
11 TCPA Meeting
After Hours @ Stock’s
Mar 4th Annual Keystone Conference
28 Harrisburg, PA

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org for
details & more event info!
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Trans-Headliners
Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your reading pleasure. Opinions & views in these links cannot be
assumed to be of TransCentralPA, nor the Officers or Members of TransCentralPA. Our goal is to simply provide you with information
& thought-provoking viewpoints. If you would like to submit a story, please email us at info@TransCentral.org
[News] [Afghanistan] Afghan transvestite forced to undress on camera for the amusement of police
[News/Television] [USA] Chaz Bono Proposes Marriage To Girlfriend Jennifer Elia In 'Being Chaz'
[News] [International] The Word on Women - Mapping transgender rights to counter global discrimination
[News] [OH, USA] Hate Crime or Not?: Transgender female attacked and beaten at rapid station
[News] [MD, USA] Transgender citizens, families testify for Howard Co. anti-discrimination bill
[News] [MA, USA] Frequently Asked Questions About the Transgender Equal Rights Bill
[News] [FL, USA] More Arrests for Bad Butt Injections As Second Alleged Victim Comes Forward
[News/People] [Italy] Film: Movie star Giuseppe Schisano to change sex and be called 'Vittoria'
[News] [IA, USA] Des Moines Public Works employee punished over transgender harassment incident
[News] [DC, USA] HUD Secretary Donovan says trans equality is a priority, not an issue
[News] [Michigan] Detroit transgender missing teen body was in morgue for weeks unclaimed
[News/People] [IL, USA] Transgendered and Homeless, Youth Struggles to Build a Life
[News/People/Television] [USA] TV's New Transgender Sensation is 11-Years-Old
[News/Television] [USA] Transgender Girl Jazz Tells Her Story In OWN’s 'I Am Jazz'
[Blog/Commentary] [Australia] Time to end fear and loathing of all Indian hijras now
[Blog/Commentary] [Australia] British Psychological Society response to DSM-V
[Blog/Commentary] [UK] T-girls and the trans umbrella: does “one size fit all”?
[News/Sports] [AS, USA] Finally making history for all the right reasons
[Letters to the Editor] [CO, USA] Competing rights in transgender case
[News] [Malaysia] Sabah Islamic dept stops transvestite show in mall
[News] [Swaziland] Rape convicts sodomise sex-change teacher
[News/People] [Ireland] From Eamon to Ross, and finally to Rebecca
[News] [IL, USA] Transvestites charged in Lincoln Park attacks
[News] [India] Accept us as we are, says LGBT community
[News] [India] Unhappy parents look to 'cure' gay kids
[News] [FL, USA] $15,000 Bond Set for Woman Accused of Bad Butt Injections
[News] [IA, USA] Des Moines City Council adds gender identity protection
[News/Health] [USA] Google seeks to improve benefits for trans employees
[News] [MA, USA] Mass. bishops decry rushed through transgender bill
[News] [MD, USA] Howard County weighs gender identity bill
[News] [MN, USA] Blaine man guilty of murdering transgender victim
[News] [Hong Kong] Transgender woman loses marriage appeal
[News] [PA, USA] PAC seeks clarity on Morris 911 recordings
[Advice] [USA] I cross-dress and my wife doesn’t know
[News/Health] [UK/USA] Cans contain gender bending chemical
[Commentary] [USA] Transgender thanksgivings
[News/People] [IL, USA] Chicago Transgender Activist Dies
[News/People] [UK] Trans woman will be first to stand for Scottish council elections
[Blog/Commentary] [USA] Ask Matt: The Legalities of Marriage in Trans Land
[News] [Thailand] Special report: Struggling to end Phuket's transgender stigma
[News/People] [Canada] Born this way: Breaking gender stereotypes
[News] [India] Transgenders set the ramp on fire
[News] [FL] Transvestigator: Transgender Town Hall

alone; we had the largest contingent of
people at the event.
LGBT Community Center Board
Jeanine Ruhsam will be stepping down
at the end of this year from the Board of
Directors after representing the transgender community for 4 years on the
board. Alexis Lake, who was elected to
the Board of Directors a few months
ago, will continue to provide a voice for
and the perspective of the transcommunity.
2012 Membership dues are a one-time
annual fee of $25. Dues are used to
pay for meeting space, program literature, our website and our affiliation with
and support of community groups and
activities such as Common Roads, the
Community Center, Central Pennsylvania Pride, etc. Please continue to
support our organization and efforts by
joining or renewing your membership—
we are making a difference!
2012 Keystone Conference website is
now up at:
www.Keystone-Conference.org

[News] [USA] Open transsexuals more happy at work

[News/Film] [Pakistan] Blessed to be a man

Announcements (continued)...

See ’News’ on page 4...

We are now soliciting workshop proposals, vendors, advertisers and our much
appreciated sponsors! The HarrisburgHershey Sheraton Hotel has extended
us their low rate of $99/night for the 4th
year in a row (restrictions apply). As we
finalize the details of the conference,
we’ll post additional information on the
website. Please take a moment to visit
the website and mark your calendars for
March 28th-31st, 2012!
Delaware Renaissance has a new
website up at www.DelRen.org.
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We Need Your Help!
Trans people and
loved ones:

Therapists & Sexual
Assault Providers:

Your voice makes a difference.

Your experience makes a difference.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
trans-barriers

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/transtraining-needs

By taking this survey, you will improve the
way mainstream providers work with
trans+ people and loved ones. This survey has been approved by the Morehouse
School of Medicine Institutional Review
Board.

Answering this survey will help FORGE
develop more effective training and technical assistance strategies for DV/SA agencies to better serve transgender survivors. This survey has been approved by
the Morehouse School of Medicine Institutional Review Board.

For more information about the survey
and project, go to: http://forge-forward.org/
wp-content/docs/trans-barriers-surveycoverletter.pdf (You can also download a
postcard to share with your friends and
groups at: http://forge-forward.org/wpcontent/docs/trans-survey-postcard.pdf)
P.S. -- Please encourage your friends,
partner(s), loved ones, and allies to take
this survey, too.

Encourage EVERYONE in your agency to
take the survey. All voices are valuable
and welcomed.
For more information about the survey
and project, go to: http://forge-forward.org/
wp-content/docs/SA-agencies-surveycoverletter.pdf (You can also download a
postcard to share with your colleagues at:
http://forge-forward.org/wp-content/docs/
agency-survey-postcard.pdf)
P.S. – Please forward this email to your
colleagues (in your city or anywhere in the
United States).

News (continued)...
[News] [DC, USA] Transgender Woman Loses Jail Abuse Claims
[News/People] [IL, USA] Transitioning Gender on Campus
[News] [MD, USA] Gender identity bill poised for council approval
[News] [NY, USA] Tolerant Rehab Sued for Transgender Bias
[News/People] [MI, USA] Making a transition
[PR/News/Health] [USA] Ob-Gyns: Prepare to Treat Transgender Patients
[News/People] [CT, USA] Transgender Police Officer Still Fighting For Equality
[News] [PA, USA] LGBTQA hosts a successful Transgender Awareness Week
[News/People/History] [UK] Five historical London cross-dressers
[News] [CA, USA] Hollywood Trans Community On Alert After Murder
[News] [CO, USA] Colo. Teen Fights for Restroom Rights
[News/Health] [MA, USA] A first-of-its-kind study of transgender health
[News/Books] [USA] Work Protections for Trans People at Starting Gate
[News/Film] [USA] Two Spirit Documentary Breaks PBS Records
[Commentary] [Canada] I am a transman: An accesible introduction to trans* identities
[News] [People] I'm Retiring the Word 'Tranny'... Will You Join Me?
[News] [Pennsylvania] One year later, Blahnik case stalled

Business Networking
Mixer & Holiday Party
Thursday, December 8, 2011
6:00 - 9:00 PM
Hosted by: Fete Events
@ Historic Harrisburg Association
1230 North Third Street
Harrisburg, PA
Entertainment by Erica Everest
The Erica Lyn Everest Band is a central PA based blues - jazz - soul band
specializing in a blend of familiar classics, some current tunes and unique
original songs.
Join us for a festive holiday mixer with
a signature cocktail, hors d'oeuvres,
and entertainment. Business dress is
requested. Bring your business cards
to share. Free for members. $5 for
pr ospec tive members .
Vis i t
www.cpgalcoc.camp9.org for more
info.

Fifth Anniversary
Annual Meeting &
Dinner
In 2012, the Chamber will be celebrating its fifth year of supporting the
LGBT and Allied business community. Their Annual Meeting & Dinner
will be held on Saturday, January 21,
2012 at the newly renovated Best
Western Premier.
The celebration will begin with a reception followed by dinner and the
Annual Meeting, with keynote speaker
John J. "SKI" Sygielski, President of
the Harrisburg Area Community College. Wrapping up will be the After
Party, with comedian Suzanne
Westenhoefer.
You and your business can be a part
of this celebration by sponsoring this
event and helping to advance the mission of the Chamber. To see what
sponsorship opportunities are available, contact Seth Hamill.
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Strong Majorities of Americans Favor Rights
and Legal Protections for Transgender People
by the Public Religion Research Institute

Victory! Transgender
Woman Wins Disability
Leave Coverage for Facial
Feminization Surgery
November 16 - We are thrilled to announce that we have resolved a claim on
behalf of Lina Kok, a 47-year-old transgender woman in North Carolina who had
been denied short-term disability leave
benefits for reconstructive facial feminization surgery. Lina underwent the surgery
in November 2010 as part of her transition
from male to female. Her insurance company denied her claim on the grounds that
her surgery was undertaken for cosmetic
reasons, and therefore was not covered
under the policy. After two failed appeals,
her claim was approved after TLDEF argued that her reconstructive surgery was
medically necessary and covered under
the policy.

Washington, D.C. – Overwhelming majorities of Americans, across the political and
religious spectrum, believe that transgender people should have the same general
rights and legal protections as other people, a new survey finds.
The August and September Religion and Politics Tracking Surveys were conducted
by Public Religion Research Institute and released amid the increased attention towards transgender issues following Chaz Bono’s appearance on ABC’s Dancing with
the Stars. The combined surveys constitute one of the first independent studies of attitudes on transgender issues and Americans’ knowledge of transgender identity.
“Three out of four Americans say Congress should pass employment nondiscrimination
laws that protect transgender people,” said Dr. Robert P. Jones, CEO of Public Religion
Research Institute. “This strong support is also broad, persisting across party lines and
the religious spectrum.”
Approximately three-quarters (74%) of Americans also favor Congress’ recent expansion of hate crimes legislation to protect transgender people. Additionally, the survey
found that roughly two-thirds of Americans both report being well informed about transgender people and issues, and generally understand what the term “transgender”
means, the new survey finds.
“To explore whether Americans know what the term ‘transgender’ means, we allowed
them to define ‘transgender’ in their own words,” said Daniel Cox, PRRI Research Director. “More than two-thirds of Americans were able to give an essentially accurate
definition of the term ‘transgender’ without any assistance.”
Among the Findings:

“Transgender-related health care is medically necessary care, and it should be
treated that way in all respects,” said
TLDEF staff attorney Noah Lewis. “No
one should be denied benefits based on
the incorrect view that transgender-related
health care is optional or cosmetic. Transgender employees simply want the same
benefits as any other employee,” he
added.

Overwhelming majorities of Americans agree that transgender people should
have the same general rights and legal protections as others.

Facial feminization surgery is a set of reconstructive surgical procedures designed
to bring distinctly male facial features
closer in shape and size to typical female
facial features. For transgender women
who need it, it is often more important
than other transgender-related procedures
in alleviating the distress caused by gender dysphoria.
“My doctor and I both believed that this
surgery was absolutely medically necessary for my well-being,” said Ms. Kok.
“Since adolescence, I struggled with seeing my face become more and more male.
Now the outside matches, which makes
me feel whole. For the first time in 47
years, I feel like the world sees me as the
woman I am.”
In preparation for her surgery, in November 2010, Ms. Kok submitted a claim for
benefits under her employer’s short-term
disability leave policy. That policy provides pay continuation for employees who
are temporarily disabled due to medical
treatment. Ms. Kok’s surgery had an anticipated 3-week recovery period during

•

Approximately 9-in-10 (89%) Americans—including strong majorities of all religious
and partisan groups—agree that transgender people deserve the same rights and
protections as other Americans.

•

Overwhelming majorities of all major religious groups agree that transgender people should have the same rights and protections as other Americans, including
approximately 8-in-10 (83%) white evangelical Protestants, and roughly 9-in-10
Catholics (93%), white mainline Protestants (90%), and the unaffiliated (95%).

•

Overwhelming majorities of Republicans (86%), Independents (94%), and Democrats (92%) also agree.

•

More than 8-in-10 (81%) Americans agree that legal protections for gay and lesbian people should also include transgender people.

See ’Survey’ on page 8...
which she would be unable to work, and
she sought benefits to reimburse her for
lost income consistent with the policy’s
terms.
The insurance company denied Ms. Kok’s
claim and her two subsequent appeals.
TLDEF intervened and submitted the third
appeal, which resulted in the claim being
granted on September 30.
The medical and legal consensus is clear
that facial feminization surgery is medically necessary. The World Professional
Association for Transgender Health recognizes that "medically necessary sex reassignment procedures" include "certain
facial plastic reconstruction as appropriate
to the patient." Last year, the United

States Tax Court ruled in O'Donnabhain v.
Commissioner of Internal Revenue that
transgender-related surgery is medically
necessary and therefore tax deductible.
The court also noted that there is
“substantial evidence” that surgery to
feminize facial features can be used to
treat gender dysphoria and is not merely
cosmetic.
In addition to TLDEF, the legal team representing Ms. Kok included Juan Pena
and Peter Cohen-Millstein of Linklaters
LLP. We are grateful for their assistance.

www.transgenderlegal.org
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Transgender
Day of Remembrance

Tyra Trent
Tyra was 25 years-old
Location: Baltimore, Maryland
Cause of Death: Strangled
Date of Death: February 19, 2011
A transgender woman was found dead in a
vacant Baltimore home. Her family says
she was constantly tormented because of
the way she looked.
Bright, loving and motivated. That’s how
friends describe 25-year-old Tyra Trent—a
transgender woman found dead over the
weekend.

November 20th
2011
Lives Taken in the USA
Since November 20, 2010
Krissy Bates
Krissy was 45 years-old
Location: Minneapolis, Minnesota
Cause of Death: Stabbed
Date of Death: January 10, 2011
Source: Chrissie Bates died Monday in
Minneapolis as a result of "complex homicidal violence," according to the Hennepin
County Medical Examiner's Office. She
was 45.
Bates was identified by police as a man
when they came to her apartment at 1302
Linden Ave. on Monday, but she was living as a woman and went by the name
Chrissie.
"Complex homicidal violence generally
means just that --not a single type of injury," says Dallas Drake, principal research at Center for Homicide Research.
"There may be multiple types of injury. If
there's a wound, it's not a single wound.
It's a series of wounds or a series of types
of wounds."
"We see in GLBT homicide, it's common
to see overkill. Overkill is excessive
wounding, more injury than what is necessary to cause the death. Or second, multiple types of wounds."
"When you see overkill it typically points
toward an intimate partner killing. It does
not mean that it's a long-term partner. It
means that it's a sexual or intimate partner."
Before she died, Chrissie was working as
a prostitute. In an advertisement posted
Dec. 17 on Backpage.com, Chrissie describes herself as a "classy and sassy
southern belle" who is "very passionate,
artistic and sweet." She charged $100-anhour for her intimate services.

“He was very outgoing, dressed the way he
wanted to dress, been the way he wanted
to be,” said Brandy Grisson, neighbor.
“She loved people, loved animals, loved to
talk to anybody,” said Sandy Rawls, TransUnited director.
Rawls, a close friend to Trent and the director of a transgender outreach group, was
helping Trent pursue a GED. Rawls believes she was killed as a result of her appearance.
Police say on Saturday, someone found
Trent’s lifeless body in a vacant city-owned
house on Virginia Avenue.
“Preliminary ME reports indicate the victim
died of asphyxiation or strangulation,” said
Det. Kevin Brown, Baltimore City Police
Department.
Though the circumstances of Trent’s death
are unknown, Rawls says it’s typical for
transgender women to end up on the
streets. Homeless herself for two years,
she says many feel they have nowhere
else to go.

Marcal Camero Tye
Marcal was 25 years-old
Location: Forrest City, Arkansas
Cause of Death: Shot and dragged
Date of Death: March 8, 2011
Tuesday morning, the body of 25-year-old
Marcel Cameo Tye was discovered along a
stretch of Highway 334.
Sheriff Bobby May, "We're going to be, of
course, waiting for the lab results, the pathology reports, but it appeared to be that
he did have a head wound and also that he
had been drug by a car."
May says Tye was wearing female clothing
when found, "The victim was well known in
this area as a "cross dresser."
Tye was a transgender female, born male
but lived as a woman. Bohannon says Tye
didn't hide the fact he was a transgender
woman and she thinks he was picked up by
someone "high" on drugs and looking for
sex, "And when they brought him down

here they probably figured out, you know,
noticed that he was a "dude" and probably
took it from there and shot him and killed
him."

Miss Nate (or Née)
Eugene Davis
Née was 44 years-old
Location: Houston, Texas
Cause of Death: shot
Date of Death: June 13, 2011
Houston police (are looking for) a suspect
wanted in the murder of a transgender
victim whose body was found behind a
trash bin at an apartment complex early
Monday.
The vicitm, identified as 44 year-old Nathan Eugene Davis, was wearing a red
dress, makeup and a wig when found shot
to death at about 12:30 a.m., the Houston
Chronicle reports. KRPC channel 2 identifies Davis in a headline as “a crossdressing male prostitute.”
Davis’ is the latest of several murders in
Houston involving transgender victims
over the last few years.

Lashai Mclean
Lashai was 23 years-old
Location: Washington, D.C.
Cause of Death: Shot
Date of Death: July 20, 2011
A transgender woman was shot and killed
in Northeast D.C. during the early morning
hours of Wednesday, July 20. The Metropolitan Police Department has little information about the suspects other than that
they are ''two black males,'' according to
MPD Public Information Officer Gwen
Crump.
The victim has been identified as 23-yearold Lashai Mclean of Northeast. The homicide took place on the 6100 block of Dix
Street NE, in the same neighborhood as
the Wanda Alston House, the home for
LGBT youth that is a project of Transgender Health Empowerment (THE).
"Upon arrival on the scene, they found a
victim suffering from an apparent gunshot
wound. D.C. Fire and Emergency Medical
Services personnel transported the victim
to a local hospital where the victim was
pronounced dead."
Brian Watson, program director at THE,
who lives in the neighborhood in which the
homicide occurred, says Mclean was a
THE client of but not of the Wanda Alston
House.
''Lashai had been a client of ours for the
last few years,'' he says. ''She was one of

See ’TDOR’ on page 7...
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TDOR (continued)...
younger clients, she came to our drop-in
center, most of our staff knew her because she came here on a weekly basis.
''There was a point where she was here
almost everyday.''

Camila Guzman
Camila was 38 years-old
Location: New York, New York
Cause of Death: Stabbed several times in
the back and neck.
Date of Death: August 1, 2011
The transgender hooker found murdered
inside his bloody East Harlem apartment
was identified through a fairly new investigative tool – “a rapid ID fingerprint machine,” The Post has learned.
Detectives used a MorphoTrak – a portable electronic device – to scan the left
thumb print of Rodrigo Guzman, 38, after
his butchered body was discovered
stabbed to death in his East 110th Street
building at 11 p.m. Monday, sources said.
A few of the high-tech gadgets have been
in use for several years and the NYPD just
purchased more of the machines last September, sources said.
“It helps detectives find out relevant information about victims and suspects in a
matter of mere minutes,” said one source.
Guzman was found kneeling face-down
on the bed and wearing only underpants,
sources added.
He had been repeatedly stabbed in the
chest and back, and had a bed sheet
wrapped around his neck. Police sources
estimate that he had been dead “for at
least several hours.”
The one-bedroom apartment was described as “blood-spattered” and the suspected murder weapon, a kitchen knife
with a bent handle, was found discarded
on the living room floor, sources added.
Cops from Vice Squad had previously
been to Guzman’s pad to bust him for
prostitution on April 17, 2010, sources
said. He had two prior arrests for theft of
service.

Gaurav Gopalan
Gaurav was 35 years-old
Location: Washington, D.C.
Cause of Death: subarachnoid hemorrhage due to blunt-impact head trauma
Date of Death: September 10, 2011
Metropolitan Police Department officers
responded to a crime scene in the early
morning hours today that, according to
sources briefed by police, involved the

death of a transgender woman whose injuries included trauma to the face.
Jason Terry, an organizer with the DC
Trans Coalition, told Metro Weekly that
police called him around 6:15 a.m. this
morning to tell him that a transgender
woman was involved in the incident, which
took place in the 2600 block of 11th Street
NW. The D.C. medical examiner's office
has ruled that the death of Gaurav
Gopalan, a local theater enthusiast who
was found dead in the city's Columbia
Heights neighborhood on Sept. 10, was a
homicide.
''The cause of death is subarachnoid hemorrhage due to blunt-impact head trauma,''
Beverly Fields, spokeswoman for the Office
of the Chief Medical Examiner, told Metro
Weekly, confirming a Washington City Paper report earlier today. Jason Terry, an
organizer with the DC Trans Coalition, told
Metro Weekly that MPD Assistant Chief
Diane Groomes had called him on the
morning of Sept. 10 and told him the victim,
who was thought to be transgender, had
suffered trauma to the face.
News of Gopalan's death came during a
week marked by several violent incidents
directed at transgender individuals in the
District. Part of the confusion surrounding
the identity of Gopalan stemmed from the
manner in which he was dressed at the
time of his death.
Born in Katmandu, Nepal, Gopalan grew up
in Delhi, India, and attended the Indian
Institute of Technology at Kanpur, where he
earned a bachelor's degree in aerospace
engineering. He then moved the United
States, earning a master's degree and doctorate from the University of Maryland.
He then worked as a research assistant for
the Alfred Gessow Rotorcraft Center at the
University of Maryland's Department of
Aerospace Engineering, applying his technical skills to a number of contracts for
NASA investigating helicopter noise reduction. In 2010, he founded and became
president of the Fred Schmitz Group, an
aerospace engineering consulting firm.

Shelley Hilliard
Shelley was 19 years-old
Location: Detroit, Michigan
Cause of Death: murdered, her body was
decapitated and dismembered then burned.
Date of Death: October 23, 2011
Note: Her mother had to identify her torso
at the medical examiner’s office on November 10, 2011.
The Wayne County Medical Examiner's
office has confirmed the death of 19-yearold Shelley Hilliard, a transgender teen also
known as Treasure, after her mother identified her torso this morning.

The teen, who was born Henry Hilliard,
went missing in the early hours of Oct. 23
and was last seen on the 900 block of
Longfellow on Detroit's west side.
The Medical Examiner's office received
her torso later on Oct. 23, and Lyniece
Nelson, Hilliard's mother, identified her
this morning.
Nelson said she had no idea who might've
done this.
"She was loved by a lot people, a lot of
friends a lot of family," Nelson said. "She
just brought joy to everyone that she came
in contact with. She was always there for
her family."
A mother is in tremendous pain after
learning her 19-year-old child, who she
thought was missing, was in fact murdered in an horrific way.
The body of Shelley Hilliard, a transgender also known as Henry, was found
on Detroit's east side on Bewick, just a
torso that had been set on fire and covered with a mattress.
"I don't know anybody that would want to
do this to her, to do anything to her," said
Lyniece Nelson, the victim's mother.
The last anyone had heard from Hillard
was the night of October 23rd. Nelson
says her daughter had a date and a cab
driver dropped her off at a home in the
900 block of Longfellow.
Hilliard asked the cab driver to stay on the
phone until she knew it was safe.
"She didn't feel comfortable, to stay on
phone with her. He heard her saying a few
phrases and heard her saying 'no,' her
phone dropped and it was muffled, scuffling noises and then it went dead," Nelson explained.
However, that cab driver never called police, just a friend of Hilliard's who eventually told her mother about what happened.

Chassity Nathan Vickers
Chassity was 32 years-old
Location: Hollywood, California
Cause of Death: Gunshot wound to the
chest
Date of Death: November 17, 2011
The transgender woman who was killed in
Hollywood with a single gunshot to the
chest last night has been identified today
by the L.A. County Coroner as Nathan
Henry Vickers, 32. However, according to
LGBT blog Frontiers LA, the victim preferred to go by Cassidy Nathan Vickers.
The incident occurred around 9:55 p.m. at
Gower Street and Lexington Avenue in

See ’’TDOR 2’ on page 8...
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Approximately three-quarters of Americans both say Congress should pass employment nondiscrimination laws to protect transgender people, and favor Congress’s recent expansion of hate crimes legislation to protect transgender people.

Hollywood. According to City News Service, "paramedics pronounced the victim
dead at the scene."

•

Three-quarters (75%) of Americans agree that Congress should pass laws to protect transgender people from job discrimination. This support persists across the
political and religious spectrum.

•

Approximately three-quarters (74%) of Americans also favor Congress’ recent expansion of federal hate crime laws to include crimes committed on the basis of the
victim’s gender, sexual orientation or gender identity, compared to only 22% who
oppose.

•

A majority (55%) of Republicans agree that Congress should pass laws to protect
transgender people from job discrimination, as do overwhelming majorities of Independents (79%) and Democrats (86%).

Approximately two-thirds of Americans both report being well informed about
transgender people and issues, and generally understand what the term
“transgender” means.

•

Two-thirds of Americans agree that they feel well informed about transgender persons and issues, while 3-in-10 disagree.

In order to determine whether Americans understood the term “transgender,” PRRI conducted a follow-up survey in September 2011 that asked respondents to report what the
term “transgender” meant to them in their own words. Among the 91% of Americans
who report that they have heard of the term transgender, 76% give an essentially accurate definition. Thus, overall, more than two-thirds (69%) of Americans are able to identify what the term “transgender” means without any assistance.

The transgender woman shot and killed in
Hollywood on Thursday night has been
identified as a street prostitute who preferred the name Cassidy Nathan Vickers.
The victim was reportedly shot in the
chest around 9:55pm on Lexington Avenue and Gower Street.

Ashlynn Connor
Ashlynn was 10 years-old
Location: Ridge Farm, Illinois
Cause of Death: suicide- hanging
Date of Death: November 11, 2011
A 10-year-old Illinois girl has committed
suicide after enduring bullying that included being called a boy when she had
her hair cut short.
Ashlynn Conner, who lived in the small
town of Ridge Farm in eastern Illinois, was
found hanged in her closet Friday night,
and family members believe she took her
own life due to bullying and teasing that
had gone on for several years, the Associated Press reports.
“When she started cheering for youth football, we’d gotten her hair cut in a bob,”
said Lory Hackney, her grandmother. “The
kids started making fun of her then. They
started calling her a boy.” She was subsequently called “fat,” “ugly,” and “slut,” relatives said.
Vermilion County sheriff Pat Hartshorn
said investigators “are not ruling out bullying, but we don’t have any firm evidence
to support bullying,” the AP reports.
However, Ashlynn’s mother, Stacy Conner, said the girl came home from school
Thursday complaining about taunting by
fellow students and asked if she could be
home-schooled. Stacy told Ashlynn, a
fifth-grade honor roll student who hoped to
become a veterinarian, that she would
discuss the teasing with her school principal this week. But Friday, shortly after
having a phone conversation with a friend
about the problem, Ashlynn was discovered hanging in the closet. Hackney, a
retired nurse, tried unsuccessfully to resuscitate her granddaughter.

The results of this memo are based on two surveys that were designed and conducted
by Public Religion Research Institute. Results of the August survey were based on random digit dial telephone survey of 1,006 adults conducted between August 11, 2011
and August 14, 2011. Results of the September survey were based on random digit dial
telephone survey of 1,013 adults (301 were reached by cell phone) conducted between
September 14, 2011 and September 18, 2011. The margin of error for both surveys is
+/- 3.0 percentage points.
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