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February’s Dinner will be at El Sol
Mexican Restaurant on Saturday,
Feb 12 at 5:30p (We’ll sit down
promptly at 6:00 pm. Tucked away
from the hustle and bustle of downtown
and the newly expanding area of South
3rd Street, is authentic Mexican cuisine
at it's best--El Sol Mexican Restaurant.
Prices range from $10 to
$22. Average price for entrees is
about $15. Please RSVP if you plan to
attend at info@transcentralpa.org.

Harrisburg 2011
See ‘VDAY’ on page 5...

to mingle and socialize in a friendly
atmosphere as well as an opportunity
to dance to some great music. So for
great conversation, friendship and
more, please join us at Stock’s on
2nd. There is no cover charge!
February’s Meeting is Saturday, Feb
12 at 8:30 pm. Doors will open at approximately 8:00 pm for those needing
to change.

February Birthdays!
Please say
Happy Birthday to Jenny Je., Felicia
Ba., Scott Fi., Donna Ro., & Randy
Ei., HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Alexis Lake, therapist and licensed
social worker, will once again join us at
our February meeting and offering assistance and encouragement to those
wanting to share their personal struggles and issues. Starting in April, Amy
Keisling, who also is a therapist and
licensed social worker, will join us as
well. Alexis and Amy will alternately
attend each of our meetings.

2011 Membership Renewal has begun! We have reduced the annual fee
to $25 thanks in part to the Keystone
Conference and everyone’s part in
making it such a success. Dues are
used to pay for meeting space, program literature, our website and our
affiliation with and support of community groups and activities such as
Common Roads, the Community Center, Central Pennsylvania Pride, etc.
Please continue to support our organization and efforts by joining or renew-

After Hours is at Stock’s on 2nd
Stock's. Stock’s offers the opportunity
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ing your membership—we are making
a difference!
Online Membership Application is
now available!
You can either
download the form and mail it in or
you can fill it out online and pay via
PayPal with a credit card. Visit our
site and click on the Quick Link
“Membership Information”. Help us
support the Transgender community.
Queen of Winter Hearts Ball is Satu r d a y , F eb 1 2 a t C l ub X S
(www.clubxsyork.com) in York, PA.
No March Meeting! Come join us at
the 2011 Keystone Conference—A
Celebration of Gender Diversity!
Keystone Conference early registration closes February 15th! The presenters and workshop leaders and
See ‘Announcements’ on page 6...

Hurry Early Registration for Keystone Ends February 15th!!
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It’s snowing outside my window now, a
reminder that we are in the midst of the
cold embrace of winter. There is something elemental that I really appreciate, From the
down inside, about the quietness, puPresident
rity and power of a snowy winter. It’s a
time to turn within, to reflect on our
past and to gather our thoughts and to
Jeanine Ruhsam
make our plans for the future. It is a
quiet pause for respite before we are
once again out journeying forward on our quests. I feel that we transgender
people are given a much more complicated journey—indeed, we have two
worlds to travel in, wherein lies a mighty struggle for most of us—so I
really savor this reflective moment.
Many of us TransCentralPA staff have been busily working on all the programs
and happenings for our Keystone Conference 2011: a Celebration of Gender
Diversity happening this March 9-13. It’s an even bigger, expanded and more
educational and fun event than last years! We need volunteers to assist with a
myriad of tasks, so please contact us through the website to ask what you can
do to help. We’ll announce some of the tasks that are most needing volunteers
at our next meeting on Saturday February 12. In the meantime, spread the
word—and register yourself!
Our outreach efforts continue. We are constantly involved in helping transpeople and their supporters find help and services; we continuously communicate
and network with other trans, LGBT, women’s and anti-violence organizations
and we regularly participate in presentations and educational activities that
benefit transgender people. On February 25 we are participating in a panel
presentation at the GSA Summit at Dickinson College in Carlisle called Building
Trans-Inclusive Communities, which is a workshop to help students and teachers better understand, include and support transgender people on campus- and
off.
For the past few weeks several of our area’s Transwomen have been rehearsing their parts for the 2011 performance of the Vagina Monologues, which will
be presented on March 24 & 26 at Stage on Herr, 268 Herr St. , Harrisburg ,
PA. TransCentralPA is incredibly honored this year to be the beneficiary of the
V-Day production for our role in helping empower transwomen!
We’ll be having our monthly dinner at El Sol at six o’clock this coming Saturday, February 12th, and I look forward to seeing you there! Also, please note
that we’ll not be having our regular March meeting because the Keystone Conference begins on March 9-13th, so come join us there!

Calendar of Events
Bold text are TransCentralPA sponsored

Feb Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
4 Harrisburg, PA
Feb TGEA Meeting
5 Arlington, VA
Feb Laptop Lounge
5 King of Prussia, PA
Feb “The LGBT Medical Home”
8 Hershey, PA
Feb The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
10 York, PA
Feb Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
11 Harrisburg, PA
Feb Queen of Hearts Ball
12 Club XS, York, PA
Feb TCPA Dinner @ El Sol
12 TCPA Meeting
After Hours @ Stock’s
Feb Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
18 Harrisburg, PA
Feb Laptop Lounge
19 King of Prussia, PA
Feb The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
24 York, PA
Feb Colorado Goldrush
24 Denver, CO
Feb Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
25 Harrisburg, PA
Feb GSA Leadership Summit
25 Dickinson College, PA

Warmly,

Jeanine Ruhsam

Feb Tranquility Support Group Mtg;
26 Baltimore, MD
Mar TGEA Meeting
5 Arlington, VA
Mar Laptop Lounge
5 King of Prussia, PA
Mar 3rd Annual Keystone Conference
9 Harrisburg, PA

Come join us for worship and friendship!
Metropolitan Community Church of the Spirit
2973 Jefferson Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110
www.MCCoftheSpirit.org

Mar No TCPA Meeting
12 Come Join Us at Keystone

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org for
details & more event info!
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2011 Keystone Conference Pricing
Package

www.Keystone-Conference.org

By Feb 15 By Mar 8
(Early)
(Normal)

At-theDoor

Student
Rate

Keystone (Wed-Sat)

$155

$175

$195

Weekender (Fri & Sat)

$140

$160

$180

Saturday All-Day

$110

$120

$135

$75

Fri & Sat Conference & Lunch

$110

$120

$135

$60

Fri or Sat Conference & Lunch

$65

$75

$85

$35

Thu, Fri or Sat Conference Only

$40

$50

$60

$10

Sat Keystone Gala Only

$60

$70

$80

“PC Airways”...Really!
BANGKOK (AFP) – The president of the
first Thai airline to hire transsexuals as
flight attendants on Thursday said he was
a "pioneer" and predicted other carriers
would follow his lead.

(other) organisations following my idea."
More than 100 transsexual people applied
for the first round of jobs.

Fledgling airline PC Air has already recruited six crew of the "third sex" and boss
Peter Chan said recruitment, driven by a
belief in equal rights, would continue.

Among the successful applicants was
Thanyarat "Film" Jiraphatpakorn, winner
of the Miss Tiffany beauty pageant in
2007, according to a report in Thailand's
Nation newspaper.

"I think these people can have many careers, not just in the entertainment business, and many of them have a dream to
be an air hostess. I just made their dream
come true," he told AFP.

"At first I thought they would just take applications but not actually recruit us, as
happened at other places before," said the
23-year-old, adding that she was delighted
to have been chosen.

Thailand has one of the largest transsexual populations in the world and its surgeons have pioneered ever cheaper and
quicker sex change techniques for those
opting to go under the scalpel.

But the airline does not require applicants
to have gone through a surgical procedure,
merely that they meet job criteria, including
language skills and good service
"When it's their dream job or the job they
love, they can do it even better," Chan said.
"Our society has changed -- it's evolution.
I'm an pioneer, and I'm sure there will be

Alexis Lake, MSS, LSW
Alexis is a licensed social worker who has completed her transition and is interested in helping others confront their gender identity and to honor their choices.

New office in Lancaster County!
100 Highlands Drive, Suite 301C
Lititz, PA 17543

(717) 575-3757

The airline is not yet in operation, but
hopes to be fully up and running by April
with charter flights across Asia.
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Transgender Service Members
In his State of the Union address, President Obama celebrated the fact that the American military will no longer bar
openly gay and lesbian service members. He went on to
call on colleges and universities to open their campuses to
ROTC and military recruiters now that the discriminatory
Don't Ask, Don't Tell policy has been repealed.
However, students on campuses like Stanford and Harvard have already pointed out that the repeal of this policy,
while an improvement, still does not allow transgender
people to serve openly or to join the military. We support
the organizing efforts of students on those campuses and
others in continuing to advocate for the exclusion of the
military from their campuses as long as the military continues to discriminate.
While the repeal of Don't Ask, Don't Tell is a victory for
fairness, it does not fully address the discrimination that
LGBT people face. We must keep up our efforts until the
job is completely done and the US military is open all
Americans who seek an equal opportunity to serve our
country.
In the National Transgender Discrimination Survey, conducted by NCTE and The National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force, 20% of respondents reported having served in the
military, a rate of service twice the national average. The
full report from the survey will be released on February
4th.
For more information about the military's policies that impact transgender people, please read the joint statement
issued by NCTE and the Servicemembers Legal Defense
Network.

In June 2010, the Obama Administration announced a
new policy for updating gender markers on passports and
CRBAs. For the first time, the June policy enabled transgender people to a passport that reflects their current gender without providing details of specific medical or surgical
procedures. Instead, applicants could provide certification
from a physician that they had received "appropriate clinical treatment" for gender transition. This policy was the
result of years of advocacy, and represented a significant
advance in providing safe, humane and dignified treatment
of transgender people.
The policy announced in June was a huge step forward,
but it was not perfect. It contained rigid and unnecessary
restrictions on which physicians could write supporting
letters for applicants, and contained confusing provisions
regarding people with intersex conditions. With input from
NCTE and other organizations, the Department moved
swiftly to clarify and improve the policy. The passport policy as it now stands represents a model that other federal
agencies, such as the Social Security Administration and
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, should move
swiftly to adopt.
NCTE has prepared a revised resource that fully explains
the new guidelines and outlines the ways in which transgender people can make changes to their passports and
CRBAs. We are thankful for our colleagues at the Council
for Global Equality, the National Gay and Lesbian Task
Force and the National Center for Lesbian Rights for their
wonderful collaborative work on this vital issue.

Change in Passport Rules
The U.S. State Department has announced some small
but important additional changes to its policy for updating
gender on U.S. passports and Consular Reports of Birth
Abroad (CRBAs). The changes make clear that any physician who has treated or evaluated a passport applicant
may certify that he or she has had appropriate treatment
for gender transition. The revised policy also clarifies language and procedures to ensure that individuals with intersex condition can obtain documents with the correct gender.

March 13-15th
Washington DC

Visit NCTE’s website at wwwTransEquality.org
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The Vagina Monologues: A Memory, A
Monologue, A Rant and A Prayer and a
screening of the documentary film Until
the Violence Stops are part of the local
area V-Day campaign. V-Day is a global
movement to stop violence against
women and girls; it is a catalyst that promotes creative events to increase
awareness, raise money and revitalize
the spirit of existing anti-violence organizations. V-Day generates broader attention for the fight to stop violence against
women and girls including rape, battery,
incest, female genital mutilation (FGM)
and sexual slavery.

Last year, five women from TransCentralPA (Finnie, Janine, Jennifer, Danni and Alexis) joined with fifteen other women in the staging
of Eve Ensler’s The Vagina Monologues. This was the first time in
Central PA that openly transgender women participated in Ensler’s
Through V-Day campaigns, local volun- witty, soulful and moving play that was produced and sponsored by
teers and college students produce an- a coalition of women’s anti-violence organizations.
nual benefit performances of The Vagina Monologues, A Memory, A Monologue, A Rant and A Prayer, Any One
Of Us: Words From Prison, screenings
of V-Day's documentary Until The Violence Stops, and the PBS documentary
What I Want My Words To Do To You,
Spotlight Teach-Ins and V-Men workshops, to raise awareness and funds for
anti-violence groups within their own
communities. In 2010, over 5,400 V-Day
benefit events took place produced by
volunteer activists in the U.S. and
around the world, educating millions of
people about the reality of violence
against women and girls.
In Africa, the Middle East, and Asia, VDay commits ongoing support to build
movements and anti-violence networks.
Working with local organizations, V-Day
provided hard-won funding that helped
open the first shelters for women in
Egypt and Iraq; sponsored annual workshops and three national campaigns in

Afghanistan; convened the
"Confronting Violence" conference of
South Asian women leaders; and donated satellite-phones to Afghan
women to keep lines of communication open and action plans moving
forward. V-Day was instrumental in
the founding of Karama, a program
working in Egypt, Sudan, Morocco,
Tunisia, Algeria, Jordan, Syria and
Lebanon that works to build upon and
strengthen efforts to end violence
against women by bringing together
local women's organizations and
other civil society groups in collaboration, analysis and advocacy at national, regional and international levels.
The V-Day movement is growing at a
rapid pace throughout the world, in
130 countries from Europe to Asia,
Africa and the Caribbean and all of
North America. V-Day, a non-profit

corporation, distributes funds to
grassroots, national and international
organizations and programs that
work to stop violence against women
and girls. In 2001, V-Day was named
one of Worth Magazine's "100 Best
Charities," in 2006 one of Marie
Claire Magazine's Top Ten Charities,
and in 2010 was named as one of
the Top-Rated organizations on
GreatNonprofits. In eleven years, the
V-Day movement has raised over
$80 million and reached over 300
million people.
The 'V' in V-Day stands for Victory,
Valentine and Vagina.
TransCentralPA is proud to be part
of this reflective and inspiring presentation and humbled to be the
beneficiary of this year’s production
of The Vagina Monologues.

Performances:
Thursday, March 24 at 6:30 pm
Saturday, March 26 at 2:00 pm

Corner of Herr Street & Susquehanna Street
Harrisburg, PA 17102
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Announcements (continued)
topics are now posted on the website.
Also, don’t forget to reserve your room
early at the Sheraton HarrisburgHershey Hotel. Just like last year, we
completely filled up our initial block of
rooms and have now doubled the size
of the block of rooms. We are expecting a very full conference so don’t delay! Also, please help us spread the
word about the Keystone Conference
by telling friends and family, posting
the link to your website, blogging, etc.
Visit the website for details at
www.Keystone-Conference.org
The Butterfly Ball, the only LGBT
youth dinner & dance in Central Pennsylvania, will be held on Friday, Mar 11
at the Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey
Hotel during the Keystone Conference.
The event is open to LGBT youth ages
16 to 23. Attendees have the option of

having a sit-down dinner then dance
for just $20 or the dance-only for $10.
To be able to offer the event to the
youth at these prices, we are in need
of some sponsors. Sponsorships are
only $100. Please visit the Butterfly
Ball website for details.
New SO Group Several of our GG
spouses are forming a TransCentralPA online group for spouses
and significant others to discuss issues
and offer support for each other.
P l e a s e
e m a i l
u s
a t
info@transcentralpa.org if you would
like more information.
January Stats: we had 17 for dinner
at Bricco and 37 at our meeting.

TransCentralPA
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization

c/o MCC of the Spirit
2973 Jefferson Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110
(717) 236-7387

info@TransCentralPA.org
www.TransCentralPA.org

February 25th, 2011
at Dickinson College

