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December’s Dinner will be at Stock’s
on Second on Saturday, Dec 11 at
5:30p
(www.stocksonsecond.com).
We’ll sit down promptly at 6:00 pm.
The cuisine is American with an eclectic flair that includes Asian and Southeastern influences. Price $20-$30.
Please RSVP if you plan to attend at
info@transcentralpa.org.
December’s Meeting is Saturday, Dec
11 at 8:30 pm. Doors will open at approximately 8:00 pm for those needing
to change. Donna Rose, the new Executive Director of the Central Pennsylvania LGBT Community Center will be
addressing the group.
After Hours is at Stock’s on 2nd
Stock's
(www.stocksonsecond.com)
offers the opportunity to mingle and
socialize in a friendly atmosphere as
well as an opportunity to dance to
some great music. So for great conversation, friendship and more, please
join us at Stock’s on 2nd. There is no
cover charge!
December Birthdays!
Please say
Happy Birthday to Missy Anne La., Lori

The annual Transgender Day of Remembrance was held on November 20th on the steps of the Pennsylvania Capitol Building.
Over 80 people were in attendance.
Mo., Sara Pe., Braiden Wa., & Jayme
Ja. HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
2011 Membership Renewal begins
at our December meeting. We have
reduced the annual fee to $25 thanks
in part to the Keystone Conference
and everyone’s part in making it such
a success. Dues are used to pay for
meeting space, program literature, our
website and our affiliation with and
support of community groups and activities such as Common Roads, the
Community Center, Central Pennsylvania Pride, etc. Please continue to

support our organization and efforts
by joining or renewing your membership—we are making a difference!
New SO Group Several of our GG
spouses are forming a TransCentralPA online group for spouses and
significant others to discuss issues
and offer support for each other.
Please
email
us
at
info@transcentralpa.org if you would
like more information.
November Stats: we had 12 for dinSee ‘Announcements’ on page 3...
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What amazing work we of TransCentralPA have been involved in these past eleven
months, and what great and good results we’ve achieved! Our community’s effort, energy
and collaboration with our allies have accomplished results we’ve heretofore only hoped
for. This past year, we of TransCentralPA have:

•

Held support and informational meetings every month at our refuge at the MCC of the
Spirit in Harrisburg

From the
President

• Participated in primary roles in productions of the Vagina Monologues, staged by
several women’s empowerment groups including PCAR & NCADV at Penn State Harrisburg in February (Janine L., Danni F., Finnie W., Alexis W., and Jenny W.)
•

Jeanine Ruhsam

Presented the “Building Trans Inclusive Agendas” panel at the GSA Summit at Dickenson College (Jeanine R. & Ashley M.).

•

Founded and hosted the second annual Keystone Conference: A Celebration of Gender Diversity at the Sheraton Harrisburg Hershey hotel. It was another resounding success, doubling the attendance of its inaugural launch in 2008 and is being talked about
across the country as a must-attend event. The buzz has it that we are the most with it, active, forward thinking and fulfilling transgender event in the region, if not the entire country.

•

Attended a planning meeting with PACADV and NCADV to work with them to understand and provide for the unique needs of
transgender victims of domestic violence.

•

Marched (thirty members) behind our banner in the Central PA Pride Parade and won a medal and cash prize for being judged
the second place marching group!

•

Set up and staffed an information booth at the Central PA Pride Festival

•

Became involved and worked as chaperones and mentors to transgender youth through the LGBT Community Center/Common
Roads (Danni F.)

•

Officers of TransCentralPA completed the Leadership Training Series hosted by the LGBT Community Center

•

Presented a booth at a diversity day event at HACC (Danni F., and Braiden W.)

•

With the huge help and assistance of Equality PA, NCTE & The Task Force accomplished a breakthrough gender marker policy
change for transgender people: we can now have our state issued photo ID’s match the gender that we live in without the requirement
of expensive, painful, life-threatening and most often unnecessary genital surgery

•

Attended FAB (twenty two of us- the largest single group), the holiday gala dinner dance hosted by the LGBT Community Center,
with transwomen Donna Rose and Ashley McLaughlin stealing the show with their awards and speeches to the assemble audience.

•

Dr. Levine hosted a “transgender Issues” workshop at Penn State Hershey Hospital open to medical students, faculty, administration and the concerned public.

•

Organized and staged the second annual Transgender Day of Remembrance candlelight ceremony at the State Capitol on November 20th, attended by over 80 Trans people and their allies.

•

Staged a panel at Millersville University to discuss Trans issues on November 22 (Ashley M., Jeanine R., and Donna Rose).

•

Staged a Trans 101 panel at Shippensburg University.

•

Organized and attended dinners at local mainstream restaurants every month prior to our meetings

•

Organized and promoted After Hours, the new night club scene in Harrisburg following our meetings.

•

President Jeanine R. maintained her position serving on the board of directors of the LGBT Community Center; she also served
most of 2010 as a board member of the International Foundation for Gender Education.

•

Continued to work for transgender equality in Pennsylvania with Equality PA

I resolutely pursue my primary mission and goal as your leader to increase our visibility to the local and general public, and thus to
foster their greater understanding and acceptance of us transgender people. Together we continue to make huge advances doing so,
and I look forward to 2011 with eager anticipation, knowing that as we resolutely come forth with pride and positive attitudes we continue to make the Central Pennsylvania and world a better place to be a transgender person.
Thank you, dear transgender family and allies, for another great year!
Warmly,

Jeanine Ruhsam
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Trans-Headliners
Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your reading pleasure.
Opinions & views in these links cannot be assumed to be of TransCentralPA, nor the
Officers or Members of TransCentralPA. Our goal is to simply provide you with information & thought-provoking viewpoints. If you would like to submit a story, please email us

[News] [International] U.N. votes to remove protection of gays, lesbians, transgenders from execution
News] [USA] Colleges debate applicant questions that ask students to answer
about sexuality, gender
Blog/Commentary] [USA] Transgender Airline Passengers, Prepare To Be Strip
Searched … Twice
Blog/Commentary] [USA] Michelle Rayner's College Classmates Won't Let
Trans Students Pee In Peace
News] [Japan] Hyogo junior high school to accept gender identity disorder child
as female student
News] [CA, USA] Transgendered Woman Pleads Not Guilty in Walnut Creek
Man's Killing

Announcements (continued)
ner at Café Fresco and 31 for our
meeting.
Congratulations 2011 Officers!!
Elections were held at the November
meeting.
Jeanine Ru. has been
elected President, Kristy Sn. as Vice
President, Jessie Go. as Secretary
and Wendy Sw. as Treasurer.
2011 Keystone Conference registration opens on Dec 15! Dec 14 is
the last day to enter to win a freenight stay at the Sheraton during the
conference. Please visit the website
for details at
www.Keystone-Conference.org

News] [USA] A third of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender youth suffer mental
disorders
[News/Film] [USA] Hellboy - Perlman Plays 'Ugly' Transsexual In New Film
[News] [Malta] Court confirms right to marry after gender reassignment
[News] [Netherlands] Dutch Transsexual wins right to new degree certificate
[News/Health/Medicine] [UK] Finger length predicts prostate cancer risk: study
[News] [FL, USA] Students advocate for transgender policy changes
[News/People] [MA, USA] Lorelei's struggle as a transgender woman
[Blog/Commentary] [USA] Trans Model Lea T. Makes Oprah's Cut Off List
[Blog/Commentary] [USA] Transpeople Are An Oppressed Minority Group
[News] [Canada] Trans Day of Remembrance youth activists not charged

February 25th, 2011
at Dickinson College

[News] [Turkey] Turkish transsexual trying to make her way in male dorm
[News] [CA, USA] Goodwill thrives at San Francisco thrift store
[News/Health/Science] [FL, USA] Ingredient in hand wash may cause defects
[News/Commentary] [HI, USA] Are Mahu Youth Safe in Hawaii’s Schools?
[Commentary] [Canada] Why Canada should protect gender identity
[News] [Pennsylvania] Two murder cases spotlight trans community
[News] [Canada/UK] Failed experiment: boy raised as girl dies in tragic suicide
[News] [Japan] Rights still lacking over gender identity disorder
[Blog/Commentary] [USA] Sylvia Rivera ~ She was more than Stonewall
[News] [Canada] Prison system grapples with transgendered inmates
[News] [USA] Transgender Bender: Surgery to Woman, Then Man Again

See ‘Trans-Headliners, part II’ on page 4...

TransCentralPA
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c/o MCC of the Spirit
2973 Jefferson Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110
(717) 236-7387

info@TransCentralPA.org
www.TransCentralPA.org
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Trans-Headliners, part II
[News/People] [USA] Transgender Transformation: Justin to Nikki
[News] [USA] Transgender Pastor Reveals His Secret
[Commentary] Transgender Woman on Feeling Different
[People] [UK] A VERY peculiar engagement
[Blog/Commentary] [USA] Personal Identity
[News] [TX, USA] Trans Woman Arrested for Restroom Use
[Blog/News] [USA] Communication at the airport
[Blog/Commentary] [USA] The Beauty of Trans People
[News/People] [India] He becomes she to get a job
[News/People] [USA] Son finds real mom is bearded lady
[News] [China] Hermaphrodite's sad tale
[Blog/Commentary] [USA] Trapped By Your Beliefs
[News] [PA, USA] Murder suspect pleads not guilty
[News/Sports] [USA] LPGA votes out 'female at birth' rule
[News/Science] [USA] Same face may look male or female
[News/Books] [USA] "Toilets": The hidden meaning of toilets
[News/People/Sports] [Canada] New life after sex change

Join us at Stock’s on Second for After Hours. Stock's offers
the opportunity to mingle and socialize in a friendly atmosphere as well as an opportunity to dance to some great music. So for great conversation, friendship and more, please
join us at Stock’s on Second. There is no cover charge!
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Calendar of Events
Bold text are TransCentralPA sponsored

Dec TGEA Holiday Party
4 Arlington, VA

(Washington, DC: November 30, 2010) The Pentagon today released results of
a nine-month-long study that concluded that the discriminatory "Don't Ask, Don't
Tell" (DADT) policy could be repealed with little impact on the military's preparedness. The authors noted that many of the objections to service by openly gay
men and lesbians were based on stereotypes, not facts, and that the majority of
members of the armed forces had already knowingly served with lesbians and
gay men without adverse effect.

Dec The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
9 York, PA
Dec Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
10 Harrisburg, PA
Dec TCPA Dinner @ Stock’s on 2nd
11 TCPA Meeting
After Hours @ Stock’s

Within the report's Frequently Asked Questions section, the Department of Defense reiterated that a change in DADT would not permit transgender servicemembers to serve openly. Transgender people are currently considered medically disqualified for service and can face other roadblocks if they come out
while serving. These policies have to change to allow transgender people to
serve openly. Several allies of the United States have already repealed similar
policies in their own armed forces.

Dec Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
17 Harrisburg, PA

NCTE applauds the Department of Defense for recognizing the unfounded basis for discrimination against lesbian and gay servicemembers. We call on the
military to also take action to repeal the policies which bar transgender servicemembers from enlisting or serving openly. Like the policies that currently limit
service based on sexual orientation, the bans on service by transgender people
are also based on stereotypes and a lack of accurate information. It is also important that the report recognizes that the creation of separate bathroom and
sleeping facilities only exacerbates the problems of discrimination, by stigmatizing certain troops.

Dec The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
23 York, PA

It is also important that transgender servicemembers recognize that, they will
no longer run the risk of being falsely caught up in an investigation about their
sexual orientation if DADT is repealed, but they still remain at significant risk for
discharge if they reveal their gender identity. NCTE encourages all transgender
servicemembers who have concerns or are considering coming out to contact
the Servicemembers Legal Defense Network SLDN hotline to speak with a staff
attorney: 202-328-3244 x100. Early this year, NCTE and SLDN released information for transgender servicemembers, which we urge you to consult.
The Senate is due to consider DADT repeal in hearings on Thursday and Friday this week. Advocates for DADT repeal are urging people to call their Senators to end this discriminatory policy. Read the action alert from SLDN here:
http://www.sldn.org/content/pages/2313/ or contact your Senator by calling the
Capitol switchboard at (202) 224-3121.

Dec Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
17 Harrisburg, PA
Dec Emily’s Lady Night Out (ELNO)
18 @ Logan Inn

Jan The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
6 York, PA
Jan Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
7 Harrisburg, PA
Jan TCPA Dinner
8 TCPA Meeting
After Hours @ Stock’s
Jan TGEA Meeting
8 Arlington, VA
Jan Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
14 Harrisburg, PA
Jan The Curve—LGBTQA Youth
20 York, PA
Jan Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
21 Harrisburg, PA
Jan Transquility Support Group
22 Baltimore, MD
Jan Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth
28 Harrisburg, PA

Enter to win a free night stay
at the Sheraton HarrisburgHershey Hotel during the 2010
Keystone Conference by preregistering by December 14th.
For more information and to register visit:

www.Keystone-Conference.org

Feb TCPA Dinner
12 TCPA Meeting
After Hours @ Stock’s
Mar No TCPA Meeting
12 Come Join Us at Keystone
Mar 3rd Annual Keystone Conference
9 Harrisburg, PA

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org for
details & more event info!

