
Page 1 

 

October 
Announcements 

October Dinner will be Saturday, 
October 9 at Dockside Willies.  We 
meet at 5 pm and seat promptly at 
5:30 pm.  RSVPing is required, we 
must give the restaurant an accurate 
headcount.  Please RSVP at in-
fo@transcentralpa.org.   

The Harrisburg Meeting will be in-
person on Saturday, October 9th at 
8:00 pm at  MCC of the Spirit, which 
is our normal meeting location. 
Please email us with questions at 
info@transcentralpa.org.  No signup 
required. 

Family In-person/Virtual Support 
Group Meeting on Monday, October 
18th.  The meeting starts at 7:00 pm. 
This group brings together parents 
and other adult family members seek-
ing to better understand and support 
their children of all ages dealing with 
issues of gender identity. The group 
operates under a policy of confidenti-
ality in order to create a safe atmos-
phere for open discussion. Please 
come and join us for informal sharing 
and mutual support! The group meets 
online via Zoom on the third Monday 
of the month. For more information, 
please email us 
at family@TransCentralPA.org.  
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ing on  Saturday, October 23rd. Join 
the Rainbow Rose Center and 
TransCentralPA as we hold the York 
Transgender Support Group Online.  
from 8:30-10:00 pm.  Click here to 
join the signup. 

Lancaster Pride Festival  

Lancaster Pride Festival will be held 
October 24 at Clipper Magazine Sta-
dium from 11 am to 7 pm.  TransCen-
tralPA will be hosting a booth at the 
fair and welcome any volunteers who 
would like to staff our booth.  For 
more information about the Pride 
Festival itself, please visit the Lan-
caster Pride Festival website.  To 
volunteer at our booth, please contact 
us at info@TransCentralPA.org. 

2022 Keystone Conference 

The dates of the 2022 Keystone Con-
ference are March 23-27 at the Sher-
aton Harrisburg-Hershey Hotel.  
Please don’t delay in making your 
room reservations.  To make your 
reservation, please visit the Keystone 

Conference website for the link.  We 
are expected to sell out very soon.  If  
you have any questions or comments, 
please contact us at info@Keystone-
Conference.org. 

TCPA Annual Membership Dues 

Dues are $20.  Dues are used to pay 
for meeting space, program literature, 
our website and our affiliation with 
and support of community groups and 
activities such as Common Roads, 
the Community Center, Central Penn-
sylvania Pride, etc. Please continue to 
support our organization and efforts 
by joining or renewing your member-
ship—we are making a difference! 

Send Us Your Input!   

Got a Question or Announce-
ments? Maybe you’ve seen a great 
article or have an event to share?  
Photo’s are always appreciated and if 
you would like them published in the 
next TCPA Newsletter. E-mail us at 
info@transcentralPA.org. 

https://transcentralpa.org/M2.cfm?page=event.cfm&eventid=94
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From the President 

Suicide Resources   
People dealing with gender identity issues are not immune from other sources 
of depression and mental illness. There is help available to you with bearing 
the unbearable. IN A CRISIS, CALL the local and national resources first. It is 
best to make contact via phone or in person; emailing often does not provide 
the immediate response needed in an emergency. These are the profession-
als and organizations trained to help you during a crisis. You are not alone. 

 

National Hopeline  
Network 

24/7 Support 

800-784-2433 

National Suicide  
Prevention Lifeline 

24/7 Support 

800-273-TALK 

800-273-8255 

The Trevor Project  

1-800-SUICIDE  

1-866-488-7386  

Katie Ward 

Celebrating the Life of Our  
Friend Katie Ward 

Katie Ward of York, Pennsylvania 
passed away June 14, 2021 in a care 
facility after finding out less than a 
month prior she had stage 4 brain 
cancer which had metastasized to her 
kidneys. The prognosis was short, but 
she underwent a few treatments of 
radiation so she could have a little 
more time with her daughter and 
granddaughters. Although tired a lot 
in her last days, she said she had no 
pain. She was 68.  

She was born in Baltimore, Maryland. 
Like so many of us, she struggled 
with her gender identity at a very 
young age.  Nevertheless, Katie dedi-
cated much of her life in service to 
others. She served our country hon-
orably, first in the Navy, and then in 
the Air National Guard which she re-
tired from after 20+ years of military 
service. 

She was an officer of TransCentralPA 
for over five years and a volunteer/
member for twice that amount of time. 
She would consistently host dinners 
around Harrisburg before our support 
group meetings to give people a 
chance to forge friendships both with-
in and outside the group and build 
confidence in themselves. She en-
joyed helping people and giving back. 

She actively participated in many 
community organizations such as the 
Keystone Business Alliance whom 
she helped plan their annual awards 
banquet for a couple of years. 

Her favorite event though was the 
one she helped grow into one of the 
largest events in the country--The 
Keystone Conference, A Celebration 

of Gender Diversity. Katie took on 
many roles at Keystone; she was the 
volunteer coordinator, the off-site 
event coordinator, the security coor-
dinator, the Registrar and many oth-
ers for several years. At the Saturday 
Night Gala of the last Keystone, Katie 
received a much-deserved standing 
ovation for her contributions to Key-
stone and the Central Pennsylvania 
community. 

With her passing, Katie leaves be-
hind a legacy of generosity, kindness 
and compassion. Her friendship, 
sharp wit, and sly smile will be greatly 
missed.  She is survived by the three 
women who were her pride and joy:  
her daughter Amanda (husband Mi-
chael) and her two grand-daughters, 
Grace and Rose.  We will miss you 
Katie--thank you for being our friend. 

In September we held a wonderful 
ceremony for our departed friend 
Katie Ward.  I want to thank all that 
attended the dinner and for all those 
who couldn’t but sent their sympathy 
and fond memories.  She was truly an 
amazing person and will certainly be 
missed.   

In case you missed the announce-
ment, it’s official! We announced the 
dates of March 23-27 for the 2022 
Keystone Conference.  We opened 
the room block starting at 9:30 am on 
Friday, October 1st and in less than 
36 hours, over 90% of the rooms were 
booked.  If you are interested in at-
tending the Keystone Conference and 
staying at the Sheraton, I would not 
delay in getting your room.  The link to 
the Sheraton’s website can be found 
on the keystone website at Keystone-
Conference.org.  

Many have asked what Keystone will 
look like with COVID restrictions and 
mandates.  With months to go until 
the conference, it is just too early to 
make those decisions.  We will cer-
tainly expect all attendees to adhere 
to whatever Federal, State and Local 
mandates are in place.  

On Sunday, October 24, TransCen-
tralPA will be participating in the Lan-
caster Pride Festival at Clipper Mag-
azing Stadium in Lancaster, PA.  
We’re looking for volunteers to help 
with our booth. So please volunteer! 

- Kristy 

http://hopeline.com/
http://www.thetrevorproject.org/
http://www.keystone-conference.org
http://www.keystone-conference.org
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Attendee Registration  
Now Open 

The Lake Erie Gala is shaping up 
to be the outstanding event the 
year! The Gala is increasing the 
number of activities, adding some 
helpful workshops and adding new 
outing opportunities for everyone to 
take advantage of.  

Please review each day's list of 
events under the Schedule tab in 
the website’s menu. Attendee regis-
tration will open September 1st and 
more information about package 
options and pricing can be found 
under the Registration tab. 

The Gala team is very excited to 
announce our new hotels, two con-
nected hotels, with incredible views 
of the Presque Isle Bay: The Court-
yard by Marriott - Erie Bayfront and 
the adjoining Sheraton - Erie Bay-
front Hotels. Unfortunately, this 
pandemic forced our familiar Bel-
Aire Clarion into receivership and 
so we had to find a new home for 
our beloved Gala. 

These new hotels are excited to 
host our long-running event and the 
staff is extremely friendly and wel-
coming. We're certain you will feel 
just as comfortable at our new loca-
tion as you did at our old one. Early 
hotel reservations are highly en-
couraged as we have negotiated 
some excellent room rates for our 
group and expect the hotel blocks 
to be sold out soon. Remember 
there will be a cut-off date this year 
for the hotel so don't delay. Make 
your room reservations now! 

We can’t wait to see everyone this 
November. 

first trans athlete to win Olympic Gold

JoJo Siwa Will Compete on ‘Dancing with the Stars’  

with a Same-Sex Partner 
Alexander Kacala, NBC News 

JoJo Siwa is about to make history 
on the upcoming season of “Dancing 
with the Stars” as the first contestant 
in 30 seasons to dance with a person 
of the same sex. 

“I am so excited to be a part of this 
year’s ‘Dancing with the Stars’ sea-
son 30 and I am gonna be dancing 
with a girl,” she said. “I think it’s so 
cool. My puppy Buddy, are you so 
excited, boy? Yes, he is. He’s so 
pumped up. It’s gonna be the best 
ever. I can’t wait to just dance every 
single week. I can’t wait to meet my 
partner. Oh my gosh, there’s so 
many things I am so excited for.” 

While a same-sex couple will be a 
first for the American iteration of the 
show, other international versions 
have already done this in the past. In 
2010, Israel was the first country to 
feature a same-sex couple, followed 
by numerous other countries 
like Italy and Australia. In 2019, a 
male duo not only competed in Den-
mark, but also won. 

Back in the U.S., model Nyle Di-
Marco, who identifies as sexually flu-
id, and actor Jodie Sweetin briefly 
danced with pros of the same sex in 
2016 — making it the first same-sex 
dance routine to ever be featured on 
the American version of the show. 

With her resume, Siwa promises to 
be stiff competition for the other ce-
lebs on her milestone season, which 
will be completely announced on 
Sept. 8. She first rose to prominence 
on season two of “Abby’s Ultimate 

Dance Competition,” before appear-
ing on two seasons of “Dance Moms” 
with her mom, Jessalynn Siwa. 

Earlier this year, Siwa came out as 
part of the LGBTQ community while 
also announcing she was in a rela-
tionship with a girl, Kylie Prew. In a 
recent interview with TODAY promot-
ing her new Paramount+ film “The J 
Team,” Siwa said she was still figur-
ing out how exactly she identifies, but 
that she feels comfortable with the 
labels “gay,” “queer” and “pansexual.” 

In a statement, LGBTQ advocacy 
organization GLAAD celebrated Siwa 
and her casting on the dance show. 

“At 18, JoJo Siwa is once again using 
her platform to inspire and uplift the 
LGBTQ community. As one of today’s 
most watched and celebrated pro-
grams on television, 'Dancing with the 
Stars' and Tyra Banks are making the 
right decision to feature JoJo Siwa 
competing alongside a female profes-
sional dancer,” Anthony Allen Ramos, 
GLAAD’s Head of Talent said. “The 
show has such a wide, far-reaching 
audience and there is a real oppor-
tunity here for people to celebrate the 
same-sex pairing and root for JoJo 
and all LGBTQ young people.” 

Also part of the upcoming season will 
be gymnast Suni Lee, fresh off her 
gold medal-winning performance at 
the Tokyo Olympics. “See you on the 
dance floor,” the 18-year-old athlete 
said in a video also shared to the 
“DWTS” Instagram account. 

Hosted by Tyra Banks, the season 
premiere of “Dancing with the Stars” 
is Monday, Sept. 20 at 8:00 p.m. 
EST. That is when the celebs will find 
out who they’re paired with, according 
to a news release.  

https://www.lakeeriegala.com/about-hotel.cfm
https://www.lakeeriegala.com/about-hotel.cfm
https://www.lakeeriegala.com/about-hotel.cfm
https://www.nbcnews.com/nbc-out/out-pop-culture/jojo-siwa-will-compete-dancing-stars-sex-partner-rcna1798
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I'm a Trans Handy Ma'am—I Share DIY Tips On TikTok 
Mercury Stardust, Newsweek 

I grew up on a farm in northern Wis-
consin and my dad was a truck driver 
and farm hand, so he taught me a lot 
about how to troubleshoot. I worked 
with him for many years and then I 
went to college to study theater and 
became a cabaret performer. I 
worked in a lot of gay bars across 
America in the late 2000s, so on the 
weekends I was travelling around the 
country, but during the week I was 
back home in Wisconsin and needed 
income. 

Someone reached out to me and 
asked if I was interested in a job as a 
maintenance intern. I took the job, 
but the first couple of years were re-
ally tough because I was constantly 
treated like I didn't know anything. If 
you were a new intern you'd get har-
assed before you moved up to the 
next level, that's just the way it 
worked. I have always inhabited a 
very queer, feminine space in my 
mind, even if I wasn't presenting in 
that way, so my ideas were often out-
side of the box and I constantly got 
bullied. 

I chose my name, Mercury Stardust, 
in 2014 before I came out as trans. At 
the time, I hated everything about 
myself, and then burlesque became a 
big part of my life and became a sav-
ior for me. Burlesque has become 
very queer, trans and empowering, 
and in a lot of ways, maintenance is 
the polar opposite.  

The rules are set in stone and it's 
predominantly cisgender heterosexu-
al men that dominate that world. 

My spouse and I had started toying 
with the idea that our genders did not 
align with what we were being per-
ceived as when we were in our late 
20s and once I started transitioning 
around age 30, I quickly realized that 
I was a woman in a male dominated 
field and I had always felt this way. I 
was never out as a trans woman in 
that maintenance job, the unfortunate 
truth is that I worked with men who 
did not have positive views about 
trans people. However, once I under-
stood who I was, the confidence 
came, and that's when I started ex-
celling in maintenance. I had the con-
fidence to say, "this is what I want to 
do and how I'm going to go about it." 

But I can count on one hand how 

Mercury Stardust 

See Handy Ma’am  page 5... 

many trans people I have met in this 
industry over the course of the past 
14 years. And when I do meet them, 
it is older, white trans women. I have 
never met a younger trans woman or 
a trans woman of color working in 
maintenance. 

Unfortunately, I lost that job in July 
2020 because of COVID, but I went 
directly into a role as a maintenance 
technician. I call myself a "Jane of all 
trades." I had also stopped perform-
ing burlesque because of the pan-
demic, but I started my show back up 
online in March 2021, because I 
needed an outlet to embrace my 
queer community. I was doing the 
online show for a few weeks, and 
then one of my friends who is an 
"accountant" on TikTok—which is 
slang for sex worker—started telling 
me I should create a page there. 

April 4. I was responding to a woman 
who didn't know how to use a ratchet 
strap and in the video I said "Hi, my 
name is Mercury and I'm the intersec-
tional feminist trans maintenance la-
dy." It was a bit of a mouthful! 

Mercury Stardust has worked in 
maintenance for 14 years and recent-
ly gained almost a million TikTok fol-
lowers when she started sharing DIY 
tips on the social media platform. 

Then I just explained how to use a 
ratchet strap in a simple way. People 
who were stitching her video were 
laughing at her and giving her a hard 
time for not knowing how to use one. 
What bothered me was that I could 
see my 21-year-old self in this wom-
an, going to the bathroom to cry be-

cause the guys at work were being 
a******** to me. 

Three days after posting my re-
sponse I had 20,000 followers. What 
made me continue posting DIY tips 
was seeing that 92 percent of the 
people who were following at the time 
were women. I started producing two 
or three "how to" videos a week next 
to a bunch of goofy posts, and my 
following started growing. I was at 
430,000 followers on July 1 and then 
I shared my video explaining a simple 
way to find a wall stud. I doubled my 
followers in less than two weeks after 
that and I'm now staring at 1million 
followers. 

I try to make sure my tips are aimed 
at renters, because renters come first 
for me. I'm a renter and very few peo-
ple who rent understand that we are 
allowed to do things in our home if 
we get permission. A lot of us also 
have landlords who will take two or 
three weeks to do anything. There 
are also trans people, queer people 
or single moms who are afraid of 
strange men coming into our homes. 
These are real concerns for real peo-
ple. The homeowners mean a lot to 
me and I love that they support me, 
but the people that I really want to 
help are the 30 percent of Americans 
who are renting. I've given tips on 
everything from ceiling collapses to 
hanging a tv, broken bulbs and show-
er handles, unclogging a drain and 
leaking faucets. 

I believe that if you put out nothing 
but positivity you get 90 percent posi-
tivity back, and I pick and choose the 
negative comments I will reply to. If I 
feel I can teach people or establish a 
boundary I might respond. But if 
someone is saying that I'll never be a 
woman, I'm not going to waste my 
time. I know my reality, I know who I 
am and I know my skills. I am a trans 
person who has broken teeth, who 
has a big nose and an Adam's apple 
and who goes on the internet every 
single day and talks to people about 
things they can fix in their homes. I 
have 980,000 followers because 
these people trust my opinion. 

I've taught 120 burlesque students 
over the past seven years, and that 

https://www.newsweek.com/im-trans-handy-maam-diy-tips-tiktok-1609161
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Canadian soccer star Quinn became 
the first openly transgender athlete to 
ever win an Olympic medal following 
their team’s stunning defeat of Swe-
den in the women’s final on Friday.  

Canada’s 3-2 win over Sweden in 
penalty kicks marks the first time the 
Canadian women’s soccer team has 
ever won Olympic gold and the first 
women’s Olympic soccer final to be 
decided on penalty kicks, according 
to FIFA. 

Quinn was one of at least three 
transgender and/or nonbinary ath-
letes to compete in the Tokyo Games 
— along with New Zealand weightlift-
er Laurel Hubbard and the American 
skateboarder Alana Smith — but 
Quinn will be the only one to leave 
with a medal. 

Canada entered the championship 
match after defeating the top-ranked 
United States 1-0 on Monday, thanks 
to a penalty kick in the 75th minute of 
the game. The U.S. women’s national 
team went on to nab bronze in a 4-3 
win over Australia. 

“I’m so proud of my team. They’re my 
best friends. I’m so glad we’re bring-
ing back a better medal than bronze,” 
Quinn, who goes by one name and 
uses gender-neutral pronouns, said 
after their team’s win over the U.S. in 
the semifinals, according to Canadian 

news outlet CBC. 

The Toronto native made their Olym-
pic debut at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro 
Games, where they helped the team 
win a bronze medal. They previously 
played for Duke University, then pro-
fessionally for the Washington Spirit, 
Paris FC and the Seattle Reign FC, 
according to the Canadian Olympic 
Committee website. 

Quinn came out as transgender and 
nonbinary in an Instagram post earlier 
this year and encouraged followers to 
be better allies to trans people by put-
ting their pronouns in their Instagram 
bio, following trans people such as the 
author Janet Mock and practicing us-
ing gender-neutral pronouns with 
friends or in the mirror. 

“Coming out is HARD ( and kinda bs),” 
they wrote in September. “I know for 
me it’s something I’ll be doing over 
again for the rest of my life. As I’ve 
lived as an openly trans person with 
the people I love most for many years, 
I did always wonder when I’d come out 
publicly.” 

There are at least 182 out LGBTQ ath-
letes at the Olympics this year, accord-
ing to the latest count by the LGBTQ 
sports website Outsports. As of Friday, 
at least 30 — including Quinn — have 
won medals. 

influences how I teach maintenance. 
The parallels are simple. All bodies 
are  burlesque bodies. Anyone can 
do it and the more representation we 
have in burlesque, the better, more 
vibrant and beautiful the art form will 
become. Everybody, regardless of 
limitations —although I understand 
disability can be a factor—size, gen-
der identity and color can do some 
form of maintenance. We can all 
learn and grow, and the more rich 
diversity we have in that industry, the 
better the solutions to these problems 
will become. 

My hope and my dream is that I will 
be allowed to do a maintenance 
show where I am interacting with 
drag queens, trans people and single 
moms and solving problems and 
teaching them how to do mainte-
nance. My goal is to give them skills, 
because skills are much more valua-
ble in our world than any type of ma-
terial possession. 

This can be hard sometimes, you 
read all the comments and not every 
day is as positive as the day before, 
or I'll have tenants refuse to let me 
come into their home because I'm 
trans—that does happen. They say 
they don't want "it" in their home. 

Then I'll come home to my spouse; 
their name is Ari and they are non-
binary. They look at me like I'm a he-
ro, in their eyes, every single day. 
They constantly encourage me and 
they are very grounded. I also have a 
pod of six friends who I call my cho-
sen family, we are very close. They 
are the people who keep me smiling, 
because the world is not nearly as 
friendly as I think I want it to be. 

My mom died 12 years ago, she was 
56 and she died of stomach cancer, 
but before that she said to me, "I 
don't know who you're going to be 
after I pass, but I know it's going to 
matter to a lot of people." 

I wish she was here to see me as a 
woman, I wish she was here to wrap 
her arms around me, but what keeps 
me smiling are those words. Now, 
after 12 years, I think I have finally 
understood what she meant. 

Transgender Soccer Star Quinn Makes  
History with Olympic Gold 

By Brooke Sopelsa and Jo Yurcaba , NBC News 

https://www.nbcnews.com/nbc-out/nbc-out-proud/transgender-soccer-star-quinn-makes-history-olympic-gold-rcna1623
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I never used to talk about being 
transgender on stage. Even though I 
started comedy as a trans woman, I 
didn’t want to be pigeon-holed as a 
‘trans comedian.’ I wanted to be 
known as a comedian who just hap-
pened to be trans. At least that’s what 
I told myself for years. What glorious 
privilege not to have one singular ad-
jective define you.  

The truth, I realized, is that I was ab-
solutely terrified of telling the world 
that I was trans for fear sharing that 
part of myself would open me up to 
violence, hatred, bigotry or worse: 
people not taking me seriously. Usu-
ally a comic’s dream. But why would 
they? Anytime a trans person was 
portrayed on television, it was as a 
serial killer, a sex worker, a punchline 
or a combination of the three. It got to 
the point where I would’ve killed to 
see a boring trans accountant. Still 
would actually really like to see that. 
Accountant representation!   

Have you ever heard of Klinger from 
M*A*S*H? He was a guy who wore 
dresses because he wanted people to 
think he was insane and discharge 
him from the army? The last thing I 
wanted was to be lumped into that 
stereotype by the straight world (and I 
would be), which is kind of ironic be-
cause Klinger was a cis, hetero guy- 
they’d be lumping me in with that 
dude. I’ll pass.   

It was sometime later, after a friend 
asked me why I was still not talking 
about being trans onstage that I real-
ized I was letting my fear dictate how 
I was living. I transitioned to be my-
self, but I wasn't bringing all of myself 
to my work. 

So, I made the decision to finally 
begin telling my story on stage. It felt 
like a giant weight was lifted off my 
shoulders and my comedy improved 
dramatically. I was getting bigger 
laughs than before and some of the 
biggest would be at my trans material. 
And as a bonus, I even enjoyed being 
onstage more. The outpouring of sup-
port from people in the LGBTQ com-
munity, the local comedy community, 
and my friends didn’t hurt. I’d be lying 
if I said everyone was supportive or 
that doors of opportunity didn’t slam 
shut in my face because of my open-

Trans Comedian Asks You To Laugh With Her 
GLAAD  

Jaye McBride 

See Comedian on page 7... 

ness but, fortunately, several others 
popped open. 

One door that needs to swing wider, 
though, is increasing transgender 
representation in comedy. In their 
2020 report, the Yes, And… Laughter 
Lab, a comedy and social impact pro-
gram, shared that “comedy is unique-
ly persuasive, memorable, enlighten-
ing, and attention- getting when it 
comes to serious issues – and it 
works in tandem with serious forms 
of messaging and journalism to en-
gage publics around social challeng-
es.”  

Transgender comics need to have 
the opportunity to make people laugh 
with us, not at us. For too long, 
transgender issues and identities 
have only been seen in deeply dra-
matic contexts or offensive jokes as 
the punchline in comedies and in 
stand up. Too often, cisgender come-
dians and creators have dehuman-
ized us and our experiences in a way 
that pushes us further into the mar-
gins--portraying us as monsters in 
people’s minds. This isn’t horror, peo-
ple--trans-genre isn’t what we’re talk-
ing about.  

In GLAAD’s annual Where We Are 
on TV Report which tracks the quan-
tity and quality of representation in 
streaming, broadcast, and cable tele-
vision, it’s noted that the majority of 
trans characters currently appear in 
dramas--of 26 series featuring trans 
characters, 22 of them are dramas. 
That’s trans comedy erasure if you 
ask me. But in all seriousness, if we 
are only set in dramas, and only exist 
as punchlines in comedy, there’s a 

big gap where the next Will & 
Grace, Glee, or Modern Family could 
be. Except hopefully better and defi-
nitely more diverse. 

Jokes making fun of trans people are 
still seen as acceptable now in the 
same way that homophic jokes used 
to be just a few years ago. The differ-
ence is that gay, lesbian, and bisexu-
al acceptance has grown and LGB 
comedies and comedians have been 
making way for decades now. 
There’s Wanda Sykes, Tig Notaro, 
Billy Eichner, Margaret Cho, and hun-
dreds of young rising LGB stars in 
comedy and stand-up following in 
their mic steps.  

It’s a problem most people can’t 
name a single A-list trans comedian. 
But in just a few years I’ve seen tal-
ented transgender comedians finally 
getting cast in movies, getting writing 
jobs, and crushing mics all over the 
country. Josie Totah and Patti Harri-
son coming in hot. There is a new 
generation of trans comics out there, 
being themselves proudly, and being 
damn funny. In addition to bringing 
subversive comedy, trans comics are 
skilled to joke about trans issues in a 
way that isn’t harmful or derogatory. 
Because it’s coming from inside the 
house. And that is the sort of come-
dic entertainment and education au-
diences need. 

To quote Margaret J Wheatley, “You 
can’t hate someone whose story you 
know.”  To quote myself, “You can’t 
laugh at someone if you’re laughing 
with them.” 

In my own comedy career, what I 
didn’t expect was how many trans 
people would come up to me either 
after a show or online and talk about 
how they were trans and were terri-
fied of coming out but I gave them a 
glimmer of hope that it was possible. 
I started referring to myself as the 
‘gateway tr***y.- See my show and 
you’ll be shaving your legs in a week! 
J.K., not Rowling. 

I don’t think many trans people felt 
that way after seeing not naming any 
names but you know who you are 
cosplaying as trans in all the fave sad 
Hollywood films. It's because I’m a 
trans woman, portraying myself, writ-

https://www.glaad.org/blog/guest-post-im-trans-comedian-and-im-asking-you-laugh-me-tdov-heres-why
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DC Pride Comic to Introduce Trans Superhero 
Korina Estrada, Transgender Feed 

In celebration of pride, DC Comics will be releasing a new anthology 
this summer. This new comic series aims to spotlight LGBT+ artists and 
writers while featuring queer characters from the DC Comics universe. 

The new anthology has been released with 80-pages and will feature 
characters such as Batwoman, Midnighter, Renee Montoya, and many 
others. 

During the release, The Dreamer story will debut featuring a trans wom-
an superhero character that originated on CW’s Supergirl. The charac-
ter will be written by Nicole Maines, the actor who plays Nia Nal a.k.a. 
Dreamer on Supergirl. 

DC will also be releasing a series of nine Pride-themed covers in June 
which includes the following titles: 

During the announcement of DC Pride, the publisher also mentioned an 
eight-issue miniseries called Crush & Lobo, featuring a bounty hunter 
named Lobo and his lesbian daughter Crush. The first issue of Crush & 
Lobo was published on 1 June. 

The synopsis reads: “Crush, daughter of the Czarnian bounty hunter 
Lobo, is in full-on self-destruct mode! 

“After rage-quitting the Teen Titans and blowing up her relationship with 
her girlfriend Katie, Crush decides it’s time to finally confront her father 
in space jail and get her baggage sorted before she wrecks everything. 
Like father, like daughter?” 

DC is also promising more announcements about DC Pride and many 
other LGBTQ+ characters.. 

…’Comedian’ from page 6. 

ing it myself, it’s me telling MY story 
that I’m able to create comedy that is 
not only funny but meaningful be-
cause it’s coming from a place of ex-
perience, self-awareness, and reflec-
tion. 

And I’m not the only one. There are 
plenty of trans men, trans women, 
and non-binary people living openly 
and authentically in this world. We’re 
a growing population and we need to 
start controlling our own narrative. 
We need our stories to be told by us, 
not cis people using their cis-trans 
dictionary to decide what our stories 
should be. The limited French I 
learned in seventh grade was more 
accurate “Où est le pamplemousse!!!” 
I NEED TO KNOW WHY THE PINE-
APPLE! 

We’re real people with real problems, 
real lives, real triumphs, real tears-
some revolve around being trans, 
some don’t but they’re still OURS to 
feel, experience, and share.  

If you’re trans, you don’t have to be 
an actor or a comedian to tell your 
story. In fact, you don’t have to tell 
any part of your story at all if you 
don’t want to. Just be open and true 
to  yourself.  Maybe you’ll find, like I 
did, the coolest, hottest, best, smart-
est, most important audience is with-
in. It’s an exclusive club and you can 
only join if you earn the privilege to 
enter. 

https://transgenderfeed.com/2021/03/15/dc-pride-comic-to-introduce-trans-superhero/
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The United Kingdom is celebrating trans people by unveiling the very 
first trans Pride crossing. 

The Sutton LGBQ+ Forum, the Sutton Council, and the Liberal Demo-
crats were the groups responsible for installing the crosswalk in Sut-
ton, Surrey. The unveiling of this project was planned in timing with 
IDAHOT which commemorates the day the World Health Organization 
removed homosexuality from the International Classification of Dis-
eases in 1990. 

Sutton Councilor for equalities Jake Short who spearheaded the pro-
ject said: 

“I am delighted to see this celebration of the richness and diversity 
that our transgender community brings to Sutton. 

“Until transgender people and other minority groups are able to live 
without fear of discrimination or hate, we must continue to demon-
strate our support and stand with them to clearly demonstrate our 
commitment to eliminating transphobia.” 

Rachel Simpkins, Sutton LGBTQ+ Forum’s Trans Project Lead, said: 

“The Sutton LGBTQ+ Forum has always supported our Trans commu-
nity and in 2019 set up the TranSutton Group. 

“We offer support, advice and engage with the Trans community not 
only from Sutton but also its neighboring boroughs. Our hope is that 
this Trans crossing will pave the way for more Trans crossings around 
the UK which in turn would lead to more inclusivity in our society at 
large.” 

The theme for IDAHOT this year is ‘Together: Resisting, Supporting, 
Healing!’ which was chosen due to the global pandemic. 

A press release stated: “In the midst of the chaos, heartbreak and on-
going challenges, it is with hope for global awareness of this year’s 
International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia, and Biphobia 
that we can continue to provide inspiration.” 

Though there are many Pride flag crossings in the United Kingdom, 
this one is the first known trans Pride crossing in the country. 

UK Unveils First Ever Trans Pride  
Crossing to Celebrate Trans People 

Korina Estrada, Transgender Feed  

The Trans Pride Crossing comprises the colors blue (representing 

males), pink (representing females) and white (representing those 

who are transitioning, intersex or consider themselves as having an 

unidentified gender).  

Court in Poland Rules in Favor 
of Trans Woman Forced to Wear 

Male Uniform by Employer 
Korina Estrada, Transgender Feed 

A transgender woman in Poland won in court 
against her employer who required her to 
wear a male uniform despite her gender iden-
tity. 

The transgender woman who goes by the 
name of Joanna was hired to work for a secu-
rity company and was undergoing the legal 
process of formally changing her gender iden-
tity. 

Adam Bodnar, Poland’s country commission-
er for human rights said that the incident is a 
“precedent” for trans rights in Poland. 

“In the course of recruitment, the employer 
treated the claimant as a woman, but when 
he found out about her [legal male] gender 
identity, he prevented her from taking up her 
duties in a humiliating manner, making it a 
condition, among other things, that she agree 
to work in a male uniform,” wrote Bodnar. 

Joanna sued her employer for damages say-
ing that she was discriminated against and 
harassed and that she had a right to equal 
treatment in the workplace. The case was 
supported by the commissioner for human 
rights and Campaign Against Homophobia 
(KPH), an NGO that works on behalf of LGBT 
rights. 

In an initial case hearing, a lower court had 
dismissed Joanna’s claims and stated that 
wearing a male uniform was not humiliating 
as women have been wearing trousers since 
the 19th century. Joanna appealed and was 
heard by the district court in Warsaw which 
issued a binding ruling in her favor. 

“Although the issue of transsexualism has not 
yet been fully clarified and regulated in the 
Polish legal system, [there is] a prohibition of 
discrimination against transsexual persons,” 
the court wrote in its justification, cited by the 
Polish Press Agency. 

The court understood that Joanna identified 
as a woman at the time of recruitment, alt-
hough this was before filing the documents 
for her legal gender change. However, the 
court deemed that it was more important who 
Joanna was and how she identified versus 
what was in her documents. 

Joanna issued a statement saying that she 
“hopes this verdict will encourage other peo-
ple to fight for their rights” 

https://transgenderfeed.com/2021/05/21/uk-unveils-first-ever-trans-pride-crossing-to-celebrate-trans-people/
https://transgenderfeed.com/2020/11/01/court-in-poland-rules-in-favor-of-trans-woman-forced-to-wear-male-uniform-by-employer/

