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Jan-Feb
Announcements
The Harrisburg Meeting will be inperson on Jan 9th and Feb13th at
8:00 pm at the MCC of the Spirit, our
normal meeting location. A maximum
of 25 people will be permitted. Advanced registration is required! No
drop-ins will be permitted. No exceptions. Please email us at info@transcentralpa.org to reserve
your spot. We will reply to you via an
email with your confirmation to attend. The deadline to register is
noon on Saturday, September
12th.
There will not be a hosted dinner preceding the meeting. All attendees
must comply with the following proto- month. For more information, please
email us
cols:
at family@TransCentralPA.org.
1. Face masks must be worn while
Parents of Transgender Individuals,
in the MCC.
please email us at fami2. Maintain 6-feet of spacing bely@TransCentralPA.org for information
tween individuals.
and support.
3. You may not attend if you have
York Virtual Support Group Meeting
any of symptoms listed on Penn- on Saturday, Jan. 23rd and Feb 27
sylvania Coronavirus Symptoms Join the Rainbow Rose Center and
& Testing website.
TransCentralPA as we hold the York
4. Out-of-state visitors must comply
with the Pennsylvania COVID-19
Information for Travelers restrictions.
Individuals not following these protocols will be directed to leave. We
thank you for complying with these
directives for the safety of all. Please
email us with questions at
info@transcentralpa.org.
Family Virtual Support Group
Meeting on Monday, Jan 18th and
Feb 15th at 7:00 pm. This group
brings together parents and other
adult family members seeking to better understand and support their children of all ages dealing with issues of
gender identity. The group operates
under a policy of confidentiality in
order to create a safe atmosphere for
open discussion. Please come and
join us for informal sharing and mutual support! The group meets online
via Zoom on the third Monday of the

Transgender Support Group Online.
Join us from 8:30-10:00 pm on Saturday, January 30th on Zoom! Zoom is a
free, online video conferencing program that is easy to use. If you would
like to take part in this virtual meeting,
please send us an email and we can
provide additional information on how
to join the meeting.

2021 Keystone Postponed
The Keystone Conference has postponed until 2022. Unfortunately the
continued uncertainty caused by
COVID-19, it's impossible to conduct
the conference in March 2021.
This was a very difficult decision to
make, but the most prudent in light of
too many intangibles caused by the
virus and the restrictions imposed because of it. Our first concern continues
to be the health and well-being of Keystone’s devoted participants, dedicated
staff and volunteers, and you, our most

faithful attendees.
We plan to announce the dates of the
2022 Keystone Conference in early
summer. If you have any questions or
comments, please contact us at info@Keystone-Conference.org.
TCPA Annual Membership Dues
are $20. Dues are used to pay for
meeting space, program literature, our
website and our affiliation with and
support of community groups and activities such as Common Roads, the
Community Center, Central Pennsylvania Pride, etc. Please continue to
support our organization and efforts
by joining or renewing your membership—we are making a difference!
Testing for COVID-19, this interactive map provides locations of testing
sites near you. Most sites requires
you to call ahead and schedule an
appointment for testing. Click here for
CDC guidance on managing your
symptoms at home, and click here for
PA Department of Health guidance on
self-isolation while awaiting results.
Send Us Your Input! Got a Question
or Announcements? Maybe you’ve
seen a great article or have an event
to share? Photo’s are always appreciated and if you would like them published in the next TCPA Newsletter. E
-mail us at info@transcentralPA.org.

From the President

2021 TransCentralPA
Board of Directors

Who’s ready for a new year?
Like everyone, I am ready to put 2020 behind us
and look forward to a better year. As we navigate
the end of COVID 19, I ask that you continue to be
diligent in your efforts of keeping your loved ones,
yourself and the community around you safe. And
though the vaccinations have begun, we are not
through this until everyone is through this.
If there is anything that this past year of social distancing has taught us is that social distancing,
well, sucks. It goes completely against our human
nature. We want to connect with others, we want
to belong, and we need to feel supported. Our
plan is to begin doing that as soon and as safely
Kristy Snow
as possible. As conditions and guidance permit,
TransCentralPA’s focus for 2021 will be to reconnect with each other and reestablish the relationships we’ve missed so much.
As many of you know, we’ve had to once again postpone the Keystone Conference, this time to March 2022. Nevertheless, plans are in the works for an enjoyable, but different weekend event near the end of October this year. We hope by
late fall that COVID will be a thing of the past and we can embrace and celebrate.
From now until then, let’s look forward to the opportunities to connect and support
each other in our journeys towards our authentic selves. Building new friendships
and supporting each is what TransCentralPA has always done best.

When you get the chance, please thank Lauren S. and Lillian M. for stepping up to
be our Vice President and Secretary/Treasurer. Additional thanks should be given
to Danni C., Mason L. and Karen L. for continuing on in their roles as Transwoman, Transman and SO Program Directors and to Holly E. who may have stepped
down from the role of president but is stepping up to take on the role of Family
Program Director. I am excited to be part of the team that you have elected to
lead TransCentralPA.
Finally, I would like to give a shout-out to outgoing Secretary/Treasurer Katie
Ward. For the past several years, practically every dinner this group has hosted
to every member of TransCentralPA to every attendee registration at Keystone,
Katie has had a part in it. She’s been integral to the success of this group and
has been an excellent ambassador to the greater community as well. In fact, I
would wager that Katie is the most recognizable person from our group, both inside and outside our community. In case you were not there--on the final night of
the 2019 Keystone Conference there were two people who received standing ovations, the keynote speaker and Katie Ward. Thanks Katie, you are much deserving of our thanks and praise.
Thank you for your faith and trust. I am honored to be elected as President of
TransCentralPA and I will do my best to serve you with dedication and pride. May
all of you enjoy a peaceful, healthy and fulfilling year in 2021.
Happy New Year!
Kristy Snow
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Transgender Candidates Make History
Gwen Aviles, BAZAAR

While many races have yet to be decided, including the much-anticipated presidential election results, at least five
transgender candidates have already decisively made political history.
According to the LGBTQ Victory Fund, an organization that endeavors to increase the number of openly LGBTQ elected
officials in the U.S., the number of transgender people currently serving in state legislatures is in the single digits, making Tuesday’s wins all the more extraordinary. There could be even more gains in LGBTQ political representation to
come, however, as a handful of other transgender candidates are running for office this election season, including Madeline Eden of Texas and Gerri Cannon of New Hampshire. As results trickle in, the number of out transgender state legislators could more than double, per the LGBTQ Victory Fund. Here’s a look at some of the groundbreaking wins from the
2020 elections.
aware's 1st district. She has previously
served as the national press secretary
for the Human Rights Campaign, the
nation's largest LGBTQ civil rights
group, which congratulated her on the
win.
"Congratulations to our very own
@SarahEMcBride on becoming the
first openly transgender state senator
nationwide and first trans member of
Delaware's Legislature! We're so proud
of you for this historic win," the organization tweeted.
Sarah McBride
Sarah McBride, a Democratic
LGBTQ activist, won the Delaware
State Senate race and in so doing
has become the first openly
transgender state senator and the
country's highest-ranking transgender
official.

McBride, who defeated Republican
Steve Washington, will represent Del-

She graduated from the University of
Vermont in 2016 with a bachelor’s
degree in Human Development &
Family Studies and a minor in Gender
Identity and Sexuality Studies. In addition to her work planning programming
to increase LGBTQ visibility in Vermont, she also has a drag persona
named Nikki Champagne. Small, as
Champagne, has participated in Drag
Queen Story Hour in Vermont libraries
in an effort to create "safe queer spaces."
"One belief I hold about Vermont is
that since it's such a rural state, it's
difficult for folks outside the urban center, the greater Burlington area, to find
safe queer spaces to just celebrate
our lives, or to have a space to be in
community—especially because surprisingly, Vermont does not have a
dedicated queer bar in the entire
state," Small told Them magazine.

"I hope tonight shows an LGBTQ kid
that our democracy is big enough for
them, too," McBride tweeted last
night after news outlets called the
election. "As Delaware continues to
face the Covid crisis, it's time to get
to work to invest in the policies that
will make a difference for working
families."
This isn't McBride's first time making
political history. McBride, 30, made
headlines as an undergraduate at
American University when she
stepped down as the school's student
body president and came out as
trans in its newspaper. She also became the first openly transgender
person to work in the White House as
an intern for President Barack
Obama's administration, per The
New York Times. And in 2016,
McBride took the stage at the Democratic National Convention, becoming
the first transgender person to speak
at a national party's convention.

and drive to support the larger
LGBTQ+ community of Vermont," according to her bio on the center's website.

Taylor Small
Twenty-six-year-old Taylor Small became the first openly transgender person to be elected to the Vermont legislature last night. Small, who ran as
both a Democrat and Progressive, will
represent the Chittenden 6-7 district
along with Democrat Hal Colston.
"With and 43% and 41% of the vote
respectively in Winooski, Hal Colston
and I will be headed to Montpelier!"
Small tweeted. "Thank you, everyone!"
Small, who is currently the director of
the Health & Wellness program at the
Pride Center of Vermont, is "committed
to community building and youth empowerment" and has "a clear passion
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Stephanie Byers
Stephanie Byers, a former public
school teacher and a member of the
Chickasaw Nation, emerged victoriSee ‘Elections’ page 4...

‘Elections’ from page 3
ous against her Republican opponent,
Cyndi Howerton, becoming Kansas's
first elected transgender official.
"For a lot of folks, if Kansas, the big
red Republican state, can elect a
trans person to a state legislator, the
doors open up in a lot of other places
for people," Byers, 57, told The Wichita Eagle. "And it helps those people
who are transgender to reinforce that
they are people who matter, they are
people who are important and they're
people who can be successful in their
lives."
Byers decided to run for state legislature in 2019 upon retiring from teaching after nearly three decades, per
CNN. She was named National Educator of the Year by GLSEN, an organization dedicated to ending discrimination, bullying, and harassment
against LGBTQ students, in 2018.
Byers and her wife, Lori Haas, helm a
diversity consulting company called
Gender.Training, which works to educate communities about gender identity.

The following year she announced
her run for the Colorado House of
Representatives and narrowly flipped
a Republican seat in 2018. Her path
to success hasn't been easy. Titone
has routinely been subject to harassment because of her gender identity
and was targeted with anti-LGBTQ
campaign ads during her reelection
campaign, per Colorado Public Radio.
"In 2018 nobody expected me to win
so I wasn't a threat to them," Titone,
who ran on a platform championing
climate action, educational opportunity, and LGBTQ+ rights, recently told
the outlet. "That's why there were no
attacks."
Yet Titone nonetheless emerged victorious and shared a picture of her
and members of her team via Twitter
after the race was called.

Mauree Turner
Mauree Turner is the first publicly non
-binary U.S. state lawmaker and the
first Muslim member of the Oklahoma
Legislature. They previously served
as a board member of the Council on
American–Islamic Relations and
led criminal justice reform initiatives
with the American Civil Liberties Union.
She represents Oklahoma’s State
House 88th district.

Novel Coronavirus
(COVID-19)
If you think you have been exposed to COVID-19 and/or develop a fever and symptoms, such
as cough or difficulty breathing,
the CDC advises you to call your
healthcare provider for medical
advice.
Lisa Bunker

Representative Brianna Titone, Colorado's first transgender legislator, is
projected to win reelection to the
state's House of Representatives.

Democratic representative Lisa Bunker is as known for her public service
as she is for her writing. The legislator, who was recently reelected to the
New Hampshire House of Representatives, is the author of two books
starring transgender characters Felix
Yz and Zenobia July, which were
published in 2017 and 2019 respectively.

Titone grew up in the Hudson Valley
region of New York and has held various positions in her professional life,
including working as a volunteer firefighter, web application developer,
and substitute teacher. But her career
as a geologist led her to move to Colorado, according to her website.

Before her careers as a novelist and
politician, Bunker worked in noncommercial broadcasting for 30 years,
where she had a vested interest in
telling stories about people who are
often underrepresented in mainstream media, according to
the LGBTQ Victory Fund.

In 2016, she entered the political arena by joining and subsequently serving as secretary and treasurer of the
Jefferson County LGBTQ+ Caucus.

Bunker will continue to represent
New Hampshire's 18th Rockingham
County district, which includes the
city of Exeter.

Brianna Titone
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Your local and/or state public
health officials may be making
recommendations for the care of
decedents and/or public gatherings that are more stringent than
what the CDC and federal government has recommended. In
these cases, you should defer to
your state and/or local public
health officials.
More information from the Center
for Disease Control an Prevention here

A Transgender Man’s Diaries Help’s Us Learn
what San Francisco was like Decades Ago
Matthew S. Bajko, LGBTQ Nation

“Damn I’m going to be a gorgeous man,” Lou Sullivan wrote
40 years ago in one of his personal diaries.
Sullivan, who died in 1991 at the
age of 39 due to complications
from AIDS, was a pioneering
transgender activist in the 1970s
and 1980s. His book Information
for the Female to Male Cross
Dresser and Transsexual, published the year prior to his death,
is considered a seminal work
about the unique experiences of
trans men.
Throughout his life Sullivan detailed his private thoughts, personal experiences, and the lives
of those he knew in diaries spanning his adolescence in the 1960s
growing up in a Catholic household in Milwaukee to living in San
Francisco as a gay transgender
man at the height of the AIDS epidemic of the 1980s.
In one diary spanning 1979 to
1980 Sullivan wrote about wrestling with his gender identity and
documented the first year of his
gender transition. Throughout the
volume and in
his later diaries, Sullivan wrote in
meticulous detail about transitioning from female to male.
“Now that I’m alone I see that, if it
is true that we are all responsible
for our own happiness, that we
cannot expect others to fulfill us,
and in the end we only have ourselves, then I better make peace
with the feelings inside me,” he
wrote on October 3, 1979. “If I
don’t it will be the only thing on
my death that I will regret not do-

ing.”
The San Francisco-based GLBT
Historical Society, which Sullivan
co-founded, has dozens of Sullivan’s diaries in its archives. The
society’s Lou Sullivan Papers collection also includes his short stories, poems, essays, correspondence, and research files. All told
Sullivan donated 8.4 cubic feet of
archival material to the nonprofit
preservation group.
“It’s an extraordinary collection. It
comes the closest to feeling you
are meeting the person,” said
Isaac Fellman, a reference archivist for the historical society. “You
have everything but their body to
tell you who he was.”
Having transitioned himself this
year, Fellman said he connected
personally with Sullivan when
reading through his diaries. He
found the entries in which Sullivan
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writes about second-guessing his
decision to transition especially
relevant.
“The pushback is part of the process,” said Fellman.
Sullivan had wanted to see his
diaries published during his lifetime but didn’t live long enough to
achieve that goal. In September,
Nightboat Books published We
Both Laughed In Pleasure: The
Selected Diaries of Lou Sullivan.
Editors Ellis Martin and Zach Ozma selected entries spanning the
years of 1961 through 1991.
Writing in an introduction to the
book, transgender historian Susan Stryker, who helped process
Sullivan’s collection for the historical society following his death,
notes that the journals Sullivan
donated “offer one of the most
complete, and most compelling,
See Diary’ on page 6...

...‘Diary’ from page 5

transgender issues.

records of a trans life ever to have
been produced.”

Sullivan’s diaries also illustrate an
issue that historical preservationist
groups are struggling with in the
digital age. Physical diary writing
and journaling is quickly becoming
a lost art due to digital communications like emails, blogs, and Facebook.

As the archival group eyes one
day opening a permanent museum in San Francisco, the Bay Area Reporter asked the historical
society to select items from its
collection to demonstrate the possibilities that would come from
having its own building in which to
show off its holdings.
Until the publication last month of
Sullivan’s excerpted journal entries, the general public has not
had easy access to Sullivan’s diaries. The historical society has yet
to mount an exhibit based on
them at its museum it operates
out of a leased storefront in the
heart of the Castro, San Francisco’s LGBT neighborhood.
“Off and on over the years we
have been trying to get an exhibit
on Lou off the ground,” said GLBT
Historical Society Executive Director Terry Beswick. “If we can
find someone with the knowledge
and the time to do that we would
like to. It is a perfect example of
why we need a bigger space.”
The historical society did collaborate with the Digital Transgender
Archive to digitize a trove of Sullivan’s correspondence and other
papers and upload them to the
web so people can see and read
them online. The online repository
also includes video recordings of
Sullivan being interviewed about

“Digital is the future,” noted Kelsi
Evans, director of the historical society’s Dr. John P. De Cecco Archives & Special Collections.
“Where the archival profession is
going is we have to document
email accounts.”
It remains an open question if future museumgoers will have the
same visceral reactions or feelings
about printed out digital materials
as they do to seeing an aged and
tattered diary or journal in an exhibition. Sullivan’s diaries, for example, are visual feasts.

He not only wrote in beautiful penmanship but also pasted photos to
the pages with notes scribbled next
to them. One such picture on a diary page from November 1979 includes the notation, “Me showing
Johnny how to dress like a woman.”
“Diaries are one of my favorite
things in our collection,” said Fellman, adding that those from gay
men who succumbed to AIDS
“where pulled out of the garbage”
after their relatives tossed their personal affects rather than save
them.

It is why Sullivan and others cofounded the GLBT Historical Society in the beginning, as a place
where the ephemera, personal
effects, and archival material documenting LGBT society could be
collected and preserved.
“A lot of queer people have had a
strong archival instinct even at an
early age,” said Fellman. “Our nuclear family is not the best repository of who we are, especially early on.”

As cherished as Sullivan’s collection is not only to scholars, academics, and historians focused on
the transgender community, it also illustrates the gaps in the historical society’s archives. Because of how it began, the collection early on skewed more toward
white gay men.
It’s something that society officials
for years have been working to
address by seeking out archival
material that reflects the full spectrum of the LGBT community and
hosting special exhibitions that
highlight its diversity.
“I often feel we don’t have enough
of a lot of communities represented in the archive,” said Beswick,
“and the transgender community
is a perfect example.”

www.AlderHealth.org
Improving the Health of All
Page 6

Elliot Page Came Out as Transgender.
Here's What that Means for Young Trans People.
Sara M Moniuszko & David Oliver, USA TODAY

In a post to social media Tuesday, Elliot Page, the Academy Award
-nominated star of "Juno," shared his
name and pronouns.

nonbinary youth, their families are not
accepting of them, or their schools or
their friend groups, and it might not be
safe in that moment to come out."

"Hi friends, I want to share with you
that I am trans, my pronouns are he/
they and my name is Elliot," he wrote.
"I feel lucky to be writing this. To be
here. To have arrived at this place in
my life."

Bright also says that it's not like there
is going to be one giant tipping point
for transgender people to reach wide
acceptance – nor should Page face
that pressure alone.

Page continued, "I feel overwhelming
gratitude for the incredible people
who have supported me along this
journey. I can't begin to express how
remarkable it feels to finally love who
I am enough to pursue my authentic
self. I've been endlessly inspired by
so many in the trans community."
Page's wife, New York dance teacher
Emma Portner, is showing her support. The transgender community, in
turn, felt inspired by Page and shared
words of encouragement on social
media.
"Elliot Page is a being a leader and
beacon of hope to countless trans
and nonbinary people in this moment,
and we are grateful for him,"
transgender Army veteran Charlotte
Clymer wrote on Twitter. Activist and
writer Raquel Willis wrote: "Your
heart has always been big and you've
used your platform to show up for the
entire community for years. Thanks
for the gift of your truth!"
Other leaders in the transgender and
nonbinary communities shared the
same sentiments and discussed the
importance of LGBTQ celebrities
coming out and what that means for
young people. The summary: The
more stars that come out, the better,
because examples lead to hope for
those struggling.
"The most important thing here is, to
have somebody of that talent and
renown coming out is just going to
impact real people," says Mara Keisling, executive director of
the National Center for Transgender
Equality. "At some point, in the last
few years, Elliot saw somebody who
was a role model, who opened up the
possibility of transitioning to Elliot,
and Elliot is, in a way, returning that
favor."
The Trevor Project’s National Survey

Elliot Page
on LGBTQ Youth Mental
Health found that more than 80% of
youth said that celebrities who are
LGBTQ positively impact their feelings on being LGBTQ.
While representation onscreen certainly moves the needle
forward toward acceptance, real people sharing their stories has an even
larger impact.
"This is slightly different, because it's
not representation in a story or in a
character, but it's representation in a
human being and their own story,"
Chris Bright, director of public training
at The Trevor Project, tells USA TODAY. "And to have somebody saying,
'This is my truth. This is my story,'
means the world for a lot of trans and
nonbinary youth who are struggling to
find those role models and struggling
to find people who identify in similar
ways to them."
Keisling agrees: "Elliot is now a possibility model. And that matters a lot.
Every time a prominent actor has
come out, it's had a really great impact on culture, on stigmatization,
and on kids."
This isn't to say that Page's story
suddenly means all transgender
youth are going to feel comfortable
coming out.
"While I think role models are really
important, and they can lay a blueprint or a road map for us, we also
have to acknowledge that it's up to
each individual to figure out what is
safest and what makes the most
sense in their individual situation,"
says Bright, who is nonbinary.
"Unfortunately, for some trans and
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"When we look at what's happening
within the trans community, we know
that each of these things is a step forward," Bright says. "And that's good,
we want to be taking steps forward.
But we don't ever want to treat something like someone's coming out, as
like, the inflection point or the point
that changes everything."
What can you do to help young
trans people?
People should also pay attention to
the specifics in Page's note, and
learn. Page pointed out the Human
Rights Campaign statistic that 40
transgender or gender non-conforming
people have been fatally shot or killed
by other violent means in 2020 alone.
The majority of these are Black
and Latino transgender women.
"Elliot is trying to point to the fact that
even within the trans community, and
the nonbinary community, there are
various intersectional identities that
impact us all differently," Bright says.
Celebrities, Elliot Page's wife support coming out as transgender
In a post to her Instagram, Portner
said she is "so proud" of Page.
"Trans, queer and non-binary people
are a gift to this world. I also ask for
patience & privacy but that you join
me in the fervent support of trans life
every single day," Portner's post continued. "Elliot’s existence is a gift in
and of itself. Shine on sweet E. Love
you so much."
Page, who married Portner in
2018, responded to the post with two
heart emojis.
Fellow actors and other stars also took
to social media to show their support.
Mark Ruffalo replied to Page's coming
See ‘Elliot’ on Page 8...

Walking Dead Actor Khary Payton Shares a Post
About 11Year-Old Transgender Son Karter

out post with a heartfelt message.
"Congratulation, Elliot, in committing to
the full expression of your self and being
so open and candid about it," Ruffalo
wrote. "You have made this world a
more tolerant and loving place with your
commitment, courage, and vulnerability. We are lucky to have public figures
like you."

Chelsea Ritschel, Independent

Walking Dead actor Khary Payton
has introduced his 11-year-old
transgender son Karter to his fans
and followers on social media.
The same day that the Supreme
Court passed a landmark ruling that
offers workplace protections to LGBT
Americans, the actor shared a photo
of his son smiling and giving a
thumbs up.

Ellen DeGeneres tweeted, "Sending
love to my friend, @TheElliotPage. You
inspire me with your strength, courage
and honesty."

“This my kid. One of the most happy,
well-adjusted individuals I've ever
known. My son, Karter. Karter with a
K because it reminded him of my
name. He chose it," Payton wrote
alongside the photo on Twitter. "You
see, he was born female but has always identified as a boy.”
In a follow-up post, Payton, who
plays King Ezekial on the AMC show,
explained that Karter thought it would
be “cool” to announce his identity on
social media.

‘Elliot’ from Page 7...

Anna Kendrick wrote, "Elliot Page’s
words here are so beautiful and so eloquent, and he is reminding me that we
can all be brave and joyful, even when
things are scary. And this year especially, that reminder is such a GIFT."
Kumail Nanjiani tweeted, "I've been a
fan of Elliot's for a very long time and am
excited to see him continue his fantastic
work in the years to come."
Karter Payton

“He thought it would be cool if I announced it on social media. I told him
that there would be so many supporters but also a lot of jerks who would
be harsh. He said: “Yeah, I know
about trolls, daddy. I can handle
trolls,” Payton said.

mistaken. He is a boy. A smart, funny, brave, loving, magnificent boy,”
she wrote. “Karter is so confident in
who he is and was thrilled for me to
let everyone know that he’s finally
living as his true self. As a boy. As
my son. As Karter.

The father-of-two continued the emotional post expressing his support
and “unquenchable love” for Karter.

“I am so incredibly proud of him and
feel blessed every single day to be
his mama.

“Man, there is nothing more beautiful
than watching your child feel the joy
of exploring what it means to be true
to themselves,” the 48-year-old
wrote. “This is his journey, and I am
here for it. I hope you all have the
opportunity to feel the unquenchable
love that I have “Hi Karter, welcome
to a very big family,” one person
tweeted.

“I am overjoyed to introduce you to
my son, Karter. When he was born
we thought he was a girl. We were
mistaken. He is a boy. A smart, funny, brave, loving, magnificent boy,”
she wrote. “Karter is so confident in
who he is and was thrilled for me to
let everyone know that he’s finally
living as his true self. As a boy. As
my son. As Karter.

Star Wars actor Mark Hamill was
among the hundreds of people to
applaud Karter for embracing his
identity, writing a thumbs up emoji
and “right back at Karter!”
Payton’s wife, Stacy Reed Payton,
also shared a photo of the couple’s
eldest child on Instagram, where she
said she was “overjoyed” to introduce
Karter
“I am overjoyed to introduce you to
my son, Karter. When he was born
we thought he was a girl. We were

Page 8

Tegan and Sara tweeted, "Profound love
and admiration for
you @TheElliotPage !! Your strength,
bravery and activism - not to mention all
the art you contribute to this earth - is
truly special. Thank you for being so
open about your journey and for fighting
so hard to make the world a better
place."
The Netflix Twitter account also responded to Page's post.
"So proud of our superhero! WE LOVE
YOU ELLIOT! Can't wait to see you return in season 3!" the video streaming
service wrote, referring to Page's role in
the series "The Umbrella Academy."

New Documentary Chronicles Wisconsin Transgender Woman’s Life
Curtis M. Wong, Huffington Post

A transgender woman’s lifelong efforts to reconcile her true self with her
deep religious faith are explored in
“Markie in Milwaukee,” a new documentary that opens in virtual cinemas
this week.

ly held concerns over whether he
was the best person to tell Wenzel’s
story. In the end, however, the complexity of his subject won out.
“I’ve always been intrigued by how
people present gender, especially in
socially conservative Wisconsin,”
Kliegman said. “As we continued filming and small miracles revealed
themselves, I became convinced
Markie was of a higher order. Spend
time with her and it becomes apparent she is an elevated human.”

HuffPost got a sneak peek at the film,
which is being released in conjunction with Transgender Awareness
Week, via the clip above. In it, Markie
Wenzel recalls how a former church
― where she’d spent years as a fundamentalist Baptist preacher ―
urged her to attend so-called reparative, or “conversion,” therapy in order
to dissuade her from living authentically.
Directed by Matt Kliegman, “Markie in
Milwaukee” follows other documentaries and TV series, including Netflix’s “Disclosure: Trans Lives on
Screen” and HBO’s “Transhood,” that
have chronicled trans lives and stories. Though more intimate in scope,
the film succeeds as a compelling
portrait of a transgender person at
midlife. Its conclusion is also powerfully ambiguous, a stark reminder that
one’s path to self-love and acceptance needn’t always be linear.
The New York-based Kliegman first
spotted Wenzel at the Milwaukee
Mitchell International Airport, where
she was working as a Transportation
Security Administration agent, in
2007. The two began a correspondence, during which the filmmaker
learned that Wenzel, a former licensed minister who is more than 7

Kliegman said the shift in America’s
political climate after the 2016 election of President Donald Trump, who
ran on an explicitly anti-LGBTQ platform, gave him renewed urgency to
complete “Markie in Milwaukee.”

feet tall, had been married for 20
years before coming out as
transgender at age 46. Her decision
to live as her authentic self left her
estranged from her church, former
spouse and three children.

For the next five years, Kliegman
shot loose footage of Wenzel going
about her daily life, thinking he’d use
the clips for a web series or art installation. By 2013, however, he firmed
up plans for a feature film that would
“elevate [Wenzel’s] experience and
let her be a leader and a spokesperson for those in similar situations.”

The finished film features more than
10 years’ worth of vérité footage and
interviews, and had its world premiere at Utah’s Slamdance Film Festival last year. Since then, it’s continued to make the rounds on the festival circuit, drawing enthusiastic audiences at the American Fringe Film
Festival in Paris and New York’s
NewFest, among others.
Ultimately, Kliegman is hopeful that
“Markie in Milwaukee” will come to be
seen as a “stepping stone” for future
trans-inclusive narratives.
“Markie bared her soul to the camera
[and] I was lucky enough to be there
at the time,” he said. “It’s an incredibly unique and powerful story.”

As a cisgender man, Kliegman initial-

Suicide Resources
People dealing with gender identity issues are not immune from other sources of depression and mental illness. There is
help available to you with bearing the unbearable. IN A CRISIS, CALL the local and national resources first. It is best to
make contact via phone or in person; emailing often does not provide the immediate response needed in an emergency.
These are the professionals and organizations trained to help you during a crisis. You are not alone.

National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline
24/7 Support

National Hopeline
Network
24/7 Support

The Trevor Project

800-273-TALK

800-784-2433

1-866-488-7386

800-273-8255
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